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WHY I VOLUNTEER 
by Barbara Gahry

 In 2000, my husband and I moved to Rivendell after taking 
early retirements from our careers “up north.”  At the time, 
Rivendell was in the process of being built. We soon engaged 
with other newbies, all of whom came from other areas of the 
country. During the transition from the builder to an active 
homeowners association, some of us decided to take on 
volunteer activities. I was and continue to be reminded that 
this is a shared life and that we need to support each other 
in our quest to develop new friends, a sense of tranquility 
and contentment. As a volunteer for the last 20 + years, I 
continue to learn something new about people, cooperation 
and compassion. My former career in health care allowed me 
to develop good communication, negotiating and problem 
solving skills— all of which have transitioned well to my life 
as a volunteer.   
 For you who are new to the community, think of volunteering 
as a way of meeting your fellow homeowners and helping to 
improve your community. It’s also a way of providing a purpose 
and sense of accomplishment. AND, in this new environment 
of coexisting with COVID, it is good for your mind and body 
to be involved!  Find a cause that fits with who you are and 
volunteeer.  You will help your community and you will be 
helping your integration into our community.

Dog Park Opens on Feb. 1 — 
We’re Ready to Go!
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The Rivendell Community Web Site 
is available at

WWW.RIVENDELLCOMMUNITY.COM
Please contact Lighthouse Property 

Management for the password to the 
RESIDENTS / INFORMATION section.

REAL ESTATE CORNER   
By Barb Gahry

RESIDENTIAL MARKET TRENDS
 It will be interesting to see how 2022 unfolds. I checked a 
variety of sources to determine thoughts for the 2022 housing 
market. It appears that home sales are predicted to steadily in-
crease over the next year —on average, somewhere between 
5-6%. Affordability will continue to remain a major challenge, 
especially for first time buyers. Supply chain delays, impacted 
by COVID, are still a major problem along with inflation and 
labor shortages, especially skilled labor. These conditions 
are predicted to affect the entire real estate market: from new 
construction to rentals to property management to investors 
to buyers and to owners.   Some experts believe that toward 
the 4th quarter of the year, higher interest rates along with 
record setting high prices may slow the annual rate of growth 
to around 3%. This may give first time buyers a better oppor-
tunity to purchase a home.  As workers and living situations 
change along with climate considerations and demographic 
shifts, there will be a new generation of homebuyers.
   If we look at Rivendell sales, we can assume the trend will 
continue. With fewer units for sale and increased demand, 
buyers will still be facing fierce competition and bidding wars. 
I compared the home sales for 2020 and for 2021 and found 
that this mirrors the national trend. During 2020, 36 homes 
sold.  Of those, 36% sold for cash and about 33% sold for full 
price or greater, with an average of 38 days on the market.  
This changed dramatically over the last year. Only 26 homes 
sold during 2021. Of those, nearly 60% sold for cash and 
nearly 90% sold for full price or greater, with an average of 
12 days on the market. A recent email from Zillow stated that 
in zip code 34229 prices were up close to 30% in 2021 over 
2020. Stay tuned!
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Rivendell Calendar of Events – February 2022
Note:  If you wish to have your event listed, please submit to Kristine Nickel (kristine@nickelcommunications.com) by the 
10th of the month for inclusion in the calendar for the following month.  We welcome your submissions.

For the most up-to-date information check the Rivendell website at www.rivendellcommunity.com 

Rivendell Yoga and Meditation Class via zoom on Monday, Feb. 7 @ 9:00 am. Participants must have filled out survey and 
registered for class. Contact yogayely.com for more information. 

Rivendell Book Club I will be meeting on February 14 at 7:30 pm, which is the second Monday of the month.  Contact Adele 
at adele.Kellman@gmail.com. for an invitation.  The book club will now meet in person with restrictions.  Please contact 
Adele for more information. February’s book is Hamnet by Maggie O’Farrell.  The meeting will be hosted by Carol Heckert.

Rivendell Book Club II will be meeting on February 15 at 7:00 pm which is the third Tuesday of the month.    Contact Maria 
Ilioff at miLioff85@gmail.com or 607-427-4192 for more information.  The book is The Dutch House by Anne Pachett. 

Euchre is back!  The monthly euchre group is meeting on the 3rd Thursday of the month at 4:30. The group is planning to follow 
cards with an informal dinner at local restaurants. For February, please check with Ann Francis. annfrancis915@gmail.com.  

Rivendell HOA monthly meeting will be held on February 9 @ 6:00 in person at the Lutheran Church just south of Old Ven-
ice Rd. on US 41. It will be streamed via zoom if possible. Please check the website for more detail.  THIS MONTH IS THE 
ANNUAL MEETING.  PLEASE ATTEND IF POSSIBLE.

The Maintenance Committee meeting is the 3rd Tuesday of the month, February 15.  Please contact Greg Volack if you 
would like to attend.  gregvolack@gmail.com.

ARC meeting is the last Tuesday of the month, In February that is the 22nd at 4:30.  Please contact Greg Warner is you 
would like to attend.  Greg796@gmail.com.

To make additions or corrections to the Calendar of Events, please contact Kristine Nickel at  kristine@nickelcommunica-
tions.com.

mailto:kristine@nickelcommunications.com
www.rivendellcommunity.com
yogayely.com
mailto:adele.Kellman@gmail.com
mailto:miLioff85@gmail.com
mailto:annfrancis915@gmail.com
mailto:gregvolack@gmail.com
mailto:Greg796@gmail.com
mailto:kristine@nickelcommunications.com
mailto:kristine@nickelcommunications.com
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Recent Activities of the 
Maintenance Committee

staff report
Have You Noticed?

 Replaced pool pump and pool fill valve
 Installed LED lights at pool entrance
 Repaired pool heaters
 Installed pool rules sign conforming to new county require-
ments
 Volunteers established to maintain pool records per County 
requirements
 Procured estimates for extensive tree/ landscape trimming 
in Cottages and along Rivendell Blvd

KAYAK CLUB
By Maria Ilioff

 This newly formed neighborhood group had their first paddle 
of 2022 on January 13. We put in at Shorelander Park, less 
than 10 minutes away from our doorsteps, and did a leisurely 
paddle into Oscar Scherer State Park.  
 Don’t have a kayak hanging out in the garage? Rental 
companies are not allowed to deliver rental into County Parks. 
However, rentals are available at Evie Spanish Point, Black-
burn Park, Turtle Beach, and Lido Key among other locations. 
We plan to rotate locations and the days of the weeks when 
we paddle, in an effort to get more people on the water.
 Information about our next paddle will be sent out via email 
and posted in Rivendell NEXT DOOR.
It’s a great way to enjoy the outdoors and meet new friends!
    For more information or to get added to the email list contact 
Maria at 607-427-4192 or milioff85@gmail.com

mailto:milioff85@gmail.com
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Does your Lamppost and Mailbox unit need to be refur-
bished?
 Love them or not, our Rivendell Lamppost/ Mailboxes 
are unique and reflect the special ambience only found in 
Rivendell. Since our inception, each home site has had a 
pre-designed, community-approved mailbox with lamppost 
unit installed at the time of construction. As the first area de-
veloped in Rivendell, the Cottages set the standard for this 
unique feature by using a two-unit design for their community. 
The Cottages also include maintenance for these units as part 
of their community maintenance program.  
   In “Big Riv,” a single unit design was installed and home-
owners are responsible for their upkeep and maintenance. 
Unfortunately, recent drive through inspections indicate some 
maintenance has been neglected since our Standing Rules 
and ARC Guidelines were last revised in 2020. Those provide 
the following guidance:
* If the mailbox lamppost is damaged or destroyed by any 
casualty, or if the light ceases to function, it shall be the duty of 
the owner to replace or repair it within 30 days of the damage 
or malfunction. 
* If the mailbox requires repainting only, the homeowner must 
have it re-painted or rehabbed by doing one of the following: 

1. Have the mailbox refurbished or replaced by the manu-
facturer Nostalgic Lamppost & Mailbox Plus; nlp1677@
yahoo.com; (941) 223-1677 using their proprietary paint 
color (Verde Black). 

Lampposts — Chapter Two
by John Fitzgibbon

2. Have the mailbox repainted by a contractor, or by them-
selves using a commercially available paint such as: Rus-
toleum Hammered Black Indoor/Outdoor Spray Paint or 
Krylon Dual Superbond Paint & Primer Black Hammered 
Indoor/Outdoor Spray Paint. 

3. If needed, replace 2 inch high white vinyl self adhering 
numbers sold by Headline, typically found at Hobby Lobby 
or on line @ headlinesign.com. 

4. Replace light sensors and closing latch parts, typically 
found at Ace Hardware.

5. Plantings must not interfere with lighting or operation of 
the mailbox.

6. Colored lights are permitted only during a holiday season 
 We also have a neighbor and long-term resident, Bill Bloom 
(941)537-8439), who formerly advertised his willingness to do 
maintenance or make repairs in the Woodlands Word.
   Recent changes in lighting technology also reduces our 
electric consumption by using a 9 watt Light Emitting Diode 
(LED) bulb rather than a 60 watt incandescent one.
 Why is this important?   These units are an important tool 
for emergency responders to find their way through Rivendell.
 With the New Year upon us, and Spring Cleaning shortly 
following, January may be the ideal time to do the annual 
maintenance for our Lamppost/ Mailboxes. This will also help 
avoid receiving any infraction notices for dim lamps, fading 
paint, overgrown vegetation, elc.

mailto:nlp1677@yahoo.com
mailto:nlp1677@yahoo.com
headlinesign.com
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 You can’t help but see the wheels in motion, both figuratively 
and literally, when you talk with Chuck and Sheree Pertile. You 
may ask why Chuck’s name sounds familiar. Add Maintenance 
Committee Chairman and you’ll have your answer. Chuck 
has been busy leading volunteers to accomplish much for 
the Rivendell community he and Sheree have happily called 
Rivendell their fulltime home since 2017. 
 Chuck was introduced to the Gulf Coast in the late 70s 
when offered a one-month gig taking care of a small hotel on 
Treasure Island -- nice work if you can get it!  Florida’s West 
Coast grabbed his attention but there was still much to do in 
Chicago, Chuck’s hometown.  His engineer’s mind, experi-
ence, and proficiency ultimately led him and a friend to start 
their own manufacturing business which he operated for 25 
years before selling. Wheels in motion…
   Meanwhile Sheree’s career, which spanned 36 years with 
various federal government entities of significant note, be-
gan in Washington, D.C. where she was born and raised. 
She then worked in Ohio before her career path landed her 
in Chicago where it wasn’t long before she landed Chuck.  
Wheels in motion…
   Never one to waste time, Chuck piggybacked on friends’ ex-

Neighbors 
by Nancy Giordano

Wheels in Motion…
haustive research for an ideal retirement location which 
ended with Sarasota County. Several seasonal visits, which 
included a tour of Rivendell through the canopied trees on 
the Boulevard, and a strategically planned Siesta Key Beach 
visit (“I had to strike while the iron was hot,” Chuck said mis-
chievously) were enough to convince Sheree it was time to 
move. Wheels in motion…
   “My husband introduced me to Florida, and we found Riven-
dell. I’m so happy we did,” Sheree added.  She keeps busy as 
a member of Arts Advocates, working out at Sarasota SRQ 
and spoiling her 10-year-old Shih Tzu, Tara. Sheree is an 
avid reader plus most days bikes miles on the Legacy Trail. 
Wheels in motion…
   Young Chuck had a passion for anything on wheels: bikes, go 
carts, motorcycles, and especially cars. His adult hobby has 
him restoring some very nice rides – an El Camino, Porsches, 
Corvettes, his award winning 1970 Nova -- a stunning yellow 
beauty with pink, blue and purple stripes -- and others. He’s 
owned and restored 28 cars since 1998 alone. Moving south 
the Pertiles brought no furniture but did bring five hobby cars 
via transporters!  
   The wheels are always in motion for the Pertiles.
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Wildlife Window: Roseate Spoonbill  
Gorgeous At A Distance.  Bizarre Up Close. 
By the Rivendell Ponds & Preserves Committee 

 
 

The flamboyant Roseate Spoonbill looks gorgeous at a distance, yet somewhat bizarre up close 
with its bright pink feathers, red eye staring out from a partly bald head, and giant spoon-shaped bill. As 
the name implies, the Roseate Spoonbill has a large, spoon-shaped bill, which it sweeps back and forth in 
shallow water to capture prey. The Roseate Spoonbill is the only spoonbill endemic (native) to the 
Western Hemisphere and is in the same family as the Ibis.  

Let’s learn more about these unique wading birds.  
 

Size & Color:   
This wading bird can reach a length of 30-40 inches 

with a wingspan of 50-53 inches. It has pink wings and 
underparts (some red on the tops of the wings) with a white 
neck and back, and pinkish legs and feet.  

They fly with necks outstretched. While the species 
looks almost entirely pink in flight, they actually have no 
feathers at all on their heads. The pink coloration comes 
from the organisms on which they feed, which are full of 
carotenoids (organic pigment).  

Feeding & Habitat:   
Roseate Spoonbills have a specialized bill that has 

sensitive nerve endings which help the birds search for food as 
it sweeps its spoonbill through shallow fresh or salt waters.   

The diet of the Roseate Spoonbill primarily consists of 
crayfish, shrimp, crabs, and small fish – which accounts for its 
pink coloring.  

These wading birds are found in coastal marshes, 
lagoons, mudflats, mangrove keys. They forage in shallow 
water with muddy bottom, in both salt and fresh water. Nests 
are in mixed colonies (near other wading bird species) often in 
mangroves or trees.   

(Bob Frank photos) 
Fun Facts:    
• Roseate Spoonbill chicks don't have a spoon-shaped bill immediately 

after hatching. When they are 9 days old the bill starts to flatten, by 16 
days it starts to look a bit more spoon-like, and by 39 days it is nearly 
full size. 

• The Roseate Spoonbill is sometimes incorrectly referred to as a 
“Spoonbill Flamingo.”  Roseate Spoonbills are found all over Florida 
and are native.  However, Flamingos are rare in Florida, with only a few 
hundred in the Everglades, and Keys.  Any flamingos seen in Florida 
are likely either imported or rare migrants from Central American or the 
Caribbean. 

 
Roseate Spoonbills are a Florida State-designated threatened species.  One historical threat to 

the roseate spoonbill was hunting for their feathers for plume fans and the hat trade (now illegal). Today’s 
threat to the spoonbill is the availability of adequate food sources, habitat degradation, and pesticides.  
Let’s keep our ponds and preserves healthy for these and all of our favorite wildlife creatures.  
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Note: If you didn’t “attend” the Jan 12, 2022 Board of 
Directors’ meeting and you’d like to know what might 
have happened, below is my UNOFFICIAL version or un-
derstanding of that meeting.  Because my version is UN-
OFFICIAL, you should always consult the official version 
that will appear on the website. Mine could have errors 
or I could have misinterpreted what was said. 

 
(Two Board members were absent for the meeting:  John 
Fitzgibbon and George Smith)

PRESIDENT’S REPORT  (Larry Dobias)
A review of community compliance issues has begun. Some 
owners have already taken the initiative in addressing the 
issues on their properties but many owners have not yet 
begun to take action. Some violations noted are not as seri-
ous as others and might be something as simple as mailbox 
numbers not being legible. Other properties have significant 
violations. Whatever the violations are, they will be compiled 
into a list and prioritization will be discussed by the Board. Our 
CAM Steve DeHart will be asked to verify whether the viola-
tions noted rise to the level of being a non-compliant and if so, 
the Board will be approving the sending of non-compliance 
letters to these homes.
   Larry noted that the prices in Rivendell have been sky-rock-
eting. A few years ago, homes were $180 a square foot but 
now they are selling at over $300 a square foot. Rivendell is a 
community in which the properties are being maintained and 
overall the Board is committed to upholding the community 
standard not only on common land, but also on ensuring that 
individual lot owners do their part.

MANAGER’S REPORT  (Steve DeHart)
There were 16 ARC requests received and 2 of these were 
denied. I think one had something to do with a generator not 
being properly hidden from the street.  (When there is a denial 
of requests, it could be something like needing a bush/fence 
to block something from view in order for the approval to go 
through or maybe it’s too close to a property line, etc.) 
   There was a lot of discussion concerning owners who fail 
to fill out an ARC form and get their approval. They either 
never fill out a form and do the work, or they do the work and 
then fill out the form. Either way, there were several homes 
mentioned who already are getting notification of the $100 fine 
and there are a few more from this meeting who will be getting 
their $100 fine. All can appear before the Fining Committee 
to argue their case.
   When Steve does his compliance runs through Rivendell, 
he notices whether there is work being done for which there 
has been no ARC request submitted. Owners who are having 
work performed on their home and are either failing to submit 
an ARC request in advance of the work or they are having the 
work performed and then filling out the ARC request after the 
fact are now subject to a $100 FINE. It doesn’t matter whether 
approval would or would not have been granted. It’s about the 

UNOFFICIAL Board Meeting Notes for January 12, 2022
by Nancy Dobias

process. All owners MUST fill out a request with ARC. ARC 
will then evaluate the request to see if it meets the community 
standards. There are exceptions for emergencies. Check with 
Lighthouse or your ARC representative or Board member if 
you have a concern.  
   Steve also said that the e-voting materials are being pre-
pared and that printed materials for the Annual Meeting have 
already been sent. He stated that the Health Dept inspected 
the pool and gave us a satisfactory rating. He mentioned 
that one of the reasons the pool was closed was that a pipe 
connection 
failed and caused an electrical problem with the pool equip-
ment. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT  (Cathy Daignault)
Cathy mentioned that she is still not getting her financial infor-
mation as early as she would like and our CAM Steve DeHart 
is talking with the accounting department about this issue.
   As of the end of the year, Rivendell has $535,589 in as-
sets (not counting capital assets).  $261,755 of this is in 
reserves. From reserves, we have only spent $15,717 for 
the year.  
Typically Rivendell has been spending over-budget for 
grounds maintenance items but because the position of ded-
icated CAM was eliminated, we are not over-budget for the 
year. It seems we are $7779 UNDER budget for the year but 
yet Rivendell has accomplished many major landscaping or 
infrastructure improvements. Cathy mentioned our expenses 
would have been a lot higher had we not had a few dedicated 
owners who volunteered their time and expertise on these 
projects.  
   Our ower balances have improved. We were $4570 and 
we are now $4421.  Three accounts are in collection.  One 
owner has a violation balance.

SECRETARY’S REPORT  (George Smith)
No report given.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
1.  ARC  (Greg Volack and Rich Bunce)
(There was a connection problem and I couldn’t quite hear 
what was being said about a generator request.  I think it 
had something to do with a generator needing to be placed 
in a certain location and hidden from view and once that 
happened, the request could be approved, but that is just my 
guess.  Whatever the case, it was discussed that the owner 
needs to be told what steps must be taken to rectify a situation 
when an ARC request is denied.  ARC agreed to do this on 
its reports to Lighthouse.)
   Greg read through the various past and present ARC issues 
that came before its committee. The projects mentioned were 
either completed and had no ARC request or the projects were 
completed and then the ARC request was submitted. Projects 
mentioned were removal of trees, installation of a new door, 
walkway, patio, trellis, curbing, propane tank, generator, paint-

(Continued on next page)
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ing of home, etc.  These all will have the $100 fine because 
they did not follow the procedure.  The owners may appeal 
to the Fining Committee.  
   The CAM requested that there be a statement on the ARC 
forms that come to Lighthouse in which it clearly states that 
the work was completed before ARC granted approval. He 
also felt that LH needs to know whether the work would have 
been approved had the request been made. This avoids going 
through another step in the non-compliance process. In other 
words, there needs to be a distinction made on the forms as to 
which projects would have gotten approval and which would 
not have gotten approval.  
For instance, if you don’t fill out a request for window installa-
tion, that amounts to a $100 fine. Then if you install the wrong 
kind of windows that are non-compliant, that is an additional 
$100 a day, up to $1000 for a grand total of $1100.
   Thus for Steve’s paper-work and billing issues, it’s important 
to know with what kind of fine he is dealing. Greg agreed to 
take care of notifying owners what steps need to be taken to 
get approval for a denied request.

2.  MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE  (Greg Volack)
Greg commended all the volunteers who worked on the Christ-
mas decorations this year. Extra lights were added and a lot 
of work was done. A traffic control sign on the first magnolia 
island which had been hit has now been fixed by the county.  
   Greg has been going through Rivendell mapping out where 
all of our fire hydrants are located in anticipation of the county 
coming in to repaint them. Because Greg has been working 
with Bruce Lorie, a fellow Rivendell resident, Greg is hopeful 
that Bruce can use his influence with the county to get the 
hydrants repainted within the next 2-3 weeks.

Greg proposed and got adopted several spending resolutions:
a)  There are 2 grates in the storm swales behind the Cot-
tages that are in poor condition and need replaced. Asphalt 
Repair Services will replace them for $2496. This is the same 
company that replaced our other grates elsewhere in the 
community a few years ago.
b)  GreenTopps was hired to do a major tree trimming project 
on common land behind Cottage homes between the fence 
and out to the road. A few trees are dangerous and must be 
removed. One is carrot wood and one is a huge hollowed 
out tree standing right next to a home. Many of the trees be-
ing trimmed are oak and have not received a trim for many 
years. Steve, the GreenTopps arborist, will be available to 
explain to Cottage owners why the trimming and/or tree re-
moval is being done. The cost of this tree project is $22,520.
c)  GreenTopps was also hired to clean out 3-4’ around the 
walls/piers to get ready for the power-washing, sealing of 
the wall/piers, and the installation of the new caps. Brazilian 
pepper trees and carrot wood were discovered in the area 
and they had to be removed and also the workers need to 
have access to the structure in order for work to be per-
formed. They’re hoping to start this project mid February so 
that the power-washing could follow soon thereafter.  Cost of 
the tree project is $3100.
d)  Rogelio Alvarado, the Rivendell gardener, was hired to 

trim 27 palms in Crescent Park at a cost of $1010. He will 
only be trimming the palms on the non-playground side of 
the park. This is the side that had been cleaned out a few 
years ago.
   Board member Cathy Daignault asked how much money 
was in the 2022 budget for tree trimming since she thought 
it used to be $25,000.  Larry told her that the 2022 budget 
increased the tree budget to $40,000 and that their work would 
be covered under the budget.

3.  COMMUNICATION COMMITTEE
No report given.

4.  PONDS & PRESERVE COMMITTEE  (Bob Frank)
Bob notified the Board that the cattails had been cleared away 
from the outflow on the Lower Scherer and that it was to be 
better managed by our pond contractor in the future to prevent 
such a build-up. Bob also commented that our recently hired 
consultant for the ponds, Ron Hart, said Rivendell had the 
largest and healthiest cattails he has ever seen. He also was 
impressed with the work that the committee has done within 
the community. He has visited many communities and would 
put Rivendell up at the top of the ones he has visited. The 
bulk of the time the committee spent with Ron was to discuss 
which plantings might work best for Rivendell. Ron offered 
various options and he’s to discuss with our pond contractor 
what those selections might be.  Ron also let Bob know of 
other available funding sources to which Rivendell might apply 
for future grants.
    Bob and his committee have successfully saved Rivendell 
a significant amount of money through its efforts applying 
for grants. Recently we received $4,000 and we had already 
received $10,000. Out of the $20,000 spent on pond plantings 
this past year, only $5,000 came from Rivendell money. The 
rest came from grant monies. Bob is already in the process 
of applying for an additional $10,000 grant for the year 
2023. Other grants are in the works as well.  
   Larry felt Bob and his committee should be commended 
for all the work they have done for Rivendell and for their 
pro-active approach they are taking towards our ponds and 
preserves.
   Greg Volack asked whether the money spent for Fire Mit-
igation work was completed. Larry said that Rivendell had 
spent $21,000 to complete its work and that it should be good 
for 3-4 years. He didn’t anticipate any county inspections. It 
was up to Rivendell to monitor and to do the future work on 
an “as needed” basis.

5.  SOCIAL COMMITTEE  (Carolyn Kenney)
Carolyn said that there are no organized community-spon-
sored social events, that there is too much concern relevant to 
Covid.  She suggested that residents might organize their own.

OLD BUSINESS
1.  If the survey is any indication of how well the amendments 
will be received, Larry is not hopeful that there will be enough 
interest to pass the 2 amendments. 332 must support the 

(Unoffical Board of Directors Continued)

(Continued on next page)
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amendment to pass the amendment. Will 400 designated 
owners cast a vote? Larry figured that 20% of the owners 
will oppose the rental amendment so you need at least 400 
owners voting to make up for that 20% who won’t support the 
rental amendment. A proxy is involved with each of the amend-
ments. What the Board must decide at the Annual Meeting 
is whether to CALL THE VOTE or whether to CONTINUE 
THE MEETING.  If they call the vote, they will be counting 
votes and CANNOT collect any more votes later. Whatever 
the vote is, that is it.
   If they continue the meeting, they will be told how many cast 
a vote. They will NOT know how they voted. They will only 
know that a certain number of individuals voted. This means 
the Board must decide whether it thinks it could collect more 
votes from people who didn’t vote. They will have 90 days to 
get the additional people to vote. How successful they will be 
depends upon how successful they are at convincing people 
to just vote...yes or no...just vote. Will they vote YES? Will 
they vote NO? Will they even vote?  
This is what the Board must determine when the Annual Meet-
ing is held: Call the Vote OR Continue the Meeting  Again, 
if they continue the meeting, they have 90 days to get the 
necessary number of votes to pass the amendment.
2.  Many of the pool repairs and county mandates for the pool 
have been completed, but they still have to replace a main 
valve. Greg advised that since the water must be tested daily, 
that a Pool Committee be reinstated. Cathy has been getting 
volunteers who have agreed to serve and the committee will 
form after the Annual Meeting.
3.  Mark Giordano said that the molds for the piers should 
be completed in a few weeks and that it’s good the pres-
sure-washing and tree trim work is being done in advance of 
the pier cap install. The people who will be filling the molds 
with concrete will have a significant investment on their end 
and Mark wasn’t sure whether a deposit would be needed 
when they receive the molds. To avoid any delay, the Board 
passed a spending resolution of $4500 to cover a portion of 
what is required to fabricate the cement caps for the piers. 
It’s not known yet whether the sealing of the brick work will 
be hired out or be done by volunteers. It would save time to 
have the power-washing people do it.

NEW BUSINESS
1. Rick Richards was hired to replace Aquagenix. His company 
will manage our county requirements for the preserves, check 
on incursions, open up the bubblers, inspect the flow-through 
structures and maintain the “roads” in the preserves. They will 
come in 4X a year and be paid $42,640. Our former contrac-
tor, Aquagenix, came in once a month and made about the 
same amount of money but there were problems that were 
not discovered under their management. It was felt that this 
company did a nice job with the forestry mowing and it’s an-
ticipated they will manage our preserves well.  
2.  Rick Richards also was hired to do forestry mowing on 
5 acres of common land around the Pine View Nature Trail 
and by the Park Trace entrance to Rivendell. The company 
will get rid of the under-story that feeds fires in the event of a 
lightning strike that could occur during the rainy season. It’s 

also thught that this “clearing” of excess vegetation is good 
for the wildlife and for the trees growing in the area.  This 
project will cost $7565.  
3.  The Board voted to have ARC responsible for all Cottage 
requests for changes. Cottage residents will submit a request 
to their Board, 2 members will sign off if they approve the 
request if the request complies with their documents. Then 
the request will go to Lighthouse and Lighthouse will submit 
it to ARC for their determination as to whether it complies 
with the Big Riv regulations. Larry is to make available to the 
Board the booklet which the Cottage gives to its residents.
Marilee Casale, Cottage President, said that all Cottage resi-
dents are given ARC information in a booklet, that the process 
was developed by fellow Cottage residents. She felt that there 
was much time spent in the development of having a fair and 
well-conceived and orderly process to requesting changes to 
properties/lots. The booklet clearly spells out what Cottage 
residents can and cannot do. Marilee also believes that by 
using the “Big Riv” ARC, it would provide the necessary paper 
trail for any and all work done to the various Cottage homes 
over the years. There would be “history” to what is and is 
not allowed within the community. She stated that Cottage 
residents are members of the ‘Big Riv’ ARC and also of the 
Fining Committee should there be any concerns.
4.  Gorilla Kleen was hired to pressure wash the sidewalks and 
bench in Rainbow Point Park and the sidewalks and fences in 
Crescent Park. This will cost $555 and is scheduled for Jan 
19. An owner is scheduling a marriage ceremony in Rainbow 
Point Park on Feb 2 so our two parks should be spic n span 
for not only the wedding but also for the future appearance 
of the Easter Bunny and any egg hunts that residents might 
be planning! 
 
MISC COMMENTS
1.  Larry advised that the Annual Meeting is planned for Feb 9 
and will be at the Lutheran Church.  If there is wi-fi available, 
it’ll also be offered in Zoom for those who are not comfortable 
coming to an in-person meeting.
2.  Greg asked whether anyone from myHOAst would be there 
for help running the election. Steve is contacting someone 
to find out how much they charge to offer remote help for the 
election.  
3.  Larry asked Gary Mruz how many voted last year.  A guess 
was that there were about 130 electronic votes and 20 paper 
votes. The paper votes would need to be entered into the 
myHOAst format and that’s where the concern lies. Does 
someone know how to operate the myHOAst program to do 
this?  Last year the myHOAst representative was present for 
the election but they no longer offer this service. Gary felt most 
of the details were “no brainer” and Rivendell might just need 
its hand held through the process.  Steve is to get details.

HOMEOWNER COMMENTS
Cathy Daignault had a complaint from an owner in regards to 
overnight street parking. There had been several emergency 
calls to a home and the emergency vehicles indicated they 
were slowed down by the presence of vehicles in the vicinity 

(Unoffical Board of Directors Continued)

(Continued on next page)
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of this home.  The vehicles were blocking ease of passage 
and ready visibility. Cathy wanted a non-compliance letter 
sent to the owner of these vehicles since the presence of 
these vehicles is a safety concern for fellow residents. There 
was some discussion as to whether this was a police matter 
since our streets are county streets but others argued that 
people agree to certain restrictions when they move into a 
“restricted” community and that they should abide by those 
restrictions. The Board agreed to send the letter advising the 
owner is not in compliance with our documents.

Thank you, once again, for reporting UNOFFICIALLY 
on the Board Meeting.

February 21

(Unoffical Board of Directors Continued)
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Learning From Experts To Improve Rivendell’s Pond Health 
P&P Participates in Sarasota County’s “Healthy Pond Workshop” 
By the Ponds and Preserves Committee 
 

In November, three P&P Committee members participated in a two-day workshop hosted by 
Mollie Holland, Coordinator, Sarasota County Neighborhood Environmental Stewardship Team (NEST) 
and Abbey Tyrna, Ph.D., University of Florida. The “Healthy Ponds Workshop” was designed to 
expose community members to the factors behind thriving stormwater ponds. Participants, including 
Rivendell P&P residents Bob Frank, Frank Freestone and Sue Remy, learned how to evaluate and 
enhance water quality through education, mitigation, and management goals.  

The primary focus of the course was how to improve the water quality of stormwater ponds and 
the downstream impact of that water quality. We learned that our stormwater ponds are typically 
considered to be “eutrophic,” meaning that they have a high level of nutrients that promotes plant growth 
and some algae formation. Aquatic plants in ponds help manage the water quality and can help control 
algae formation. Specifically, plants along the shoreline contribute beneficially to erosion control, and 
manage the nutrients that are discharged from the pond into local estuaries, and ultimately to the Gulf.  

“Stormwater pond maintenance is new to Florida residents,” Mollie told us. “It is important 
that HOAs focus on education for decision makers within the community so that knowledge can 
be communicated to the residents. Only when embraced by the entire community can these best 
practices be completely successful.” 

Workshop discussions confirmed that Rivendell’s current approach using low-maintenance zones 
(LMZs) coupled with shoreline aquatic plantings is a good strategy for pond health, and that these two 
actions are considered best practices. Another outcome of the workshop is that we are developing 
individual goals for some of our ponds with unique challenges.   

“It is important for Sarasota County residents to know that in our area ponds should have 
plants. In fact, the only way to have a pond without plants is to rely on a consistent arsenal of 
poison,” Abbey told us. “Plants in the pond are a sign of good health." 

 
Your Actions Do Make A Difference!  

We also learned more about how our own actions affect the water quality of our ponds. Our need 
to manage algae in our ponds with toxic herbicides and the water quality of the pond discharges are all 
influenced primarily by what nutrients are washed from our lawns and into our ponds. Our choices for 
fertilizer use, as a community and as homeowners, affect both our algae management requirements and 
the water quality discharged to estuaries and the Gulf. We are working with our community contractors 
regarding reduced use of toxic herbicides and fertilizers. We also remind all homeowners to follow 
Sarasota County’s guidelines for responsible fertilizer and irrigation practices and reduce usage where 
possible. 

The P&P will continue to install shoreline plants as part of our healthy ponds initiative - however 
that is only half the story. We need to work together to reduce the amount of fertilizer that goes into our 
ponds especially from our own backyards. Reducing the nutrient load will enhance the effectiveness of 
the LMZs and plantings, thereby improving water quality.  
 Working together, we can keep our ponds healthy and vibrant. The benefits are significant: 
improved water quality, attractive wildlife habitats, and beautiful natural aesthetics… plus strong property 
values.  
 
 
 
  
[PHOTOS & CAPTIONS NEXT PAGE]  
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Our instructors, Mollie Holland demonstrates a 
Secchi Disk (used to measure clarity of the 
water), while Abbey Tyrna (R/insert) shows off 
their new Pond Assessment Tool app.  
 
(Courtesy photos)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Healthy ponds attract our wildlife friends and provide food sources, such as 
this Anhinga enjoying fish for lunch.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
Diverse wildlife enjoy Rivendell’s ponds; these turtle 
buddies share the shoreline with an Anhinga drying its 
wings.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Improving water quality of our stormwater ponds is important to this Osprey 
and all his bird friends.  (Bob Frank photos.)  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
P&P members, Sue Remy, Frank Freestone 
and Bob Frank successfully completed the 
Healthy Ponds Workshop.  
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Sealed With
A Kiss

Adopt-A-Manatee® 

for Someone 

You Love

1-800-432-JOIN (5646)  
savethemanatee.org
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Join 665 of your fellow 
Rivendell Residents on the NEXTDOOR 

social network www.nextdoor.com 
Are you seeking a service 
provider recommendation? 

Do you have an item to sell? 
Do you have any questions about 

Rivendell or other topics 
residents can help with? 

Nextdoor is the world’s largest 
social network for the neighborhood. 

Nextdoor enables truly local 
conversations that empower neighbors 

to build stronger and safer communities.
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Rivendell Community Contacts 

 Committees 
Block Captain Committee 
Chair: Rachel North Zipay (mobilerach@verizon.net)	
     Board Liaison: George Smith 
   
CERT Committee 
Chair:  Paul Englert (paule253@hotmail.com) 
    Board Liaison: Cathy Daignault  
    Members:  Need Volunteers.  Please contact Paul 
    if interested. 
 

Communication Committee  
Chair:  Kristine Nickel (kristine@nickelcommunications.com) 
    Board Liaison: Larry Dobias 
    Newsletter: Kristine Nickel, Nancy Giordano, Barbara        
Gahry  
    Directory: Christopher Smith and Kristine Nickel 
    Webmaster: Gary Mruz   
    At large: Marylin and Jim May 
 
Architectural Review Committee (ARC) 
Chair:  Greg Warner 

Board Liaison: Greg Volack 
Questions or Submissions: rivendell@mgmt.tv   

    Members: Joe Casale, Rich Bunce, Maria Ilioff, Joe 
Zwerling, Jim Duncan 
     
Fine Administrat ion Committee (FAC) 
Chair:  Robert Thierfelder (rcthierfelder@gmail.com) 

     Board Liaison: George Smith
    Members: Ken Alerie, Bill Bloom, Mary Kennedy 
 
Maintenance Committee (MC) 
Chair: Chuck Pert i le (noplans12@gmail.com) 
    Board Liaison: Greg Volack (gregvolack@gmail.com) 

Members: Carole Myles, Mark Giordano, Dave Cook, Kevin  
Humbert 
           
Ponds & Preserves Committee 
Chair: Bob Frank (frank@ohio.edu) 
    Board Liaison: Larry Dobias 

Members: Dave Gill, Ken Heckert, Tom Hurban, 
Sue Remy, Norma Lee Rhines, Allie Sandow,  
Melle Lee Warren 

 
Social Committee 
Chair:  Carolyn Kenney (kenneycsrq@gmail.com) 
     Board Liaison:  George Smith
     Members: Kristen Ellison, Kathy Halaiko,   
     Maria Ilioff, Deb Jones, Adele Kellman,  
     Kathy Lysak, Lenora McComas, Karen Price,  
     Melle Lee Warren      
      

Rivendell Board of Directors 
 

Larry Dobias, President,  dobiasle@gmail.com
 
Greg Volack, Vice President, gregvolack@gmail.com 
 
Cathy Daignault ,  Treasurer, catdaignault@yahoo.com 
 
George Smith, Secretary, georgeandnadia@gmail.com 
 
John Fitzgibbon, Director john.fitz48@gmail.com , 
 
 

Sub-Association Boards of Directors 
 

The Cottages: Marilee Casale, President , 
(marileecasale@gmail.com); John Martin, 1st Vice President, 
(4johmartin@gmail.com);  Carole Myles, 2nd Vice President, 
Bob Metelko, Treasurer (bob@csdsinc.net); Kathi Webber, 

.Secretary, (kathi.travel@gmail.com)  
 
Patio Homes: Bob Thierfelder, President; Dan Tavares, 
Secretary; Randy Price, Treasurer. 
 
The Vil las: Sherry Sholt is, President; Merdeith Pike, 
Vice President and Secretary; Barbara Loe, Treasurer. 
 

Lighthouse Property Management: 
941-460-5560 Ext. 225 
Property Manager:  Steven DeHart 
(SteveDeHart@mgmt.tv) 
  

Rivendell Website 
www.rivendellcommunity.com 
Contact Lighthouse Management for password to RESIDENTS 
section. 

Woodlands Word Deadline:  
Submit articles and information to Kristine Nickel 

(krist ine@nickelcommunications.com) 
by the tenth of the month. 

 
    Updates to the Contacts Page: 
Kristine Nickel (krist ine@nickelcommunications.com) 

Nuisance All igator 
Call Florida Fish & Wildlife - SNAP 866-392-4286 

Do Not Call Lighthouse Property Management 
 

Sarasota County Sheriff  
Non-emergency Number: 941-316-1201 

Please use this number for non-emergencies 


