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 In this edition of Woodlands Word, we 
take you back – a veritable blast from 
the past – to those days when most of us 
looked forward or even dreaded that day 
following Labor Day when we boarded the 
bus for the first day of school.  Of course, in 
this decade and earlier school now begins 

in August.  How I would have detested that in my childhood.  
The last week of August was one in which I always anticipated.  
It was during that week that we went to the STATE FAIR.  Now, 
if you have been watching the news during the past weeks you 
have seen a parade of presidential candidates participating 
in the Iowa State Fair.  That even today is a snapshot of what 
the Michigan State Fair looked like in the 60s and probably 
still does today.  We would dutifully follow one or both of my 
parents to the exhibits or barns where they wanted to point 
out something of more local interest.  And then at some point, 
we were free to hit the midway and all the rides.  To this day I 
still can feel the free-falling sensation of the DOUBLE Ferris 
Wheel.  When you were on the top wheel and it made its 
revolution around, it was like nothing else. The abandonment 
of screaming in terror backed-up with joy is one that I rarely 
have experienced since.
 Back-to-Back-to-School
 In our Neighbors column, Nancy Giordano gives us a 
glimpse into what those words mean to several residents 
of Rivendell whose careers were in the noble profession of 
teaching.  Their comments offer a delightful view from the 
other side of the desk.
 Our location adjacent to Pine View School provides daily 
interactions with a variety of students biking, hiking or scooter-
ing to school.  Please be on the look-out, especially if you’re 
on the streets behind the wheel of a vehicle.  Students in 
the Laurel School district have their primary bus stop at the 
Woodland community pool.  A similar word of look outs for 
these children and also the parental pick-ups, and speaking 
of parental pick-ups:  the Board continues to search for solu-
tions to the sometimes overwhelming amount of cars on our 
streets waiting for Pine View students.  There are no great 
solutions for this problem.  And, it is a problem for our residents 
who may have their driveways compromised and the hassle 
it creates in general for those of us driving in and out of our 
neighborhood.

 Sue Remy reports on two different subjects this month, both 
equally valuable.  We share our community with beautiful 
Sandhill Cranes. They are a fascinating bird and we are so 
fortunate to have them in our midst.  Like children, they require 
vigilance on our part.  Nothing saddens me more that seeing 
a Sandhill lying on the side the road and then watching its 
mate for days after  in mourning caused by a careless driver. 
 In her second story, Sue reminds us of the importance of 
our ponds and preserves not only for Rivendell but the larger 
community

Join 665 of your fellow 
Rivendell Residents on the NEXTDOOR 

social network www.nextdoor.com 
Are you seeking a service 
provider recommendation? 

Do you have an item to sell? 
Do you have any questions about 

Rivendell or other topics 
residents can help with? 

Nextdoor is the world’s largest 
social network for the neighborhood. 

Nextdoor enables truly local 
conversations that empower neighbors 

to build stronger and safer communities.
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Watch Out!

Unlike big chain stores, Diamond Bay Jewelers is a locally 

owned, family business offering the most complete in-house 

repair services backed by over 30 years of experience.

What we offer: 

•  Jewelry and watch appraisals by a GIA certified Gemologist

•  Laser jewelry repairs: unlike traditional fire torch use, repairs 

can be done with modern laser technology on even the 

most delicate gemstones.

•  Custom design and redesign services: create new pieces or 

breathe new life into your old pieces.  

Every Tuesday is Appraisal Clinic Day: make an 

appointment to come in and get an updated value on your 

jewelry by one of our very experienced GIA gemologists. It's 

very important to update the valuable pieces in your jewelry 

collection especially since all precious metals, diamonds, and 

colored stones have gone up dramatically in the last few years.  

We aim at becoming your trusted go-to family jeweler.  

We carry a vast selection 

of diamonds and colored 

stone jewelry and are 

proud to carry the new 

fresh & trendy Imperial 

Pearls Collection.

We look forward to 

serving Sarasota, Osprey, 

and Venice from the 

beautiful Bay Street Plaza.

3976 Destination Dr., Unit 105 •Osprey, FL
941-786-1013 • DiamondBayJewelers.com

WE WANT TO BE YOUR JEWELER!

Purchase 2 appraisals, 
get the 3rd FREE! 

($100 value)

The Rivendell Community Web Site 
is available at

WWW.RIVENDELLCOMMUNITY.COMPro
tect yourself from the sun....

Don’t forget your sunscreen and sunglass
es

!

  Watch for It
 The data collection email requests will be 
hitting your inbox in September.  This is the 
project formerly known as “Spring Cleaning” 
that was put on pause during the changeover 
between management companies.
 This is an attempt to clean up data such as your cell 
number, home number, email address, etc. for Rivendell’s 
records.  It will also allow for an up-to-date directory to be 
published for the community.
 Please watch for the email.  Our data guru Christopher 
Smith has made the process very easy for all to follow.
    Thanks Chris.  Watch for the request and return the form.  
Easy Peasy!
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Back-to-School
By Nancy Giordano

 Do we ever really lose those Back-to-School feelings? 
The feelings of excitement, anxiety, and the new challenges 
before us; the anticipation of being with those September 
to June friends once again. It seems fair to say many of our 
neighbors can relate to those youthful, school day emotions 
that still often pop up this time of year.
 But what about teachers…How did they feel as summer 
“vacation” came to a close and it was time to get Back-to-
School?  Since I didn’t have an answer to that question, I 
reached out to some of Rivendell’s retired teachers for their 
thoughts on this topic, which quickly and easily evolved 
from getting Back-to-School to the joys of simply being 
there!
 Who had the hardest time adjusting to the new school 
year? A high school teacher said adjusting to the new 
year is difficult for teachers - many new names, faces, 
and personalities and often new subjects to teach.  At the 
same time, some elementary teachers say parents had 
the biggest adjustment; dropping off that kindergartner - 
letting go, turning, and walking away – that’s tough. Or is 
it hardest on the little ones themselves…like my younger 
brother (later a 6’1” Marine) who hid behind my Mom’s 
dress (using it to wipe the tears and stifle the sobs) every 
day for a few weeks! Okay, so no clear-cut answer to that 
question.
 Let’s move on to what age student is the most willing to 
learn and try new things? There’s the older highschooler 
with “maturity and looming college applications” as mo-
tivating factors, or the younger set as they developed 
reading skills, and the “light comes on.”  I do remember 
that enthusiasm in my children’s eyes and their desire to go 
back for more, including my child with learning disabilities. 
The need to be taught and to learn differently nevertheless 
nurtured the “I can do it” spirit and determination!
 Greatest teaching joy?  Deciding to ignore those index 
card “descriptions” of a child who had been labelled as 
non-cooperative and not responsible, one teacher chose 
him as her helper.  He was sent on errands, acted as her 
guide in her new school, and overall was an eager, go-to 
aide.  A successful start to the year turned it into a produc-
tive one for this young man. It also confirmed this teacher’s 
belief “kids will usually respond correspondingly if adults 
expect their best.”  Yes! to that.
 How about a “best” recollection: Imagine the pleasure 
of having your own child as a student…in an AP calculus 
class no less. The pleasure was yearlong, but not without 
a few day-by-day challenges! One day in particular, as this 
teacher/Mom was writing a lengthy solution to a derivative 
problem, her son said loudly enough for all to hear, “You 
made a mistake Mom.”  He was right. The “Mom” look 
she gave him did not deter, however. Within a minute she 
heard, “You made another mistake, Mom.” His classmates 
shared some colorful thoughts that class; his teacher/Mom 
tried to make the best of a then hopeless one!  (Mom - We 
all have bad days.)

 Teachers are a passionate group.  Regardless of the age 
of their students, the grade or subject matter they taught, 
they believe they had it best.  From first and second grade 
through middle and high school, public or private (throw in 
a little home-schooling of a grandchild by ZOOM school!) 
and even tutoring in retirement, these teachers loved what 
they did, and some still do it in one form or another.  
 And they not only taught, but they also learned. They 
learned patience. They learned “you catch more flies with 
honey than with vinegar.” They learned keeping it simple 
can often be best! They learned listening to a child goes a 
long way toward solving problems.  Back-to-School was 
always a good day.
 Hmm…that Back to School feeling…let’s hum a few bars.

941-750-6313

KEEPING YOU COOLKEEPING YOU COOL
ALL YEAR ROUND!ALL YEAR ROUND!

VETERAN OWNED
AND FAMILY OPERATED

Licensed & Insured 
#CAC056961

ANNUAL A/C
MAINTENENCE

$95.00 value

$64.95

FREE SERVICE CALL
 w/ paid repair

NEW CUSTOMER

2.5 TON
$4,995

3.5 TON
$5,361

4 TON
$5,520

3 TON
$5,175

COMPLETE INSTALLATIONS 
Starting at

Did you know?... 
 Labor Day is an American holiday ob-
served the first Monday in September. 
The state or Oregon was the first 
state to make Labor Day a holiday 
in 1887. Thirty states celebrated 
Labor Day before it became a 
federal holiday in 1894.



4 September  2023  - The Woodlands Word

Rivendell: 100+ Acres of Magnificent Wetland Preserves. 
Why are Wetlands Important? What Role Do They Play? 

Sue Remy, Ponds & Preserves Committee.
  As you may know, Rivendell has about 115 acres of 14 Wetland and Upland Preserves.  Along 

with our ponds, our preserves play a key role as part of our stormwater management system. Wetlands 
collect, store, and release water from rainfall, absorb excess nutrients, and provide vital habitats for flora and fauna. 
Plus, we homeowners benefit from their natural beauty and aesthetics. We love our wildlife!
 What Is A Wetland? To be classified as a wetland, an area of land must have water on the ground’s surface or in the root 
zone for at least a portion of the growing season. This seasonal fluctuation of the water period (known as a hydroperiod), 
is continually affected by the weather, the season, water feeding into and draining from nearby streams, the surrounding 
watershed and other nearby bodies of water. An area can still be a wetland, even if it doesn’t appear to be ‘wet,’ due to 
changing hydroperiods. [Source: UF/IFAS]
 Why Are Wetlands So Important? In addition to their essential role to absorb water and excess nutrients, wetlands create 
a critical environment for a variety of wildlife. Wetlands offer an extensive, complex food chain that supports numerous spe-
cies, including man. They provide vegetative cover for shelter and food, as well as nesting, spawning and nursery habitats. 
Migratory birds use wetlands as a stop-over. Although wetlands are most often associated with waterfowl and bird species, 
they also provide essential habitat for a wide variety of species: birds, mammals, reptiles, amphibians, fish, and insects - up 
to 45% of which are rare and endangered. 
 How Can We Protect Our Wetlands? The high rate of wetland loss has contributed to the endangered status of many 
species. Human activities affect all functions of a wetland. All residents can help conserve and improve the quality of water 
to promote a healthy environment. Our HOA contracts with professional teams to help keep inflow/outflow structures clear 
and remove excess and nuisance vegetation. 
 You Can Help Too! Reduce chemical use on your lawn. Follow County fertilizer and irrigation rules. Keep sprinkler systems 
working properly. Install Florida-friendly plantings. Pick up after pets. Dispose properly of lawn clippings and yard debris. 
Do not plant, build, cut, or remove any vegetation, or deposit yard waste in protected areas. Be aware that any activity be-
yond your property line is considered an incursion. Incursions are monitored regularly and violations enforced. We are all 
responsible for keeping Rivendell’s ponds and preserves healthy and vibrant for ourselves and our wildlife, as well as strong 
property values.
 Click here to visit the Ponds & Preserves website: www.rivendellcommunity.com/ponds.  

(Continued on Pg. 5)

Rivendell has 115 acres of 14 Wetland/Upland Preserves to help absorb water runoff and excess nutrients. 
(Video still: G. Mruz.)
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Click here to visit the Ponds & Preserves website at 
https://www.rivendellcommunity.com/ponds.

(Rivendell:100 acres continued)

Wetlands offer an extensive, complex food chain that 
supports numerous species, including man, and pro-
vide essential habitat for birds (such as this Roseate 
Spoonbill), mammals, reptiles, amphibians, fish, and 
insects. (Photo: Bob Frank)

The sight of a Swallow-tailed Kite overhead is unfor-
gettable: a black-and-white raptor (bird of prey) with 
a deeply forked tail soaring through the summer sky. 
These graceful fliers have been recently spotted in our 
Rivendell wetlands. (AllAboutBirds.org)

Labor Day September 4
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(Continued on Pg.7)

Wildlife Window: The Sandhill Crane
Great News! Sandhill Cranes Still Enjoy Rivendell! 

Sue Remy, Ponds and Preserves Committee.
 Great news! A Sandhill Crane couple were 
spotted on Crane Pond in June. (How ap-

propriate.) Many long-time Rivendell residents have remarked 
in recent years, they have missed seeing Sandhill Cranes 
around our community as often. Yet our Wildlife Weeks have 
indicated sightings of these magnificent birds are still fairly 
common in and around our ponds and preserves. In fact, 
Sandhill Cranes are so beloved in Rivendell, one is featured 
on the Ponds & Preserves logo. 
 Let’s learn more about these wonderful Sandhill Cranes 
(Grus canadensis). These large birds are long-legged, long-
necked, gray, heron-like birds and have a distinctive patch of 
bald, red skin on top of their head. Males and females look 
identical. They can reach a height of 47 inches with a wing-
span of 6-7 feet. Cranes fly with necks outstretched like geese 
(whereas herons fly with necks tucked in on their backs).
A distinguishing feature of the Florida Sandhill Crane is 
its call, described as the “call of the wild”, with a bugling or 
trumpeting sound. You have probably heard this unique call, 
which can be heard several miles away. They are omnivorous, 
feeding on seeds, grain, berries, insects, earthworms, mice, 
small birds, snakes, lizards, frogs, crayfish, but do not “fish” 
like herons.  
 Sandhill Cranes breed with only one mate. Experiencing 
their courtship “dance,” which features jumping, running, and 
wing flapping is a wildlife treat. They are a non-migratory spe-
cies that are often seen in very small groups or pairs. They 
nest in freshwater ponds and marshes and inhabit freshwater 
marshes, prairies, and pastures. Females lay two eggs that 
incubate for 32 days. The offspring, called “Colts,” will begin 
traveling from the nest with their parents just 24-hours after 
hatching. At ten months old, juveniles are able to leave their 
parents. While a Crane family is beautiful to see strolling to-
gether, they are very protective of their young Colts and each 

other – so do not get too close as they can be aggressive. 
Enjoy and take photographs from a distance. 
 Protect their Habitats. Sandhill Crane populations are 
being threatened by degradation, habitat loss, and over-
hunting. Watch out for these big birds when driving around 
town – because they enjoy walking and their gray color can 
be hard to see in the shadows and under trees by the road. 
Let’s keep our ponds and preserves healthy and attractive 
for these wonderful Sandhill Cranes and our other wildlife 
friends. We can enjoy their beauty and enhance our quality 
of life, plus keep our property values strong.  
 Click here to visit the Ponds & Preserves website:
  www.rivendellcommunity.com/ponds. 

Spotted on Crane Pond in June, Sandhill Cranes 
enjoy the LMZ and shorelines plantings. These large 
gray birds have a distinctive patch of bald, red skin 
on top of their head. Males and females look identical. 
(Thanks Shirley Fair for your great photos!)

Sandhill Cranes breed with only 
one mate. Experiencing their 
courtship “dance” with jumping, 
running, and wing flapping, is 
a wildlife treat. They nest in 
freshwater ponds wetlands, and 
marshes. Females lay two eggs 
that incubate for 32 days. Their 
adorable offspring are called 
“Colts.” (Photo: Nancy Dobias)
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(Great News! continued)

A distinguishing feature of the Sandhill Crane is its 
call, described as the “call of the wild” with a bugling 
or trumpeting sound. (Photo: Shirley Fair)

Best of Venice Winner for 2022

ContemporaryHearing.com

Blair Post, HAS, BC-HIS, ACA
Board Certified Hearing Instrument Sciences
American Conference of Audioprosthology

Really 
Cool Gadget 
 

    Do you know how cool your hearing aids are? I mean 
really, really cool.
     This is the coolest gadget you can wear. It not only 
helps you listen to the people in your life, it also listens for 
you. It hears the hum of the AC in your car and softens 
this noise. It listens for the wind and takes that noise away. 
It listens for voices and amplifies them, so you hear the 
people around you.
     The new “smart” hearing aids determine sound quality in 
the room you are in and provides automatic adjustments. 
     Imagine you drive to our office to see me for your regu-
lar maintenance check-up. While driving your hearing aid 
softens mechanical sounds. As you step out of your car 
the wind tousled your shirt and your hearing switches to a 
program that softens the noise from the wind.
     Then you enter our office and the doorbell dings. Your 
hearing aids changed into its primary program and begins 
looking for voices. When you walk down the hallway and 
step into my office, your hearing aid switches again to de-
crease any echo sounds that occur in smaller areas.
     If you repeatedly upped the volume in smaller areas 
your hearing aid will automatically adjust to your prefer-
ence. Over time this hearing aid learns what you prefer 
and will help you hear without having to fiddle with buttons.
     This little device hangs on your ear all day listening 
intently to give you the sounds you want and squash the 
sounds you don’t want, so you hear clearly in conversa-
tions.
     If you are interested in trying a 
really cool smart hearing aid that 
works to help you hear better in any 
situation, call 941-244-9300 for a 
free demo.

Your
Manufactured & Mobile Home

Insurance Specialist
Manufactured • Mobile

Park Model • Cars
Boats • Golf Carts

Great Options...Great P rices

909 Pondella Road., N. Ft. Myers, FL 33903
at the corner of Pondella Rd. & Orange Grove Blvd.

Phone 239-995-0333
E-mail: mh@bassineinsurance.com
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COMMUNITY

ROOFING OF FLORIDA, INC.

"Proudly Serving Your Community"• Family Owned and Operated

Free Estimates

Lic# CCC1330642

Lifetime Warranty on Labor & Materials!
www.CommunityRoof.com

100% Maintenance Free Roofs!

800-511-2517800-511-2517

We Do All
Roof Overs, Roof Coatings,
Roof Repairs & Inspections
on all Manufactured Homes

A+ Rated

10%OFF 

facebook
5 Star Rated
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RRiivveennddeellll  CCoommmmuunniittyy  CCoonnttaaccttss 

 Committees 
Block Captain Committee 
Chair: Rachel North Zipay (mobilerach@verizon.net) 
     Board Liaison: George Smith 
   
CERT Committee 
Chair:  Paul Englert (paule253@hotmail.com) 
    Board Liaison: Cathy Daignault 
    Members:  Need Volunteers.  Please contact Paul 
    if interested. 
 

Communication Committee  
Chair: Kristine Nickel 
(kristine@nickelcommunications.com) 
    Board Liaison: Bruce Lorie 
    Marylin May, Jim May, Barbara Gahry 
    Nancy Giordano, Chris Smith, Dana Schroeder 
Adjunct Members & Woodlands Word reporters:        
    Adele Kellman & Sue Remy 
 
Architectural Review Committee (ARC) 
Chair:  

Questions or Submissions:            
Patricia.Goldstein@mgmt.tv 
Board Liaison: Bruce Lorie 

    Members: Joseph Casale, Maureen Emmons,  
    James Duncan, Janet Lorie 
 
Fine Administration Committee (FAC) 
Chair: Bob Thierfelder (rcthierfelder@gmail.com) 
    Board Liaison: Kevin Boggess 
    Members: Bill Bloom, Mary Kennedy, Ken Alarie 

            Gary Glick 
 
Maintenance Committee (MC) 

            CHAIR. TBD 
    Board Liaison: Greg Volack (gregvolack@gmail.com) 

Members: Larry Dobias, Chuck Pertile, Carole Miles 
Terry Siemsen, Kevin Humbert, Alexis Spaulding 
Peter Daignault 

           
Ponds & Preserves Committee 
Chair: Bob Frank (frank@ohio.edu) 
    Board Liaison: Kevin Boggess 

Members: Larry Dobias, Sue Remy, Tom Hurban 
Dave Gill, Ken Heckert, Allie Sandow Frank,  
Ray Ellison 

 
 
Social Committee 
Chair:  Maria Ilioff 
     Board Liaison: Mary Angell 
     Members: Lisa Boggs, Kathy Halaiko,  
     Adele Kellman, Kathy Lysak, Allie Sandow  
     Jane Stevens 
 
Block Captain Committee 
Chair: Rachel North Zipay (mobilerach@verizon.net) 

        Board Liaison: Cathy Daignault 
      

Rivendell Board of Directors 
 

Bruce Lorie, Director - President 
Liaison to the Communications Committee 
blorierivendell@gmail.com 
 
Greg Volack, Director - Vice President 
Liaison to Maintenance Committee  
   gregvolack@gmail.com 
 
Cathy Daignault, Director - Treasurer 
Liaison to Pool Committee & Cert Committee 
catdaignault@yahoo.com 
 
Mary Angell, Director - Secretary 
Liaison to Block Captain Committee &  
Social Committee 
meangell06@gmail.com 
 
Kevin Boggess, Director - Director at Large 
Liaison to ARC Committee & Fine Admin Committee  
& Ponds & Preserves Committee 
kbogg@msn.com 

 
 
 
Sub-Association Boards of Directors 
 

The Cottages Board of Directors 
RU1NA=Rivendell Unit 1 Neighborhood Association 

Marilee Casale, President (marileecasale@gmail.com) 
Steve Bragg, 1st Vice President (smbragg@ilstu.edu) 
Bob Metelko, 2nd Vice President (bob@csdsinc.net) 
Jim May, Treasurer (jdmay333@gmail.com) 
Tom Hickey, Secretary (Hickeytd@gmail.com) 

 
Patio Homes Board of Directors 

Bob Thierfelder, President rcthierfelder@gmail.com 
Dan Tavares, Secretary dtavares1507@gmail.com 
Barbara Lewis, Treasurer   bplrcl@comcast.net 

 
 

The Villas Board of Directors 
John Barron, President (johnbarron@gmail.com) 
Alex Elshimy, Vice President (alexelshimy@aol.com) 
Ronald Grinnell, Treasurer(rongrinnell@hotmail.com) 

 
 

Rivendell Website 
www.rivendellcommunity.com 
 

 

Woodlands Word Deadline:  
Submit articles and information to Kristine Nickel 

(kristine@nickelcommunications.com) 
by the tenth of the month. 

 
    Updates to the Contacts Page: 
Kristine Nickel kristine@nickelcommunications.com) 

 

Nuisance Alligator 
Call Florida Fish & Wildlife - SNAP 866-392-4286 

Do Not Call Property Management 
 

Sarasota County Sheriff 
Non-emergency Number: 941-316-1201 

Please use this number for non-emergencies 

  

 

  CHAIR. TBD

  Bob Thierfelder, President   rcthierfelder@gmail.com
  Dan Tavares, Secretary   dtavares1507@gmail.com
  Barbara Lewis, Treasurer   bplrcl@comcast.net
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SEPTEMBER 10TH


