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Message From The President

I am honored and proud to have been reelected to the
Rivendell Board and appointed President.
I would like to thank the past and present Boards of the
Cottages, the Villas, the Patios and Rivendell, along with the
Maintenance, Communication, and ARC Committees for the
work they do and have done. These 40 to 50 volunteers make
and keep our community what it is today, a beautiful place to
live. Committees are open to homeowners and if you would
like to attend or join, contact the committee chairperson or
refer to The Woodlands Word for the time and place of each
meeting.
The Rivendell Board meetings are held at the Our Savior
Lutheran Church at 2705 Tamiami Trail North in Nokomis on
the 1st Wednesday of the month.
Joe Sefack, President

Next Rivendell Board Meeting
Wednesday, March 2nd 2016
at 6:00pm
OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH
2705 N Tamiami Trail
Any changes to this date will be
posted on the website
www.rivendellcommunity.com

Highlights, Annual Meeting and Board
Meeting, February 1, 2016

By Carol Heckert; reviewed by Bobby Merrill

Annual Meeting
Three members were elected to the Board of Directors.
Those elected were Bruce Lorie, Joe Sefack, and Gwen
Leaning. They join Board members Bobby Merrill and Walter
Perkowski.
There were two nominations for the Board of Directors from
the floor. Those nominated were Vincent Barone and Richard
Morgan.
The rollover of funds from 2015 to 2016 was approved. The
funds rolled over total $67,338.
Committee Reports:
ARC: 8 of 9 ARC applications were approved in December;
5 of 7 were approved in January, with 1 on hold.
Maintenance: No report.
Communications: Homeowners were urged to submit new
phone numbers and email addresses to Lighthouse Property
Management on the Community Directory Update Form,
which was included in the Annual Meeting packet.
There were no homeowner comments.
Board of Directors Meeting
Officers were chosen at the Board of Directors Meeting
that followed the Annual Meeting. Officers are Joe Sefack,
President; Gwen Leaning, Vice-President; Walter Perkowski,
Secretary; Bobby Merrill, Treasurer. Those authorized to sign
checks are Bobby Merrill, Joe Sefack, and Bruce Lorie.
Committee chairpersons were approved. They will be John
Fitzgibbon, ARC; Jim Stepien, Maintenance; Carol Heckert,
Communications.
The next Board of Directors Meeting will take place
Wednesday, March 2, at Our Savior Lutheran Church, 2705
N. Tamiami Trail, Nokomis.
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Great Community Helps Find Lost Pet

My cat was found hiding in a bush in my neighbor’s yard! We
must have checked 10 times but don’t underestimate camouflage and the fear of an animal to move. Don’t assume they
will come back...but don’t give up - sometimes pets can show
up or they can be hiding right under your nose!
2. Use the Phone: Call animal shelters each day for weeks!
Call animal services everyday!
3. Spread the Word: Ask neighbors to help and make clear
signs.
Our family feels blessed to live in a place where it seems
that wildlife, pets, and children are treated as treasures - that’s
what we’ve been looking for in a community.

By Robin and Mike Prucha

A few weeks ago, I woke up to an extremely quiet morning.
Since my tuxedo cat, “Little,” always was screaming at me
first thing, I knew something was terribly wrong! He is a part
of our family so I became terribly saddened when I realized
that he must have snuck out the night before. Since “Little”
is deaf and not used to being outside, I was concerned that
he might never be found again. Could my little boy protect
himself? We knew time was of the essence. Pets are usually
closer than you think, hiding but too terrified to even come
out for a familiar loving voice.
Would I ever find him again? It was time for action!
✓ Microchip: I called to update his microchip (we moved
❏
and forgot to do that!)
✓ Animal Services: Animal services will put cats down
❏
pretty quickly so I called, informed them, and planned to visit
every day. I also called nearby animal shelters.
✓ 5 House Rule: I looked everywhere, knocked on neigh❏
bor’s doors, showed pictures of “Little” to people passing by,
and looked in every bush, up trees, up to five houses down
at least 4 times! Cats that are not familiar with the outdoor
neighborhood usually don’t move too far from home in the
first day or two.
✓ More Eyes are Better than Two: My husband made
❏
fliers and we saw neighbors get out of their cars to see the
missing kitty!
✓ Don’t Forget your Cat’s Routine: We put food out at his
❏
feeding times, just in case he would come out at that time.
The most amazing thing I found through this whole ordeal
was twofold: not only did I learn what to do right away when
a pet is lost, but I found out that my new Rivendell community
was a special, caring place. There were people who listened
intently and promised to look for him any time they could. They
gave advice and hope - letting me know that they found their
animal in a neighbor’s garage or up a tree days later. Not only
that, my neighbor Nancy wrote to the Rivendell website and
was able to make the community aware, and her husband
helped by looking with a flashlight in the bushes! That is a
caring community- that is one that I would like my family to
be a part of! I happily would love to help others in their time
of need as well.
As a final ending - thank you Rivendell neighbors for helping find a family member. Secondly, if you ever need help in
finding a pet, I will be the first to share what I learned. Here
are some helpful hints if you lose a pet:
1. Don’t wait! Look right away everywhere 4 times or more!
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Next Maintenance
Committee Meeting
The Maintenance Committee meets
the last Wednesday of each month
at 7pm in the Cottages Clubhouse
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Kwikset Front Door Handle Hardware
By Pam Babbitt

If your home was built by Lennar then it’s
likely that your front door hardware came
with a life-time, free replacement guarantee*. If the finish on your hardware is
tarnished, call Kwikset Customer Service
(1-800-327-5625). They will send an email
with a web link containing a submission
form to which you can attach a photo of
your tarnished hardware. Follow the instructions provided on the submission form
to submit your image(s). Allow 48 hours
for your case to be processed. They will
assign a case number to you. A few weeks
later you will have new front door hardware!
It will help if you know the model name and finish of your
door handles, if you need both the inside and outside handles,
and if you need a “dummy” handle (no locking mechanism;
usually used for double-doors). If you are unsure of your product information, then visit the Kwikset website before calling:
http://www.kwikset.com/products/categories/handlesets.aspx
*Guarantee: If a mechanical or finish defect occurs, please
call 1-800-327-5625 or return it to Kwikset Corporation, Consumer Services, 19701 Da Vinci, Lake Forest, CA 92610.

March Free Events at
Gulf Gate Library
March 5, Saturday, at 2:00 PM. A family program.
Children from the Irish Dance Academy will perform traditional
Irish Step Dances.
March 12, Tuesday, at 2:00 PM.
Poet John Foster, recipient of multiple awards, presents “The
Funny Bone in Poetry or Probing the Humerus.”
March 16, Wednesday, 1:30 PM.
Earyle Musicke Consort, conducted by Charlotte Trautwein in
performance. This is an annual event enjoyed by all.
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Book Group Schedule
By Marilyn Probert

The Book Group will meet on Monday, March 14, to discuss Anita Diamant’s novel The Boston Girl. Addie
Baum was born in 1900 to Jewish
immigrant parents who had a difficult time adjusting to life in the New
World. Now in her eighties, Addie
recounts her experiences growing
up in Boston and dealing with her
parents’ old-fashioned values and,
as the years go by, embracing love,
friendship and the innovations that
each new decade presented. Anita
Sarno will host the group at 713
Fordingbridge Way; please call her at 941-918-1669 if you
plan to attend.
The selection for April is The Nightingale, a novel by Kristin
Hannah. Set in France, two sisters Viane and Isabelle, meet
the challenges of the German Occupation in different ways.
Viane wants to obey the rules and keep her daughter safe
as she waits for her husband, now a German POW, to come
home and take care of them. Rebellious Isabel, inspired by
DeGaulle, joins the Resistance and works to end and win the
war.
In May we will read and discuss Mrs. Poe, a historical
novel by Lynne Cullen. This is a tale of a romantic triangle
consisting of Edgar Allen Poe, his wife, and his mistress Mrs.
Osgood, who has been abandoned by her husband. Told from
the viewpoint of Mrs. Osgood, we see a moody man carrying
dark secrets on the one hand, and an affectionate attentive
lover on the other.
The Book Group meets at 7:30pm on the second Monday
of the month and all Rivendell residents are welcome. Please
call the month’s hostess if you would like to participate.

Happy
St. Patrick’s
Day!

(These yummy meatballs are favorites of the Communications Committee
when we party!)

Easy Cocktail Meatballs

From the kitchen of Barb Gahry

Ingredients:
1 2 lb. bag of frozen pre-cooked cocktail-sized meatballs,
		
either turkey or beef
1 14. oz. bottle of chili sauce
1 14 oz. can of whole berry or jellied cranberry sauce (This
recipe is actually on the can’s label of Ocean Spray Cranberry
Sauce.)
Preparation:
Combine the sauces in a large pot and cook over medium-low heat until smooth. Add the frozen meatballs and cook
for about 15 minutes or until meatballs are heated through.
If you prefer to use a slow cooker, combine the sauces, put
the meatballs on top and cook for 4 hours on High.
Makes 30 appetizer servings.
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Spanish Point in March
Venice Audubon Events

Excerpted from Wings & Things,
Venice Audubon Newsletter, March/April 2016
Saturday, March 5, 2016: Venice Audubon Open House,
Plant & Bake Sale.
When & Where: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Venice Audubon
Center, 4002 South Tamiami Trail, Venice.
Activities: Purchase baked goods or native butterfly plants;
participate in a raffle for a handmade bird quilt; and browse
the book table. And view the nesting birds at the Venice
Rookery. Proceeds benefit the Audubon Education program
for elementary students.
Tuesday, March 22, 2016: Program Topic: Florida ScrubJays.
How is Florida’s native bird species doing? Find out where
they are thriving and how to help monitor and protect them.
Presenter: Marianne Korosy of Audubon Florida and coordinator of the Jay Watch program.
Time: Social begins at 6 pm with the free program open to
the public beginning at 6:30 pm.
Where: Venice Audubon Center, 4002 South Tamiami Trail,
Venice.
BIRDING CLASS SERIES: Birding classes for beginners,
intermediate birders or a refresher for others.
What: The class is a series of steps to identify birds, with
the final day an outdoor field experience.
When: Mondays, March 7, 14, 21 and 28, from 2p.m. to 4
p.m.
Where: Venice Audubon Center, 4002 South Tamiami Trail,
Venice.
Registration & Fee: A $15 donation per person to VAAS
is requested. Advance registration required. Contact class
leader, Charlie Sample, at csample41@verizon.net to register.
Directions to Venice Audubon Center and Rookery: Turn
off of U.S. 41 (Tamiami Trail) onto Annex Road located behind
the R. L. Anderson Administration Building, Venice. Continue
on Annex Road. The Venice Audubon Center will be on your
right. The Rookery is a short distance past the Center. Call:
941-496-8984
Email: info@veniceaudubon.org

FAIRY HOUSE FESTIVAL: A wonderful event for all ages!
Saturday, March 5, 9-5 & Sunday, March 6, 12-5
Enchanted garden walks, Face painting, storytelling, crafts,
musical performances, Vendors’ Village and more.
Free to members. Adults $12, Seniors $10. Children 6-12 $5,
Age 5 and under free.
ART HISTORY WITH BAILA MILLER: August Rodin
Thurs., March 10, 12 noon
Learn about the life of this remarkable French artist and his
works that set the stage for modern sculpture. Reservations
required. $20 HSP members, $25 non-members. Includes
lunch. Call 966-5214.
TEA WITH MRS. PALMER
Wednesday, March 23, 11:30 a.m. at The Pergola
Mrs. Palmer and guests will meet near the Sunken Garden
to share afternoon tea and conversation. Mrs. Palmer will
tell stories of her marriage to Potter Palmer, her life as the
Grand Dame of Chicago’s society, and her life in Sarasota
and Osprey. $30. Reservations required. (Rivendell resident
Judy Sokal portrays Bertha Palmer.)

Historic Spanish Point Boat Rides

Visitors will once again be able to take a tour of the surrounding waters on HSP’s vessel, The Magic. Participants
will learn about Historic Spanish Point, the ecology of Little
Sarasota Bay and get an up-close view of nature and wildlife.
Tours are subject to availability, weather and tides permitting,
and must be reserved in advance. Tickets are $13 plus regular
admission. Call (941) 966-5214, ext. 1 for your reservation
today!
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RESIDENTS HELPING RESIDENTS
MATHEMATICS TUTORING: Calculus and Statistics. Specializing in AP courses. Retired Math teacher from the NE with
30+ years experience in public and private schools. Rivendell
resident. Your home or ours! Multiple student discount available. Ref: Who’s Who in American Education, New Jersey
Governor’s Teacher Award. Call Carol: 941-866-0270 OR
email gdontheroad@yahoo.com.

DANCE ON YOUR SCALE this New Year! Dr. Maggi Verhagen and Deb Holton-Smith RN BSN, certified health coaches, are offering “simple solutions to optimal health” with our
special BeSLIM Club. An average weight loss of 10 pounds
per month is possible. See if this 5+1 plan is a fit for you. We
live in Rivendell and have personally done this program. For
a free consultation call Deb at 941-315-5569.

BABYSITTER: 15 year-old Rivendell Pine View student
has certified American Red Cross Babysitter’s Training with
Pediatric First Aid and CPR. I absolutely love kids! Call Zoe
Gavette at 941-918-8200.

A RIVENDELL COMMUNITY BRIDGE CLUB has been
formed! We meet from 1:00 - 4:00 the first and third Wednesday of each month. If you would like to join us, or would like
your name added to the substitute list, please call or write
Deb Jones at 517-515-4994 or debraljones@gmail.com

LAMPPOST REPAIR: Rivendell Resident Bill Bloom is offering lamppost repair services. Is your lamppost light staying
on? Charge is $40 for parts, labor and cleaning. Replacing
a burned out bulb is $15, and this includes new bulb and
cleaning. Call 941-587-8439.
BABYSITTER: Sivan Yohann, 941-408-5549, a Pine View
senior and a very experienced babysitter. I will keep your
kids busy with soccer and crafts and all sorts of activities. I
am extremely friendly and responsible! References available
upon request.
BIKE REPAIRS, KAYAK AND BIKE RENTALS: Mike and
Sheila Lewis offer free delivery and pick-up to Rivendell
residents for bike and kayak rentals, bike repairs and maintenance. Call 941 346-1797-or email ssrentals@aol.com or
visit their web site at www.siestasportsrentals.com
COMPUTER REPAIR AND INSTRUCTION PLUS ALL
HOME ELECTRONICS (TABLETS, SMART PHONES, TV’s,
DVD’s, NETFLIX and MORE): For Rivendell & Willowbend
residents I charge a very reasonable $25 an hour rate. I also
offer flat charges such as $50 max for any computer virus
repair taking over two hours. I am a Rivendell resident with
thirty years computer and home automation experience. Call
Gary Mruz 941-786-6019 or email gary.mruz@gmail.com

MAILBOX REVITALIZATION: Are your mailbox numbers
faded or missing? For $25 I will clean your mailbox number
area and replace both sides with new white numbers! Contact
Deb Jones at 517-515-4994 or debraljones@gmail.com to
arrange this service.
HULA HOOP LESSONS with Rivendell resident Diane Pastva: I am a certified and licensed hula-hoop instructor. I have
three certifications in hoop fitness and hoop dance. I have
been teaching for four years and have a dance background.
I enjoy teaching adult beginning hula hoop to small groups,
and I give private lessons. I have hoops available to use and
for purchase. If interested please call me at 412-596-9633.

Rivendell Residents
Please send your name, phone number,
and a description of the service you can
provide to other Rivendell residents.
Email your information to Marilyn at
marilynprobert@gmail.com

WANTED: CAVALIER KING CHARLES OWNERS! Do you
have a well mannered, potty trained Cavalier and would like to
reciprocate sitting services with me while you or I are away, or
use as back-up in case of emergency? Must be up to date on
all shots and flea/heartworm protected. No monies involved,
just assurance that our babies are being well taken care of
and loved while we are on vacation. Apollo would love to
have a new friend. Call Anita @ 941-321-0452 if interested.
PETSITTER, HOUSESITTER: An adult resident of Rivendell
for 15 years, I love cats, dogs, birds, and bunnies. I am also
very qualified to take care of your home while you are away. A
dependable daily (for pets), bi-weekly, weekly, or monthly visit
can be scheduled. Or I can stay at your home, if you prefer.
My experience and references will provide you with peace of
mind that your pets and/or house are being well cared for.
Call Carolanne Haddock at 941-539-6176.

Don’t forget to set your clocks
one hour ahead on Sunday
March 13th, 2016 at 2am
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Places to Go: Emerson Point Preserve at Palmetto

Excerpted from the following sources: www.mymanatee; www.parksnreview; Wikipedia
Emerson Point Preserve is located at the mouth of the
Manatee River where it meets Lower Tampa Bay. It is a 365acre preserve located at the tip of Snead Island in western
Palmetto. At Emerson Point, visitors can bike, hike, or drive
through the preserve or climb the observation tower for a view
of Tampa Bay. Enjoy Florida’s wildlife and native plants while
exploring prehistoric and historic sites.
The historical and archeological site is the Portavant Temple
Mound, southwest Florida’s largest Native American Temple
Mound, and the surrounding midden complex. The Portavant
Temple Mound is on the U.S. National Register of Historic
Places. It is one of fifteen or more “temple mounds” found
in the Tampa Bay area and was used by the Safety Harbor
Native American culture.
Amenities:
• Hiking and nature trails
• Kayak/canoeing trails and launch that access to the 		
tidal canals and Terra Ceia Bay
• Environmental education
• Non-motorized bicycle trails
• Rollerblading – only on the paved trail
• Picnic areas/ shelters /restrooms
• Wildlife viewing areas
• Observation tower
• Hiking available on all trails

• Accessibility: One paved trail that begins at the entrance
and ends at the Point. The North and South Restoration Trails
are packed shell.
• Bicycling: Available on all trails except the Terra Ceia Trail
and the Portavant Mound Trail.
• Fishing: Available from the shoreline along the Manatee
River and Terra Ceia Bay along the perimeter and subject to
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation regulations.
• Safe swimming beach
Information:
Emerson Address: 5801 17th Street West, Palmetto. Entrance and parking is free.
Phone: (941) 721-6885
Hours: open daily sunrise to sunset with local volunteers to
assist
Bring:
Bug spray
Camera
Driving Directions:
• From Osprey take I-75 North to Exit 224.
• After exiting, merge onto US-301 S.
• Continue onto 10th St. W and Continue onto 13th St. W.
• Turn Right onto Tarpon Road.
• Turn Left onto 17th St. W. Continue for 1.2 miles.
• Emerson Point Preserve will be on the Left.

WHOM SHOULD I CONTACT?
All communication regarding maintenance issues or community infractions must
be sent directly to Lighthouse Property Management for handling. For example,
if you spot a broken street light, or issues with the pool janitorial duties,
communicate the information to Lighthouse Property Management via email, phone call or a letter.
If you have ideas, suggestions or feedback regarding the common areas, trees, plants, ponds and
pool (all items under the MC responsibility) attend a Maintenance Committee meeting to discuss.
If you would like to request any official Rivendell document, contact Lighthouse Property
Management in writing. Some information may be in the website but Lighthouse Property
Management has ALL official documents for Rivendell.
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LOOKING FOR RIVENDELL CLASSIFIEDS?
ITEMS FOR SALE, ITEMS WANTED, LOST
AND FOUND, HELP WANTED, GARAGE SALES,
RESIDENTS HELPING RESIDENTS and SERVICE
PROVIDER RECOMMENDATIONS

All Rivendell Classifieds are now on
the community website
www.rivendellcommunity.com
Contact Lighthouse Management for the password to the
residents section of the website.
For other information regarding the Rivendell classifieds please contact
Gary Mruz (gary.mruz@gmail.com)
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Architectural Review Committee Report - 1/26/2016
Attendees: Jim Stepien, Cindy Caria, John Fitzgibbon, John Martin, Board Liaison Joe Sefack.
The ARC meeting was called to order at 6:05 PM with a quorum of Committee members present. The following applications
were reviewed and decided for action.
ITEM

1.

2.

ADDRESS

1072 Mallard Marsh Drive

510 Meadow Sweet Circle

543 Meadow Sweet Circle
3.

4.

575 Meadow Sweet Circle

WORKPLAN

RESOLUTION

Extend lanai & cage

Resolved: On hold
Motion:
2nd:
Note: Subject to our Board attorney’s opinion on
easement

Repaint house

Repaint house

Resolved: Approved
Motion: John F.
2nd:
Cindy
Resolved: Denied
Motion:
John F.
2nd:
Cindy
Note: Missing paint samples

Repaint house

Resolved: Approved
Motion:
John F.
2nd:
John M.

5.

1345 New Forest Lane

Landscape

Resolved: Approved
Motion: John F.
John M.
2nd:
Note: Home owners removed ornamental grass from
application

6.

717 Fordingbridge Way

Solar panel

Resolved: Approved
Motion: Jim
2nd:
John F.

TV dish

Resolved: Approved
Motion:
Jim
John M.
2nd:
Note: Dish must be located on the side or rear of house

7.

913 Scherer Way

Next Architectural Review Committee (ARC) Meeting
The ARC meets the last Tuesday of each month at 6:00pm
Location: Cottages Clubhouse
Applications are due to Lighthouse Management by the third Tuesday of each month.
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Advertising in the Woodlands Word
For paid business ads, contact our newsletter’s
publisher, On Trac Publishing/Teledrex.
Please call Joan Hildebrandt or Jean Hall
at 941-723-5003 (800-434-9879).
Advertisers may obtain advertising rates online

http://www.ontracnewsletters.com
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Rivendell Community Contacts
Committees

Rivendell Board of Directors

Communication Committee
Chair: Carol Heckert (carolheckert@verizon.net)

Joe Sefack, President (jr.sefack@gmail.com)

Architectural Review (ARC)
Chair: John Fitzgibbon (john.fitz48@gmail.com)
Maintenance Committee (MC)
Chair: Jim Stepien (jimstepien@gmail.com)
Rivendell website: www.rivendellcommunity.com
Contact Lighthouse Management for password to
RESIDENTS section.
Lighthouse Property Management:
941-966-6844
Property Manager: Shannon Banks
(shannonbanks@mgmt.tv)

Gwen Leaning,Vice President (gweninthesun@msn.
com)
Walter Perkowski, Secretary (walter@SRQmoves.
com)
Bobby Merrill, Treasurer (bobbymerrill3@aol.com)
Bruce Lorie, Director (brucelorie@yahoo.com)

Sub-Association Boards of Directors
The Cottages: Ken Alarie, President; Steve
Bragg, 1st Vice President; Bill Vanik, 2nd Vice
President; Margery Arendt, Treasurer; Carol Costa,
Secretary.

Assistant Property Manager: Melissa Derisier
(melissaderisier@mgmt.tv)
For a more detailed list of committee members and
contact information please see the printed Rivendell
Directory or the Rivendell website.

Patio Homes: Edward Diggs, President; Jayne
Irene, Secretary; Bruce Whalen, Treasurer.
The Villas: Sherry Sholtis, President; Jane
Randhawa, VP/Secretary; Fred Hawkins,
Treasurer.

Deadline: Submit articles and information to Judy Sokal (judysokal@gmail.com)
by the tenth of the month.

Sarasota County Sheriff

Non-emergency Contact number for our area is: 316-1201
Please use this number for non-emergencies

The Rivendell Community Web Site
is available at
WWW.RIVENDELLCOMMUNITY.COM
Please contact Lighthouse Management
for the password to the RESIDENTS
section or check your annual voting
ballot/proxy mailer.
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