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Annual Membership Meeting
Monday, February 4, 2013
5:30 pm at Bentley’s Resort in Osprey
Candidates Sought for Board of Directors
Please submit applications by January 10 to LHM
TWO BOARD INCUMBENTS SEEK RE-ELECTION
AT FEB. 4 ANNUAL MEETING
Board Member
Bobby Merrill is
Running for
Re-election
By Mike Bergman

Editors’ Note: This report is excerpted from an
article that appeared in the April 2012 issue of the
Woodlands Word.
Bobby Merrill has been a Rivendell resident since
2000. He comes to the Board with a background
in development and building. His company, Merrill
Brothers Homes, built many of the homes in the
Cottages, as well as his current residence. His
company developed several other communities in
Sarasota and Manatee counties and his current
company, Arox Land Development Corp., deals
with sewers, water and storm water systems. He
has gained extensive experience working with
SWFWMD on the requirements for maintaining our
(Continued on p. 2)

Board Member
Walter Perkowski
is running for
Re-election
By Mike Bergman

Editor’s Note: This article is excerpted from a report
published in the Woodlands Word in March 2012
Walter was the principal of an insurance agency in
New York prior to moving to Florida. On a vacation
trip, he visited Osprey and was very impressed
with our community. His family loved the expansive
preserve areas, the pristine lakes, the manicured
lawns, and most of all, the friendly neighbors. They
also enjoyed the proximity to the beaches, cultural
events, and Pine View School, where his children
could get a great education. Walter would like to
restore Rivendell to the state he loved when he
moved here with his family five years ago.
As Board Liaison to the Maintenance Committee,
(Continued on p. 2)


(Bobby Merril Continued from P.1)
storm water retention ponds. He previously worked
as a licensed CPA and is a licensed contractor. He
has a Bachelors degree in civil engineering from
the University of Tennessee and an MBA from
Northwestern University.
“My goal is to work with the other directors to
maintain our community so it is a desirable place to
live. I will listen to all sides of the issues and make
decisions that I think are in the best interest of the
community.
Bobby wants community input on issues that
determine our property values. Without a clubhouse,
golf course or tennis courts, our greatest asset is our
common property. He would like to have consensus
among the residents about what we want the
community to look like. The goal would be to please
the majority of residents with a neat appearance
that also provides a habitat for the many species
of wildlife that our residents cherish.  
Bobby has been the Treasurer of the Board; he
feels that our deed restrictions, bylaws and rules
need to be enforced evenly by using good common
sense and reason to resolve community problems.
He urges us to put our differences aside and work
for the common good of the community.
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which now includes the pool, he is eager to begin
this turnaround. The Maintainance Committee
would act as a sounding board for the HOA Board.
He would like to open the committee to anyone
who is interested in participating, with equal
representation for all. He would group the members
into distinct areas of responsibility so they could
use their talents on informal subcommittees, such
as ponds, wetlands, common areas, trees, lawns,
irrigation, and vendor oversight. Walter wants all line
items to be budgeted for and then scheduled and
maintained regularly. All contracts would require
competitive bidding. He is also in favor of regularly
scheduled Board meetings.

Candidates for Two Rivendell
Board Positions
To be elected at the Annual
General Election
Monday, February 4, 2013
Qualifications for committee
membership include the ability
to work well with others, good
judgment, and a desire to
serve the community.
Submit a Letter of Intent
(a brief statement highlighting
your interest and qualifications)
and your photo to Kyanne
Merrill at Lighthouse
Property Management
kyannemerrill@mgmt.tv
966-6844
Deadline is January 10, 2013

For publication in the February 2013
issue of the Woodlands Word
Judy Sokal is available to take your
photo if needed.
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A Cautionary Tale
By Lu Winberg

It had been a relaxing, peaceful Thanksgiving Day
spent with Sandy Frauhiger’s parents Lu and Ray
Winberg. Sandy, Todd, Larry (Todd’s father) and
Casey, their Cairn Terrier, drove home to Rivendell
unaware of the catastrophe they were about to face.  
After pulling into the garage, Sandy, in the driver’s
side back seat, opened the door and got out. Casey
followed her. As Sandy bent to pick Casey up to
take her into the house, a large dog raced into the
garage out of nowhere -  no sound, no eye contact
- and attacked Casey in Sandy’s arms. The dog
took Casey’s whole head into its mouth. Sandy was
screaming, Casey was squealing. Sandy could not
pull the dog’s jaws off Casey. Todd jumped from the
car, grabbed the dog’s collar and twisted until the
dog could not breathe. The dog released Casey.
All this happened in seconds. By the time Larry got
from the front passenger seat to Casey, it was all
over. Todd and Larry chased the dog off, and Sandy
took Casey into the house.
They examined the wounds on either side of
her neck and on her shoulder. There wasn’t much
blood but Casey appeared to be in shock. Her eyes
glazed; she just lay there. Sandy and Todd took
her to the Sarasota Veterinary Emergency Center
on Rte. 41. The wounds were deep and messy
because the attacker dog had shaken Casey; all
required stitches. She was put on wide spectrum
antibiotic IVs and other life- saving medications.
A herculean effort was made by the doctors and
technicians to save Casey. On Saturday night at
5 pm Casey succumbed to massive infection and
heart failure.
The attacking dog belonged to nearby neighbors.
The dog was fine around people, but had a history
of aggression toward smaller dogs. The owners had
left their two dogs in their screened lanai while they
went out. The dogs escaped from the lanai and were
roaming the neighborhood. They just happened to
be there when Sandy and Todd pulled into their
garage. The owners of the dog feel terrible. Animal
Control has been notified.
If you have a large dog that shows signs of any
type of aggression, NEVER let the dog out of your
IMMEDIATE control; the dog should be muzzled
whenever outside the house. No one wants to cause
the pain and anguish that Sandy, Todd and Larry
feel at this moment. If you have a small dog, keep
your dog close and be aware that it only takes a
few seconds for tragedy to strike.

DANGEROUS DOGS

Dangerous dogs are a serious threat to the safety
and welfare of the people of Sarasota County.
Such attacks are, in part, attributable to the failure
of owners to properly train and control their dogs.
Therefore, Sarasota County government has found
it necessary to impose uniform requirements on
the owners of dogs declared dangerous or vicious,
including being publicly listed.
Animal Control Number 941-861-9500
Animal Services
8451 Bee Ridge Road,
Sarasota FL 34241
Sheriff Non-Emergency Number 941-316-1201
Authorities suggest that you take a photo of the
wandering dog - that could be helpful for them in
identifying the animal and also to show the dog
owner that their dog was indeed loose.
The following web link has a short blurb about
Dangerous Dogs at the top of the webpage (see
below):  Sarasota County Sheriff’s Office.

Rivendell Board Meeting

NEXT BOARD MEETING
To Be Announced – Stay Tuned!
In The Event of an Emergency a
special meeting may be called
Dates, times, and locations of Board and Committee
meetings are based on the information available at
the time of publication

Chuck Rizzo

Quality

PAINTING

& Home Repair

*Interior Exterior Painting * Crack Repair
* Wallpaper Removal * Pool Deck * Garage Floors
Home Projects * NO JOB TOO SMALL !

941-468-2580

Licensed & Insured
Quality Work & Dependable! References Provided
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Communications Committee Report

A Fond Farewell

by Judy Sokal

From Marilyn Probert

Our committee is running smoothly thanks to the
diligence of our wonderful members.
2013 Directory -The deadline is past for photos,
but there is still time to change your contact info.
Email Barb Gahry at bgahry@aol.com with your
phone number and email updates.
Woodlands Word - We are always looking for
stories about our residents’ volunteer activities and
travels. Email me at judysokal@gmail.com if you
would like one of our reporters to interview you.
Change in “Who We Are” page - Take note,
Board, committee chairs and residents: Many
thanks to Marilyn Probert for taking over as our main
“go to” person for the Woodlands Word the past
few months. As of the January issue, proud, new
grandmother Kay Mruz will be doing the honors.
Kay’s email is siestakeysunset6@gmail.com  so if
you have an article, classified ad or other info for
the Woodlands Word, please let her know.

As of the beginning of January, Kay Mruz will
be taking over as “hunter-gatherer” of the Woodlands Word. From now on reporters, contributors,
residents, board members, and representatives of
Lighthouse Property Management may contact Kay
Mruz at siestakeysunset6@gmail.com and cc Pam
Babbitt at pbbabbitt@comcast.net. I’ve thoroughly
enjoyed working with all of you, and I hope your
good will and cooperation will extend to Kay, as
well.
I would like to thank the staff of the Woodlands
Word, particularly Judy Sokal, Linda Pearlstein, and
especially Pam Babbitt for their help and support.
Happy New Year to all!

In the Mail

Lighthouse Property
Management will mail
the Agenda for the
February 4th Annual Meeting,
as well as candidate information,
ballots, and proxies.
If you do not receive the ballot
and information,
please contact Lighthouse
Management, 941-966-6844

When buying or selling,
let Linda's 19 years of
experience in Ottawa,
Canada, Northwest
Indiana's Chicagoland
Region, and Sarasota/
Venice help you reach
your objective. She is a
professional, full-time,
well-informed Realtor
with many satisfied
clients. Let her help you
become one as well!

LINDA BASTIAN, GRI
Realtor
Resident of Rivendell

941-966-8000
Cell 321-6203

E-mail: LindaBastian@michaelsaunders.com
www.michaelsaunders.com

8660 S Tamiami Trail
Sarasota, FL 34238

Director's Circle Award Winner

Experience Exceptional Service
Question? Complaint? Concern?

Contact Lighthouse Property Management
16 Church Street, Osprey, FL 34229

Tel: (941) 966-6844

Property Manager: Kyanne Merrill, CAM  kyannemerrill@mgmt.tv
Assistant: Shannon Banks, shannonbanks@mgmt.tv
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RESIDENT DIRECTORY SLATED FOR MARCH PUBLICATION
By Barb Gahry
It’s time to update the Rivendell Resident Directory for 2013.   

In order to provide accurate entries, a form is included in this issue of the Woodlands Word, which allows for updating any information to be published. We publish owner names, addresses, home phone
numbers and an email address. If you would like to opt out of having any of this information in the directory, you can indicate this on the form. If you only want certain information published, this, too, can be
noted. You also have the opportunity to provide a cell phone number(s) or additional email address for
inclusion. If your information is correct and there are no changes, please check the line, “NO CHANGES”.
The deadline for information to be included is January 31, 2013.
All owners of record will be published in the directory, even if the home is used as a rental property.
We encourage all residents to return the completed form as soon as possible. Our theme for the directory will be BIRDS. Send your high-resolution photos to Barb Gahry at bgahry@aol.com for inclusion
into the directory as soon as possible.

Information Please
Your email address or phone numbers will not be distributed to any outside agency.

Association Master Individual Record
								
Last Name:
First Name:

CIRCLE if you DO NOT WISH
TO BE PUBLISHED IN THE DIRECTORY

Last Name:
First Name:
Home Phone 1:
Home Phone 2:
Address:
Fax:
Work Phone:
Cell Phone:

Do Not Publish Home Phone 1
Do Not Publish Home Phone 2

E-Mail 1:
E-Mail 2:
E-Mail 3:

Do Not Publish E-Mail 1
Do Not Publish E-Mail 2
Do Not Publish E-Mail 3

CHECK ONE ONLY:
Resident Owner: ______
Non-Resident Owner: ______
Renter: ______

Please send completed form to:
Barb Gahry, 699 Rivendell Blvd.
or email any additions, changes, to:
bgahry@aol.com

NO CHANGES from previous Directory Listing: ______

Do Not Publish Fax
Do Not Publish Work Phone
Do Not Publish Cell Phone
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Maintenance Committee Report
By Jim Stepien, Chair

The MC did not meet in December.
By the time homeowners read this, the Maintenance Committee will be looking back on twelve
months of service to the community.  I must again
thank my committee volunteers for their time and
their efforts to make our community a better place
to live.  I would like to also thank the Board and
especially Board Member Walter Perkowski for their
assistance and support throughout the ups and
downs that are not always foreseen when serving
in a volunteer environment.
I would also like to thank the many homeowners
that have voiced their support for the MC’s efforts:
they are greatly appreciated.  And to those homeowners that do not always agree with the MC, I
can  assure you that the volunteers have only good
intentions and are doing their very best to maintain
and improve the community’s common grounds,
lakes, parks and swimming pool.   It has always
been the MC’s firm belief that the majority of your
dues should be devoted to   maintenance of our
Community,
I hope everyone enjoyed the holiday season
and that the new year brings peace, prosperity
and  enjoyment of living in the nicest community
in Osprey.

Multitudes of Birds
Compiled by Pam Babbitt

Have you ever wondered what to call a large
number of specific birds?
Then wonder no more!
A Flock can be used for most birds, but if you want to
be specific….
A Clatter of Wood Storks (or a Filth or a Swoop or a
Mustering)
A Bachelor Flock of Young Sandhill Cranes
A Congregation of Egrets (or a Skewer, or a Wedge)
A Scattering of Herons (or Seige)
A Duet of Osprey
A Gulp of Cormorants
A Convocation of Eagles
A Paddling of Ducks (or a Brace or a Team)
A Descent of Woodpeckers
A Host of Sparrows
A Committee of Vultures
A Colony of Gulls
A Cast of Hawks (or Kettle) flying in large numbers
A Boil of Hawks (two or more spiraling in flight)

A Parliament of Owls

A Murder of Crows

Early Delivery
The Sarasota Observer will deliver
the February issue of the Woodlands Word on
Thursday January 31 or Friday February 1.
Home Owners Semi-Annual
Association Fees
Due January 1, 2013

Sarasota County Sheriff
Non-emergency Contact number
for our area is: 316-1201
Please use this number for
non-emergencies - reporting suspicious
looking people, lost pets, etc.)
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NOT ALL THIEVES ARE STUPID - SOME VERY GOOD ADVICE
Compiled by Pam Babbitt
Something to think about with electronic technology.

GPS
A couple of weeks ago a friend told me that someone she knew had their car broken into while they
were at a football game. Their car was parked on the green area that was adjacent to the football stadium and specially allotted to football fans. Things stolen from the car included a garage door remote
control, some money and a GPS that had been prominently mounted on the dashboard.
When the victims got home, they found that their house had been ransacked and just about everything
worth anything had been stolen. The thieves had used the GPS to guide them to the house. They then
used the garage remote control to open the garage door and gain entry to the house. The thieves knew
the owners were at the football game, they knew what time the game was scheduled to finish and so
they knew how much time they had to clean out the house. It would appear that they had brought a truck
to empty the house of its contents.
Something to consider if you have a GPS - don’t put your home address in it. Put a nearby address
(like a store or gas station) so you can still find your way home if you need to, but no one else would
know where you live if your GPS were stolen (unless of course they look in the glove compartment for
your car registration that has your home address).
MOBILE PHONES
A woman had her handbag stolen, which contained her cell phone, credit card, wallet, etc.
Twenty minutes later when she called her husband from a pay phone telling him what had happened,
her husband said, “I received your text asking about our pin number and I replied a little while ago.”
When the wife and husband rushed to the bank, the bank staff told them the money had been withdrawn. The thieves had used the stolen cell phone to text ‘hubby’ in the contact list and get the pin
number. Within minutes he had withdrawn all the money from their bank account.
This woman has now changed how she lists the contact names on her mobile phone.
REMEMBER
v Do not disclose the relationship between you and the people in your contact list.
v Avoid using names like Home, Honey, Hubby, Sweetheart, Dad, Mom, etc.
v When sensitive info is being requested through texts, CONFIRM by calling back.
v When texting with friends or family about meeting somewhere, do call them to confirm that the
message came from them. If you don’t reach them, be careful about going some place to meet
them.

Tis the season to be thankful…
to resident Jeffrey Zych
Many thanks to Jeffrey Zych for hanging
the Community’s Holiday Decorations this year.
Your efforts are greatly appreciated!
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Our area businesses are working together. Please support them! To access contact information, please visit
http://www.ospreynokomischamber.com /or our Rivendell website at Lighthouse Property Management.
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Book Group Schedule
By Marilyn Probert

The Book Group will meet on
Monday, January 14, 2013 to
discuss Turn Right at Machu
Picchu by Mark Adams. This is a
nonfiction account of how the author tried to follow in
the footsteps of Hiram Bingham who had stumbled
upon the incredible site nearly a century earlier in
1911. Adams wanted to know who had built Machu
Picchu and why. Many theories have been offered:
Perhaps it was a fort or a place of worship. It might
have been a hideout from the Spanish conquistadores, or maybe a hunting lodge for pleasure and
relaxation. Our readers may have other answers,
and discussion leader Hope Kocian could find herself conducting a rather lively debate.
Barbara Gahry will host at 699 Rivendell Boulevard; her telephone number is 966-5828.
  The February 11 selection will
be A Reliable Wife, a novel by
Robert Goolrick. Ralph Truitt
had placed an ad in a Chicago
newspaper seeking “a reliable
wife.” Catherine Land responded to the ad, but it turned out
that she wasn’t exactly what
Ralph had in mind. Her plan
was to kill Ralph and become a
wealthy widow. Ralph’s goals weren’t entirely innocent either. Complications arise when they fall
in love…with each other.
Pam Babbitt will be
discussion leader in the
home of Carol Heckert
at 808 Placid Lake Drive,
phone 918-9528.
Brooklyn: A Novel by
Colm Toibin will be under
discussion in March. Eilis
Lacey, a young Irish girl
comes to America and
begins a new life. When tragedy summons her
back to Ireland, she faces difficult choices: to stay
in Ireland with her new love, or go back to Brooklyn
and her old love.
All Rivendell residents are welcome at Book
Group gatherings.
We meet at 7:30 p.m. on the second Monday of
the month. If you’d like to attend, please call the
month’s hostess so that she’ll know how many to
expect.

Advertising in the
Woodlands Word

1. Publisher information for paid advertising:
For business ads, contact our newsletter’s
publisher, On Trac Publishing/Teledrex. Please
call Joan Hildebrandt or Jean Hall at 941-723-5003
(800-434-9879). Advertisers may obtain advertising
rates online at http://www.ontracnewsletters.com
orhttp://www.teledrex.com
2. Free Classified Ads for small personal items
for sale or wanted:
Small classified ads are for items such as garage
sales, childcare opportunities, dog walking, etc. These
ads usually run for just one month.  However, young
residents who are offering their services for babysitting,
computer help, etc. can run an ad multiple times. Please
send your written ad to Judy at judysokal@gmail.com
by the 10th of the month in order to make the deadline
for the next month’s issue.
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MEDICAL NEWS YOU CAN USE
Da Vinci Robotic Surgery: Is It
Right For You?
Submitted by Ed Lin; excerpted from
PR Newswire 4/24/12

Editor’s note: Dr. Edward Lin submitted this article with
the following comment: “Is the much-touted da Vinci
robotic surgery all that it is supposed to be? One Rivendell resident developed complications from it at SMH.
Until such time refinement in surgical skills as well as
equipment take place, it may be prudent to choose a
more conventional method of operation.”

Intuitive Surgery Sued for Death Due to Use of Its
Da Vinci Robot
PR Newswire http://www.prnewswire.com/
The father of his deceased 24-year-old daughter
has commenced a lawsuit in New York against Intuitive Surgery, Inc., the maker of the da Vinci surgical
robot, alleging that the device caused her death. In
his complaint, Gilmore McCalla asserts that when
his daughter was having a hysterectomy in a Bronx
hospital in August 2010, the robot caused burns to
an artery and her intestines, which led to her death
two weeks later.
The complaint alleges design flaws in the da Vinci
robot, including un-insulated surgical arms and use
of electrical current that can jump to healthy internal
organs and tissue. It also alleges that physicians
are not properly trained on the device, and that
Intuitive Surgery has failed to run randomized tests
as to complications with its robot.
The complaint also asserts that the manufacturer
has suppressed reports of complications, and has
oversold the merits of its da Vinci robot to hospitals
considering buying it.
McCalla is also asserting that the surgeon operating the robot and the hospital where the procedure
was being done were careless, in part, in not discovering the damage done by the robot.
The da Vinci robot is operated remotely from a
console by a surgeon. Several arms are placed into
the patient, for burning away tissue in order to remove the diseased organ, and also for a camera.
Numerous complications have been reported in
medical journals with the use of the da Vinci robot
in various types of surgery, not only hysterectomies
but also other gynecologic surgery, and prostate
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surgery. The common types of injuries are tears
and burns to blood vessels, intestines, and uterus.
Often these injuries are delayed in their appearance
after the surgery.
Intuitive Surgery, Inc., is currently the sole manufacturer of surgical robots in the country. The cost
for performing robotic surgery exceeds the type of
laparoscopic or open surgery it replaces, and there
has been debate in the medical literature whether
the extra cost is justified because of claimed better
outcomes with the device. The complaint alleges
that Intuitive Surgery has not sponsored any comparative safety tests where patients are selected
prospectively as compared to just looking at results.
In evaluating the cost-benefit ratio in the use of
expensive robotic surgery, some medical groups
have questioned the use of robotic surgery. These
include the American College of Obstetricians and
Gynecologists; and the Kaiser Foundation.
In certain instances where there are complications
while performing robotic surgery, it may be necessary to sue both the robot manufacturer and the
surgeon, who may have been careless in operating
the machine. However, often the surgeon has not
been properly trained by Intuitive Surgery on the use
of the machine and so may not realize that burns
and tears are being inadvertently caused.

Please contact Barb Gahry
at 941-586-3936 or
bgahry@aol.com
to change your phone number,
email address, or to make other
changes to the Directory.
If you wish to advertise, please
call Craig Tirgrath at
941-485-8800.
Rivendell residents will be given
priority for ads submitted.
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RESIDENTS HELPING
RESIDENTS
“Residents Helping Residents” is a new feature of
our newsletter. It will help replace the previous “Service
Provider Recommendation” and “Classified Ads”
columns. The “Residents Helping Residents” will feature
services and special prices that are provided to and
by Rivendell Residents only. It also includes our teen
businesses.
The Classified Ads Column will be printed when there
is a one-time item for sale or something of a similar
nature (Garage Sale).

Rivendell Residents

Please send your name, phone number,
and a description
of the service you can provide to other
Rivendell residents.
Email your information to Kay at
siestakeysunset6@gmail.com

REMINDER

Please Support
The advertisers of the
THERAPY DOG VISITS: I have a white German
Woodlands Word
Shepherd Therapy Dog available for FREE visits
to anyone in the neighborhood who is disabled or
and the Rivendell Directory
would like a therapy dog visit. Our Geno is a three- by shopping at or using their services!

year old Canine Good Citizen and trained Therapy
Dog. Diane Pastva, 412-596-9633.
dep_78@hotmail.com

COMPUTER REPAIR AND INSTRUCTION: Very
reasonable flat charge and hourly rates. Rivendell
Resident Gary Mruz has twenty-nine years’
computer experience, call 941-786-6019 or email
gary.mruz@gmail.com
PET SITTING AND GENERAL HELP: Eve Day,
941-780-2912. College student and long-time
Rivendell resident who has successfully provided
pet sitting services for three years. Will also run
errands, help with routine office or household
work, etc. Will follow all instructions and pricing is
very reasonable. Letters of recommendation are
available.
MOTHER’S HELPER/BABYSITTER: Sivan
Yohann, 966-7766. Pine View student would love
to play with your toddlers after school while you’re
trying to get dinner ready, or babysit your kids so
you can have a well-deserved evening out! I am
extremely friendly and responsible!
GUITAR LESSONS: Daniel Yohann, a Pine View
junior, is offering private guitar lessons. Daniel is
an accomplished guitarist and experienced teacher.
One-half hour or one hour lessons are available.
Reasonable rates. Call 941-375-1242.

VOLUNTEER for
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW
Committee (ARC) or
MAINTENANCE Committee
(MC) for 2013
Qualifications include the ability to work
well with others, good judgment, and a
desire to serve the community. Volunteers
help maintain the beauty and appeal of your
neighborhood.
If interested in serving, please submit
a statement about your interest &
qualifications to
Kyanne Merrill, Lighthouse Property
Management, at kyannemerrill@mgnt.tv.
If you are currently a member of either
committee and wish to serve again
in 2013, please communicate this also to
Kyanne Merrill, Lighthouse Property
Management, at kyannemerrill@mgnt.tv.
Submissions for committee membership
are being accepted.
The appointed committee members will begin
after Board approval at the Annual Election.
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Places To Go: Solomon’s Castle
photos by B. Babbitt

Do you like Florida adventures? How about stained glass windows? What about sculptures and art
using “found” objects? Want to dine in an old boat? Then a visit to Solomon’s Castle in Ona, Florida is
just the destination for you! Solomon’s Castle is the home and studio of sculptor Howard Solomon. This
is a very unique experience. See the castle grounds, designed by Peggy Solomon, and walk along the
nature trail by Horse Creek.

This wonderful destination is an easy drive from Rivendell, and fun for all ages. Solomon’s Castle is
located at 4533 Solomon Road, Ona, FL, and travel from Osprey takes about 1hour, 25 minutes with
a distance of about 63 miles.

Please note that it is closed for 3 summer months (July, August & September) and every Monday.
Tours are Tuesday thru Sunday from 11:00 A.M. To 4:00 P.M. The price is reasonable: Adults: $10.00,
Children (under 12) $4.00. For more information call (863) 494-6077 or visit website
http://www.solomonscastle.com/default.htm
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ARTS and EVENTS IN SARASOTA
Mark Your Calendar
Florida Fantastica by M. F. Cardamone: Botanical Illustrations
at Selby Botanical Gardens

January 9, 2013 to March 3, 2013 - 10:00am to 4:30pm
Plant lovers, history buffs and alternative medicine fans will enjoy Cardamone’s mixed media
show. She is inspired by pressed botanical specimens found in academic labs and natural
history museums. She whimsically records the life histories of plants by combining specimens
with images and words that modernize specimen mounting and botanical illustration.
Last January she collected specimens from Selby Gardens to explore each plant’s history,
ecology, medicinal, folklore, wildlife value and uses.

6th Annual Downtown Venice Craft Festival

January 12th & 13th, 2013
Saturday & Sunday 10 AM - 5 PM Miami Avenue in Downtown Venice
Browse and purchase a wide variety of ceramics, jewelry, stained glass, metal works and much
more. A Green Market offers live flora, freshly popped kettle corn, gourmet spices, and sauces.
Free Admission

Belle Canto

January 25 at 7:00 PM
A concert at The Pine Shores Presbyterian Church by this acclaimed female vocal ensemble.
For more information call Judy Sokal at 966-5904, or visit www.bellecanto.org
Pine Shores Presbyterian Church: 6135 Beechwood Avenue, Sarasota
Admission is free, but please bring a can of soup for All Faiths Food Bank

10th Annual St. Armands Circle Art Festival

January 26th & 27th, 2013 Saturday & Sunday 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM
This popular festival returns every year to St. Armands Circle, draws out large crowds
and  has become an annual favorite of Sarasota County! Free Admission

Key Chorale of Sarasota

January 27, 2013, Sunday, 2:30pm Works of Maurice Duruflé & Ola Gjeilo – choral music from
two modern masters of the mystical in music, including Duruflé’s popular “Requiem” and new
choral music idol Ola Gjeilo’s  “Across the Vast Eternal Sky.” Location: St. Boniface Church on
Siesta Key. Tickets are $22.
Phone: 941-921-4845   Email: info@keychorale.org

Designing Women Fund Raising Schedule

January 31, 2013, 6:30pm    Ambassadors’ Guild Evening Performing Arts Winter-Spring
Series $35 Key Chorale. Previews and Highlights of 2013 Season. Refreshments.
Private shopping 5-6:30pm http://www.designingwomenboutique.org

Van Wezel Performing Arts Center 2012-2013 Event Brochure

Access the Van Wezel’s Event Brochure: www.vanwezel.org/brochure or visit the
event calendar: www.vanwezel.org/boxOffice/eventCalendar
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Minutes Architectural Review Committee
November 27, 2012

Attendees: Gwenda Stepien – Committee Chair, Joe Sefack, Mickie Konner
The ARC meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM with a quorum of 3 Committee members present.
The minutes of the prior ARC meeting were reviewed and agreed as written.
The following applications were reviewed and decided for action.
ITEM

ADDRESS

WORKPLAN

RESOLUTION

1.

1105 Mill Pond Court

Remove existing Hibiscus Replace with
Vibernum Hedge.

Resolved: Approved
Motion:     Joe Sefack   
2nd:            Mickie Konner

2.

577 Meadow Sweet

Transplant Cardboard Palm &
Pigmy Date replace with Jatopa bushes.

Resolved:  Approved
Motion:
    Gwen Stepien   
2nd:             Mickie Konner      

3.

746 Anna Hope Lane

Install Solar Hot Water Panel south side
on the alley side.

Resolved:   Approved
Motion:
     Gwen Stepien
2nd:
     Joe Sefack

4.

808 Shadow Bay Way

Remove Pin Oak Tree that Is damaging
irrigation lines in ground-root growth.

Resolved:   Approved
Motion:
     Joe Sefack    
2nd:
      Mickie Konner

5.

928 Eagle Isle Court

Paint house same as original color.

Resolved:   Approved
Motion:       Joe Sefack
2nd:
     Mickie Konner

ARC meeting adjourned at 6:30 pm.       
Next Meetings: January 1, 2013 and January 29, 2013

ARC TIPS from Gwen Stepien

A FRIENDLY REMINDER FOR HOMEOWNERS
Remember, when choosing paint for your house exterior, to make sure your paint color is one of the
approved colors in the ARC guidelines: neutral, same as original, light to midrange, beige, light tan, light
grey, olive or corals. No black or white is acceptable. The color must be approved by the Architectural
Review Committee. Also, paint color swatch/sample must be sent with application.
Please follow the instructions on the application – a PLAT/SURVEY must be attached for all landscape
changes and exterior alterations. Neighbors should be notified. Send your application to Lighthouse
Management, which will check it and send it on to ARC

The Architectural Review Committee (ARC)

meets the last Tuesday of each month at 6:00pm
Location: Cottages Clubhouse
Applications are due to Lighthouse Management by the third Tuesday of each month.
NOTE: The ARC recommends that applications be received one week before the next meeting.
Applications received after the monthly date will have to wait until following month.
REMINDER: If you are submitting an ARC Application Form for Landscape changes, you must attach a copy of your
Site Plan (also called a Survey of Lot or Plot Plan or Plat). Your application will NOT be reviewed without a copy and this
would delay your work. The Site Plan should show names of specific plants and locations for proposed landscaping or fencing.
Dates, times, and locations of Board and Committee meetings are based on the information
available at the time of publication.
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Communications
(judysokal@gmail.com)
Board Liaison, Bobby Merrill
Chair, Judy Sokal
Directory, Barb Gahry
Block Captains, Cindy Schmidl
Newsletter: Linda Pearlstein, Kay Mruz, Marilyn
Probert, Norma Lee Rhines, and Mike Bergman Reporter Representative
Reporters: Barb Gahry, Carol Heckert, Mary
Kennedy, Charles Kiblinger, Ed Lin, Anita Voth,
and Pam Babbitt

Architectural Review (ARC)
(gwendaarc@gmail.com)
Board Liaison, Nancy Schubert
Chair, Gwen Stepien
Shirley Borean, Mickie Konner, Mary Marryott,
Joseph Sefack

Maintenance Committee (combining
Landscape/Environmental & Pool)
(jimstepien@gmail.com)
Board Liaison, Walter Perkowski
Chair, Jim Stepien
Rosanne Beatty, Bill Bloom, Bill Brenner,
Nigel Day, Dave Gill, Carol Heckert, Carole
Myles, Carl Schubert, Nancy Schubert

Access the Rivendell website at:
http://www.lighthousepropertymanagement.net/
portal_login.html
Your input and feedback are always
encouraged and welcomed.
Deadline: Submit articles and information to Kay
Mruz (siestakeysunset6@gmail.com) by the tenth of
the month.

Sarasota County Sheriff
Non-emergency Contact number for our
area is: 316-1201
Please use this number for non-emergencies

Rivendell Board of Directors
Curt Kennedy, president
(curtkennedy@hotmail.com)
Nancy Schubert, vice-president
(nancy@nschubert.com)
Liaison to Architectural Review (ARC)
Walter Perkowski, secretary
(walter@SRQmoves.com)
Liaison to Landscape/Environmental
Bobby Merrill, treasurer
(bobbymerrill3@aol.com)
Liaison to Communications
Bruce Lorie, director
(brucelorie@yahoo.com)

Subassociation Officers
The Cottages Board of Directors
RU1NA = Rivendell Unit 1 Neighborhood Association

Dave Perez, President
Carole Myles, 1st Vice President
Mickie Konner, 2nd Vice President
Margery Arendt, Treasurer
Mike Georgopolis, Secretary

Patio Homes Board of Directors
Edward Diggs, President
Jayne Irene, Secretary
Bruce Whalen, Treasurer

The Villas Board of Directors
Sherry Sholtis, President
Ruth Sellick, Vice-President
Lory Turner, Secretary-Treasurer
Published by On Trac Publishing, 723-5003
Delivered by Observer, 366-3468

Question? Complaint? Concern?
Lighthouse Property Management: 966-6844
Property Manager: Kyanne Merrill, kyannemerrill@mgmt.tv
Assistant: Shannon Banks, shannonbanks@mgmt.tv
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• Looking for great places to eat?
• Love saving money?
• Want to try something new?
• Enjoy community events?

(941) 484-4444

“Call The Professionals”

Visit our website to start
receiving your FREE subscription!

S

˛ On Time or it’s FREE Guarantee Mei nior &
l
DiScoitary
˛ 100% Satisfaction Guarantee
unt!
˛ Better Business Bureau A+ Rated
˛ Family owned and operated since 1985
& Service / Drain Cleaning / Re-Piping / Pipe Lining &

$20.00 OFF
Service
Cannot be used on minimum service charge and
cannot be combined with any other discounts.

www.TownTaster.com

