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New Year - New Focus
By Larry Dobias

 As 2021 fades quickly in our rearview mirrors, I want to share 
a bit of a review and a look forward. During much of the past 
year, the Board’s focus and expenses were directed to the 
Maintenance and the Pond and Preserve Committees. The 
Maintenance Committee made significant progress on tree 
trimming and landscape improvements and hired a gardener 
to take care of our flower beds on a bimonthly basis. In addition 
to routine maintenance, a project to remediate the brick pier 
columns and install caps at the bridge added years to the life 
of the infrastructure as well as creating a dramatic improve-
ment to the appearance. The Ponds and Preserve Committee 
continues an aggressive program to install aquatic plantings 
on pond shorelines, minimizing erosion and improving habitat 
and water quality. Much of the expense for the plantings was 
offset by grants awarded to communities working to make 
a positive impact on pond water quality. The objective in 
Rivendell is to push the need for dredging ponds, which is 
disruptive and expensive, as far into the future as possible.
    For the upcoming year, the work of the Maintenance Com-
mittee and the Ponds and Preserves Committee will remain 
a priority; however, the Board’s focus will be on community 
involvement and communication. To maintain the existing 
standards of the community while keeping expenses in 
check will require members who have the time and the talent 
to take on a leadership role. There is a need for volunteers 
in just about every committee now serving the community.  
Significant strides were made in 2021 bringing new names 
and faces to take part in the work required to keep Rivendell 
a great place in which to live. This effort needs to continue to 
grow if we are to sustain the many positive aspects of home 
ownership in Rivendell.
   The Board appreciates the positive comments received al-
most daily with respect to the changes and overall appearance 
to Rivendell. We welcome the fact that the work is noticed and 
appreciated. Please consider joining the team in the new year. 
This is a work in progress and there will always be things to 
do in the months ahead. We look forward to your participation.
   Best wishes for a happy and healthy New Year to you and 
your family.

New Year New Editor
 With the New Year upon us, we sadly say, “Good-bye” to 
Frank Diteljan as Editor of the WW.
 Frank has turned over the reins to Kristine Nickel. Kristine 
has been an infrequent contributor to the newsletter for sev-
eral years. She has been a freelance writer for over 35 years 
as well as a public relations professional.  “I am so sorry that 
Frank decided to retire but I’m excited to be editing the WW 
and look for more contributors to come on board,” said Kris-
tine. “There are so many things happening in our community 
to be reported on. I look forward to hearing from you budding 
reporters.”  Kristine and her husband Jack Klingensmith are 
some of the original residents of “Big Riv” having bought their 
house in December of 1999.

Meet Kevin Boggess  
 Candidate for Rivendell HOA Board 

 My wife Lisa and I moved from Siesta Key to Rivendell in 
April of 2021. Before that we lived and worked in Virginia. 
When we decided to move last year, Rivendell was at the top 
of our list of neighborhoods in which we hoped to land. We 
were looking for a quiet, non-gated community with a parklike 
setting and lake views. We found it all here in Rivendell.   
   Lisa and I have met a number of our neighbors while out 
walking our dog, Henry, and by participating in the October 
volunteer cleanup, the Rivendell Wildlife Week and, most re-
cently, at the inaugural meeting of the Rivendell Kayak group.   
    If elected, my goal as a Board member will be to apply my 
work experience to help maintain the features that attracted 
us to this community. I began my working life as a U.S. Ma-
rine and served in the Persian Gulf during Operations Des-
ert Shield and Desert Storm. Following the Marine Corps, I 
earned a degree in Public Administration from Virginia Tech 
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Kayak Club Organized in Rivendell 
by Maria Ilioff

 On December 9th 8 fellow residents met at the pool along 
with a guest speaker Frank Freestone. Unfortunately, an 
additional 5 who emailed me with interest could not attend. 
I’m excited to have close to 15 people who are interested.
   We’re planning our first paddle in mid-January at Oscar 
Scherer State Park. 
 These are not guided paddles; rather it’s a gathering of kay-
akers taking to the water to have fun exploring our beautiful 
surroundings by kayak. Please email me if you have interest 
in joining us.  Milioff85@gmail.com

and began my 25+ year career in local government. 
   In my last position, I served as the City Manager for Salem, 
Virginia. In this capacity, I was responsible for overseeing the 
functions of the city government i.e. Public Safety, Streets, 
Station, Parks and Rec, Administration, Finance, HR and other 
community services as well as the Enterprise functions i.e. 
the Civic Center, Water/Sewer and Electric Utilities.  Salem’s 
annual budget for these operations exceeded $80 million 
and during my 11 years as City Manager we always operated 
within our budget.   
   Lisa and I and especially Henry have no desire to pack up 
and move again. We want to help keep Rivendell a community 
we are happy to come home to every day. 

The Duncans

 The Woodland Word welcomes its newest columnist Nancy 
Giordano who will be penning the “Neighbors” column.
 Nancy and her husband Mark have lived in Rivendell for almost 
3 years.  They are snowbirds, summering in the Hudson River 
Valley in Fishkill, NY
 Nancy is a retired Administrator.  In addition to writing, she is 
known for her wonderful bake goods, terrific sense of design 
and involvement in the Daughters of the American Revolution.  
Nancy religiously walks Rivendell, now in search of subjects for 
Neighbors.

Neighbors
by Nancy Giordano

And Just Like 
That, It’s…

 A year. A year of 
getting house set-
tled; learning the 
shortcuts; finding 
doctors, dentists, 
and doughnuts; 
vetting a vet and 
all things pets; ex-
periencing the best 
beaches; and living 
a dream.  
 For those of you who haven’t, meet Jeanie, Jim, and Jackson 
Duncan. After four years of snow birding, including many daytrips 
to locate an area they could call home, we are happy the Dun-
cans purchased their Florida home in Rivendell. They happened 
upon Rivendell quite by accident yet found themselves driving 
through whenever they were nearby.  
 The attraction to Rivendell’s natural beauty, particularly the 
trees and ponds, was strong. It’s location also seemed to be 
conveniently perfect! Once their Maryland home sold, it was off 
to see the real estate wizard in Florida.  
 At the same time, however, housing inventory was tightening 
up and the wizard’s wand wasn’t working the magic it needed 
for Jeanie’s house style. Sadly, it seemed Rivendell was not an 
option, he informed them right before their trip.   
 But Jeanie insisted to Jim they drive through Rivendell any-
way…if for no other reason than old time’s sake! In the dark of 
early evening, she saw a small red and white For Sale sign out 
of the corner of her eye. They stopped, looked, and immediately 
knew this could work. So, a quick call to the wizard and an ap-
pointment was made for the next morning. Fast forward a year 
and all is good in Rivendell for the Duncans. 
 Jeanie puts it this way. “The name of our neighborhood is 
an allusion to the most beautiful city in JR Tolkien’s series, 
The Hobbit and Lord of the Rings. Rivendell has proven to be 
for us the homey sanctuary and place of peace and beauty 
Tolkien described.  Although we have no elves (that we know 
of), our neighborhood - with its winding streets, parks, wildlife 
and ponds  - has charmed us with its own magic. We enjoy its 
serenity almost as much as the wonderful neighbors we meet 
as we explore it with Jackson, our 2 year old Cavachon.”
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Rivendell Calendar of Events – January 2022
Note: If you wish to have your event listed, please submit to Kristine Nickel (kristine@nickelcommunications.com) by the 
10th of the month for inclusion in the calendar for the following month. We welcome your submissions.

For the most up-to-date information check the Rivendell website at www.rivendellcommunity.com

Rivendell Yoga and Meditation Class via zoom on Tuesday, January 4 @ 9:00 am. Participants must have filled out survey and 
registered for class. Contact yogayely.com for more information. Please note: this is a deviation from the usual first Monday.

Rivendell Book Club I will be meeting on January 10 at 7:30 pm, which is the second Monday of the month. Contact Adele 
at Adele.Kellman@gmail.com

Rivendell Book Club II will be meeting on January 18 at 7:00 pm which is the third Tuesday of the month. Contact Maria Ilioff 
at miLioff85@gmail.com or 607-427-4192 for more information.

Eucher is back! The monthly euchre group is meeting on the 3rd Thursday of the month. For January, please check with Ann 
Francis. annfrancis915@gmail.com.

Rivendell HOA monthly meeting will be held on January 5 @ 6:00 via zoom. Please check the website for more detail.

To make additions or corrections to the Calendar of Events, please contact Kristine Nickel at kristine@nickelcommunications.
com.

Rivendell Reflections
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REAL ESTATE CORNER   
TITLE INSURANCE:  WHAT IS IT 

AND WHY DO I NEED IT? 
By Barb Gahry

 Occasionally, I am asked, “Why do I need title insurance? 
I’m a cash buyer.”  The answer:  it protects you against any 
potential losses due to a title defect. Title refers to ownership 
rights and interests; the deed is the document that shows legal 
ownership of a property. If you happen to take out a mortgage, 
you must have 2 title insurance policies: an owner’s policy and 
a lender’s policy. The latter protects the lender, as long as the 
mortgage has not been paid off.  There are many scenarios 
that may create a need for this type of protection.  Here are 
only 4 to consider:

1) You purchase and close on a property only to learn that 
a long lost relative of the previous owner had a claim to 
the property.

2) There is an undisclosed but recorded shared wall or 
setback agreement.

3) There are undisclosed but recorded liens against the 
former owner, including violations that happened before 
you purchased the property.

4) The conveyor of the property was mentally challenged 
or unable to understand the risks or benefits of  what 
was being signed.

 Title and lien searches are done prior to issuing a title insur-
ance policy to identify any claims (fraudulent or legitimate) or 
liens on the property. Who pays for title insurance?  It could 
be the buyer or it could be the seller, which is an item to be 
negotiated.  In Sarasota County, it has, traditionally, been the 
buyer who purchases the owner’s title insurance and who 
chooses the title company for settlement but, again, this may 
be negotiated. The lender’s policy is paid by the buyer. How 
much is title insurance?   This depends upon the purchase 
price and is based upon a state promulgated rate, paid only 
once. It provides reimbursement for any loss due to defects 
existing before the policy was issued. It stays in effect as long 
as you own the property. It may also cover any court related 
costs associated with a claim.      If there was a mortgage and 
it was paid off, it is the owner’s responsibility to ensure that 
the note has been released and that a satisfaction of loan has 
been recorded in the county records.  Some lenders will file the 
satisfaction BUT, do not assume this is done automatically by 
all. Once the mortgage has been satisfied, the lender should 
be removed from your title.
Have a question for our real estate guru?  
Email Barb @ bgahry@aol.com

2017 Small Business of the Year

ContemporaryHearing.com

Blair Post, HAS, BC-HIS, ACA
Board Certified Hearing Instrument Sciences
American Conference of Audioprosthology

Love My
Hearing Aids

 Being a small business owner it is important for us 
to know how clients find us. Whenever a new client 
comes into our office we always ask, how did you find 
us?
     During the shutdown due to covid the majority an-
swered “online” since there weren’t any gatherings.
     Now that we are able to get together we are getting 
more referrals from existing clients. They tend to say, 
‘my neighbor said I wasn’t hearing well and should see 
you.’
     My favorite this year came from Betty. When asked, 
how did you find us, she said I overheard my friend, 
Shirley say she loves her hearing aids. That is a direct 
quote. 
     Betty explained that other people complain about 
their hearing aids, especially when trying to under-
stand conversations in groups. Yet, Shirley was in a 
line dancing class and while talking to another woman 
said, “I loved my hearing aids.”  
     Hearing someone say they love their hearing aids, 
Betty knew she had to check it out. Betty walked over to 
Shirley and asked, who helps with your hearing aids?
      When I heard the story I was thrilled to know how 
well we had fitted our client Shirley. Knowing that 
Shirley is able to be social and hear with confidence 
is our intention.
     Our goal is to help clients hear well in groups. To 
know that we helped Shirley hear well in a dance class 
and so well that she shared how much she loves her 
hearing aids. This is such a great testimony for us.
     If you struggle to hear conversations clearly in 
crowds, call for a free demo of hearing aids, ones that 
you might even love.
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January Sudoku Puzzle
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Rated: Medium

Copyright © Puzzle Baron December 6, 2021 - Go to www.Printable-Puzzles.com for Hints and Solutions!
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT  (Larry Dobias)
 Larry expressed frustration that owners realize they live in a 
deed-restricted community but yet they don't seem to bother 
reading or understanding what those restrictions might be. 
Either they don't care or they are unconcerned or they just 
are totally unaware.  Recently 100 properties were identified 
as having compliance issues relevant to dirty roofs, dirty 
sidewalks/driveways, or unkept lawns.  These homes were 
not meeting the community standards that come with living 
in a deed-restricted community. Rather than sending out so 
many non-compliance letters, it was thought that a commu-
nity email blast might help to get people to look at their own 
home/property with a critical eye to see what issues might 
need addressing.  Then in mid January another compliance 
inspection will be done.  At this time, if the issues have not 
been addressed, the non-compliance letters will be mailed out.
   Larry also mentioned that owners don't seem to understand 
that ARC requests must be filled out and submitted if any 
change is done to a property.  Some owners are skipping 
this requirement and doing what they want when they want. 
As a result, they are in violation of the Covenants since the 
Covenants say that all changes must go through ARC. Owners 
need to understand that ARC exists to protect the integrity 
and "look" of the community.  

MANAGER'S REPORT  (Eric Mitchell)
 Because Steve DeHart was unable to attend the meeting, 
Eric gave the report. Some of the things mentioned were 
that 1st notice for the Annual Meeting was recently mailed, 
the Lighthouse accounting group is gathering together the 
payment booklets for our dues and they will soon be sent out, 
and our community pool recently was inspected by the County 
Health Dept and had some issues which must be addressed 
within 30 days. Nostalgic will be contacted to make new pool 
rule signs for the inside area of the pool complex.
   Two lots are judged as non-compliant and the owners 
will now have an opportunity to plead their case to the Fine 
Committee.  Both lots are on Clear Creek Drive and both deal 
with landscape issues not being corrected. Most of the ARC 
requests were approved but 2 were denied.  
   The Annual Meeting is scheduled for Feb 9, 2022.

TREASURER'S REPORT  (Cathy Daignault)
Cathy requested that Lighthouse be more prompt when giving 
her the financial information, that she not be given the infor-
mation on the day of the meeting.  
   Rivendell currently shows $447,504 in assets (not counting 
the capital assets).  $261,709 of this is in reserves. Nothing 
has been spent from the reserves since May 2021. We have 
spent $15,717 for the year out of the reserves. For operations, 
Rivendell is typically under budget in several categories by at 
least $1000. In the grounds maintenance, we're over budget 

Unofficial Board of Directors Meeting Notes
 If you didn't "attend" the Dec 8, 2021 Board of Directors' meeting and you'd like to know what might have happened, 
below is my unofficial version of what I thought transpired at that meeting.  Because my version is UNOFFICIAL, 
you should always consult the official version that will eventually appear on the website.  Mine might have errors 
or I could have misinterpreted what was said.  
 Director George Smith as well as many committee members were not present for the meeting but the Board did have 
quorum and could conduct business. 

by $27,546 but because we no longer have a dedicated CAM 
and its related expenses on which to be spending money, the 
landscaping expenditures were covered by the CAM savings. 
(Rivendell budgeted $31,397 for the dedicated CAM.)
   There are 4 owners who have violation or nonpayment bal-
ances and there are 4 owners who owe small amounts due to 
late fees or short pays.  (Last report showed there were 11.)
   In case you've forgotten, the 2020 surplus was not spent in 
2021 as it could have been. This surplus was instead put into 
the 2022 budget as a means to control the amount needed to 
be assessed in the upcoming budgeting year.

SECRETARY'S REPORT  
None given.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
1.  MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE  (Larry Dobias)
 GreenTopps completed its tree-trimming/clean-up the 
common area surrounding the pool complex. The rose bush 
in Rainbow Point Park was removed and replaced with gar-
denias. A dead bush in Clear Creek Park was removed and 
plans are to hire GreenTopps to prune all the fire bushes in 
Clear Creek Park back to 4 feet so that they can be better 
maintained at 6 feet. Holiday decorating has been occurring 
in various sections of Rivendell.
2.  COMMUNICATION COMMITTEE  (Larry Dobias)
 Thursday evening there is to be a zoom meeting of the 
Communication Committee. The problem is how do you get 
people to understand that the Directory is only meaningful 
IF it has phone listings available in it. Old versions of our 
Directory provided both email and home/cell phone listings 
but once Rivendell moved to electronic voting and stored 
all the data on the myHOAst site, there was a loss of what 
was "available" to be published in the PRINTED Rivendell 
Directory. The myHOAst site REQUIRES you to take the 
initiative and allow Rivendell to publish your phone number 
in the Rivendell PRINTED Directory. If you don't uncheck the 
box, your information is kept "private" and only myHOAst can 
publish your phone number on the myHOAst site.  (Now, think 
about it. You are allowing a stranger (myHOAst) to publish 
your phone number BUT you are NOT allowing your neighbors 
(Rivendell) to publish your phone number in the Rivendell 
Directory.  Does that make sense to you???)
 The ComCom will be discussing how to get residents to 
get off GO, take control of their information, and share that 
information with their neighbors.
   Of course, there's always the chance that Rivendell could 
care less whether they have a printed Directory. Director John 
Fitzgibbon suggested that Lighthouse could manage this 
data base since they already manage one with our billing but 
Gary Mruz said the problem is still going to be that owners 
NEED TO UPDATE THEIR INFORMATION and if they don't 
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do that, then it won't matter who has the data base. At least 
if myHOAst has the data base, owners have control over the 
changes themselves and don't have to fill out any forms to 
make changes. They are in control. It's whether they choose 
to exercise that control that is the issue.  
 Larry said that in a self-directed system, it would be nice 
if owners would take charge and assume control but too 
often they are apathetic and therein lies the problem for the 
Communication Committee. How do you communicate with 
owners who aren't communicating?  It seems that some care, 
but that most don't. What is reality? (Note: Rhetoric questions 
by the reporter.)
3.  POND & PRESERVE COMMITTEE  (Larry Dobias)
 Rivendell did get approval for the county $10,000 grant and 
that is why we recently had the Wildlife Survey. There were 
35 people participating on the wildlife survey within Rivendell 
and over 1,000 species of wildlife were identified as a result.
   Because Aquagenix recently went Chapter 11, Rivendell 
has been looking for other contractors to fulfill its obligations 
to the county.  Recently Larry walked through the preserves 
with a representative from Rick Richards. This is the same 
company that cleared the firebreak road recently. The compa-
ny is to present a proposal to the Board for consideration and 
if acceptable, they could be the replacement for Aquagenix 
in 2022.  
4.  SOCIAL COMMITTEE
No report.

OLD BUSINESS
1.  There have been several articles written for the Woodland 
Word explaining the proposed 2 amendments. In addition a 
survey was taken to see whether residents would support the 
rental amendment if they were to vote today. Although 75% 
who responded showed they supported the rental amend-
ment, there were not enough people responding to the survey 
to get a determination that the amendment would pass. The 
email blast went out to 650-700 email addresses and there 
are only 498 homes in Rivendell.  It might be possible to get 
200 votes in support of the amendment but that will not pass 
the amendment. Both amendments will be considered at the 
Annual Meeting. If there are not enough votes to pass the 
amendment, the proxy associated with the amendments gives 
90 days to go to the homes who did not cast a vote. If addition-
al votes in favor of the amendment could be obtained, a total 
of 332 would pass the amendment. Anything less would fail.
2.  Aquagenix went out of business. A new company was 
formed to take over their old business but they lost much of 
their old crew that used to service Rivendell. Some of these 
men are forming their own companies. Larry decided to check 
out the company that he felt did a great job on the forestry 
mowing project to see if they could do what Aquagenix used 
to do. Larry met with a representative and gave them the 
county expectations and the Rivendell goals. The company 
is to present a proposal for Rivendell to consider.  Larry is 
hoping this will be completed by January.

NEW BUSINESS
1.  Pool inspection Report
 The county health dept. inspected our community pool and 

judged there to be a few problems. The flow meter was not 
functioning, the maintenance report for the pool was not ade-
quate, the chemical tanks were not labeled, and the pool rules 
should have been posted inside the pool complex. We have 
30 days to correct the issues.  Healthy Pools is our contractor 
and they will deal with some of these issues. Nostalgic will be 
making the signs.  
2.  Solitude Cattail Removal Service Contract
A 20' wide section of cattails is impacting the outflow on the 
Lower Scherer. Larry spoke with Solitude about the removal 
of these plants and was successful getting a 50% reduction 
in price for their removal. Larry added that he did not want 
the plants killed and then allowed to sink to add to the muck 
of the lake. Instead he wanted them removed after they were 
killed. Solitude agreed to remove them. The Board passed 
a resolution to pay $1384 to have the dead cattails removed 
by Solitude.
3.  Pier and Wall Cap Project
Mark Giordano, who engineered the Rivendell Bridge project, 
is also spearheading the project to do a make-over of the 26 
piers (columns) along Rivendell Blvd and Old Venice and the 
90' section of wall along Old Venice. Mark has been doing 
various measurements of the structures involved and after so 
doing, a company will be contracted to make molds for the 
caps. Because the caps will be bigger than the biggest size 
that the company typically has, a steel master mold will be 
needed. From this master mold, the other molds are fabricated 
out of fiberglass. The fiberglass type will last longer through 
the process (the filling of concrete) than the heavy duty plastic 
ones that were used for the bridge caps. The size will be at 
least 40" x 40" and each mold when filled with concrete will 
weigh about 550 pounds.  We will need to rent special equip-
ment to lift caps of this size in place. To make the molds, the 
fabricator needed $5000 up front. The company that makes 
the molds (I think) is located in Iowa. Once made, he ships 
them back here and Mark then has someone else fill each 
mold with concrete.  That's when the heavy lifting comes into 
play since each of the caps must be hoisted up onto the top of 
the brick columns or the brick wall that is along Rivendell Blvd 
or Old Venice. Mark said that members of the MC can handle 
the sealing and painting of the caps and walls.  A service will 
be hired to deal with the power-washing of the walls/columns.
   If you're wondering why a project of this magnitude is being 
undertaken, it's because Rivendell is lucky to have a person 
such as Mark Giordano living here who has the knowledge/
expertise and willingness to take on this project.  This is a 
technical project requiring the skills of someone who knows 
what they are doing and who can direct the efforts of those 
working under him. This is not a band-aid approach to a 
problem. If you walk by the wall, you notice that there is grass 
growing on top of the wall or up on the sides of the wall and 
columns. When this happens, it's likely that the roots are also 
going down into the wall separating bricks or mortar within the 
wall. Undertaking this project not only will add to the beauty 
of Rivendell but also will increase the "life" of those columns 
and brick wall at the Old Venice entrance. When the caps and 
piers are finished, you'll see the same white trim concrete 
finish to the brick columns as well as to the curved wall above 

(Continued on Pg. 8)
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the garden where the Rivendell sign is and the straight walls 
in between the brick columns along Old Venice.
  Mark's project was expected to be around $23,000 but Di-
rector John Fitzgibbon suggested the Board pass a resolution 
"not to exceed $25,000” in case there were any unforeseen 
problems that might develop with the project. The Board 
passed the resolution and Mark is to get an invoice from the 
mold fabricator so that the project can begin and the check 
for $5,000 can be mailed.  
4.  Independent Pond Consultant
 It was determined that it would be good to hire an indepen-
dent consultant to assess Rivendell ponds and lakes to see 
whether we're doing all that we can be doing to assure their 
health and longevity.  The consultant will study erosion, water 
quality, wildlife present, etc to see whether what we're doing 
is working or hindering and to find out what, if anything, we 
could be doing to improve. The Board agreed this is a good 
investment and passed a resolution to hire the person to 
assess the lakes. The cost was $1,000.
5.  Trim Firebushes in Clear Creek
 Because the firebushes in Clear Creek Park have gotten too 
high to be trimmed readily, it was determined that we needed 
to prune them back to 4 feet and then only allow them to grow 
no higher than 6 feet. 
 If kept at 6', then Westbay would be more easily able to 
maintain them. The Board agreed and hired GreenTopps to 
do the job at $1,200. They will complete the trim before the 
end of the year.
6.  Trim Oak Trees from Old Venice to the pump station
 To keep the oaks along Rivendell Blvd healthier and look-
ing good, a trim will be done to those that are overhanging 
the sidewalks.  Several months ago, the oaks were trimmed 
that overhung the streets but they were not opened up and 
trimmed over the sidewalks. Green Topps will handle this job 
and it'll cost $4,500.  The Board approved the project. Green 
Topps will try to do it before the end of the year.
7.  Two homes on Clear Creek were fined.
 Lighthouse had sent multiple notices to the 2 homes on 
Clear Creek concerning their weedy beds but little was done 
to improve the situation. The Board decided that from now 
on, it would use Florida 720 to deal with compliance issues. 
There is no forgiveness built into this policy. Once the Board 
issued the fine, the fine stays unless the Fining Committee 
says otherwise.  
   This Florida 720 policy states that when owners fail to rectify 
a situation and they have been properly notified, the Board 
can fine the owner $100 a day, up to 10 days.  This means 
that each home will have a maximum fine of $1,000 for the 
issues cited. They now have the option of appearing before 
the Fining Committee to explain why they failed to correct the 
problem. The Fining Committee will either uphold the fine or 
reject the fine. If the fine is upheld, the fine must be paid in a 
certain number of days.   The Board agreed to fine both homes 
$100 a day, up to 10 days for a total of $1000.
8.   ARC fines for failing to submit a request. 
 Because owners are becoming too complacent about 
submitting requests to cut down trees, install doors, install 
windows, etc or do other changes to the exterior home/prop-

erty, ARC requested that fines be levied for failure to doing 
what is required by the documents. The Board supported 
the request and will now assess owners $100 any time they 
are caught making a change to their home/property that is 
non-emergency in nature. It'll be construed as a non-compliant 
issue.  
   Director Cathy Daignault asked what if someone has an 
emergency.  Director Greg Volack said they should contact 
an ARC person to let them know and they'll be given an 
emergency approval. Larry added that you have the right 
to protect your investment if you have a REAL emergency. 
Procrastination, however, is not considered an emergency. 
A roof that develops a leak is an emergency. 
   Director John Fitzgibbon asked about a home wishing to 
install windows without the required grid pattern that ARC 
requires in Rivendell homes. He wanted to know what was 
going to happen to this homeowner. The answer was he would 
be fined $100 for not getting ARC approval. Then if he made 
the install against accepted community standards, he would 
be non-compliant and be sent out the 3 required notices. After 
the 3rd notice, the fine would be $100 a day for 10 days, up 
to a maximum of 10 days. (In other words, it looks as though 
it would cost $1100 to go against community standards and 
get the wrong kind of windows.)
   Director Fitzgibbon also inquired about mailbox violations 
and the size of wattage used in the lights. It was mentioned 
that 13 watt used to the be the size always mentioned but 
no one knew where that was listed. That is to be investigat-
ed and if there is no wattage listed, the Board will need to 
determine that.
   Director Fitzgibbon mentioned too that there were people 
whose numbers were not very legible or that there were plants 
in front of the mailbox that he felt were a problem. Both issues 
will be addressed in compliance letters to the owners.  
9.  MISC.
 Director Cathy Daignault asked whether the cost of incur-
sions would be passed on to the owners who did the incursion.  
The owner claims not to have done it.  (For as long as I have 
lived here, this generally seems to be the case.  Since no 
one can prove who did what, it's a moot point and therefore, 
nothing ever happens other than the community bears the 
cost of the remediation.  We will have a new contractor for 
the preserves and so it's not known what costs Rivendell will 
incur as a result of these incursions. Had Aquagenix not gone 
out of business, they had planned to just charge us for the 
plants.) 

The next meeting will be Jan 12 and will be a zoom 
meeting.

Editor’s Note:  Many residents have asked for a more 
timely reporting of the Board of Directors meeting.  The 
Woodlands Word asked Nancy Dobias for permission to 
print her “Unofficial Notes” of the meeting.  This is NOT 
intended to replace the official minutes which often take 
several months to appear on the website.  Thank you 
Nancy.

(Unoffical Board of Directors Continued)
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Aspen Turns 84 and Kicks Up His Heels
 Most everyone who wanders through or lives on the block of 
Shadow Bay Way that connects the two entrances of Mallard 
Marsh is familiar with the little Papillon with the big ears and 
the equally big heart.  Aspen, fur baby of Dana Schroder and 
Dave Gill, has been traveling that sidewalk for the past 17 
years.  Some years ago, he was sometimes eager to escape 
the regular route and the dog lovers of the neighborhood 
could be counted on to mount a search party for Aspen and 
round him up fairly quickly. But lately, he hasn’t been playing 
the escape card at all.
 Aspen celebrated his 17th dog birthday, which according to 
various sources puts him at 84 human years. His party was 

Brady, Brix, Henry, Aspen and Timmy’s Tail
Humans:  Marlene Vogt, Lisa and Kevin Boggess

Dave Gill and Aspen

advertised with a large sign that any other dog walkers would 
spot if they wandered past and thus, it was well attended. At 
any one time, different dogs would pay their canine respects 
to the little guy and get treats from Mama Dana in return. 
Aspen wandered about then returned to his grassy perch 
during the 90 minutes of the get together. “His favorite place 
is in the grass, just hanging out in the front yard,” says Dana. 
For dozens of dogs, one of their favorite places is right next 
to Aspen, giving him a sniff and nose rub.  
   Here’s to another year or two or three Aspen. Go for 20! You 
make our days brighter just seeing you sitting in the grass.  
 Staff Reports
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Join 665 of your fellow 
Rivendell Residents on the NEXTDOOR 

social network www.nextdoor.com 
Are you seeking a service 
provider recommendation? 

Do you have an item to sell? 
Do you have any questions about 

Rivendell or other topics 
residents can help with? 

Nextdoor is the world’s largest 
social network for the neighborhood. 

Nextdoor enables truly local 
conversations that empower neighbors 

to build stronger and safer communities.

Dear Resident,
 This note comes to you with a request. One or both of the 
residents of your home have indicated that you DO NOT 
want your email or phone numbers shared in the Rivendell 
Directory. We are preparing the 2022 Directory “Nature’s 
Beauty — Our Rivendell” and want to give you the oppor-
tunity to change your status. We understand that many of 
you feel you want to keep that information private and we 
respect that. However, many people were disappointed 
in the lack of information in the 2021 directory. PLEASE 
RETHINK YOUR DECISION. We want to provide the most 
comprehensive directory possible that meets the needs of 
all of you!  If you need assistance, we can provide that. Sim-
ply email rivendellboard@gmail.com and put in the subject 
line: remove my private flags.  Gary Mruz and Chris Smith, 
trusted members of our Communication team, will perform 
that service for you. You may even specify which flags to 
remove.
 Thank you for your consideration. We absolutely discour-
age any resident from ever sharing any information outside 
of Rivendell. You have our pledge that we will maintain that 
policy and keep your information only for your friends and 
neighbors inside of this community. You are part of our 
beautiful community so be in “Nature’s Beauty” and email 
us today.

Best,
Larry Dobias
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New Year, New Projects, New Look
by Nancy Dobias

 Rivendell’s signature look at its entrance is the 90 
feet of beautiful brick wall, which also extends down 
Rivendell Drive to the bridge separating the ponds.

 In addition to the wall, there are also columns.  I 
have often wondered whether folks noticed the condi-
tion of the wall or the columns.  From afar, you might 
not think there are issues but our resident, retired 
engineer, Mark Giordano, knows the conditions of the 
wall quite well.  He took on the project of renovating 
the walls and columns at the bridge last year.

A few years back, Larry (Dobias) discovered a tree 
"growing" in the wall along Old Venice. Apparently a 
bird decided he would make a deposit on top of the 
wall to see what would happen. That habit has been 
copied by other birds and squirrels resulting in vines or 
other landscape favorites in and on top of the bricks.  

There is even grass is growing on top of one portion of the wall.  As 
Mark explained it, when that happens, problems with bricks and 
mortar will soon develop. To mitigate this, the columns will have caps 
similar to the ones on the bridge. If the birds and squirrels decide to 
make any further deposits, it will just sit there until rains wash it off.

Part of the project also involves much needed power-washing.

 Many hours are going to be spent sealing and resealing all those bricks once the bricks are prepped and cleaned. Many 
hours are going to be spent painting all the fabricated caps, which will top the columns. There are 26 caps to be fabricated 
and then painted and sealed. Ninety feet of wall will need to be cleaned, repaired and sealed.  
   Here’s the good news: Rivendell is not paying for those man hours.  Those are volunteer man hours. The Maintenance 
Committee is volunteering to do that work for the betterment of our community.  
I hope if you see Mark, the members of the Maintenance Committee or the Board, you’ll let them know you appreciate all they 
are doing to update and refresh the look of our community.  They could have just ignored it but they have taken "ownership" 
of their community.  They want to show the pride that is Rivendell. And kudos to Mark for making this happen. If we had to 
pay an engineering firm, it might not be in our budget.
   By the way, it's hoped this project will be finished in the spring.  You'll have your bonnet and the Rivendell entry will have 
hers!  Have your cameras ready!
 P.S.  If you're interested in joining the Maintenance Committee, contact MC Chair Chuck Pertile,  He’s always looking for 
more people.
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 It is said that when a good book ends, the conversation begins.  While some think a book club is all about getting 
together to drink wine, a kind of literary girls night out, the truth is that a book club has many benefits. Two of them, 
which have been meaningful in my life are these:

• A book club absolutely promotes a love of literature. It can be a true joy to share the insights a book brings to 
bear on the human condition; to laugh together; and to agree to disagree all in a positive environment. These 
days, that’s a very special thing.

• Most likely out of school for quite some time, a book club encourages its members to think critically. It promotes 
a deeper engagement with the structure of stories and certainly heightens respect for writers.  

Rivendell is blessed to have two very active book clubs. If you haven’t checked them out, do so. They are inviting and 
populated with intelligent women and men with refreshing ideas.  Read on Rivendell.
 KN

Rivendell Book Group I Meets in Person for January
 The Rivendell Book Group I meets at 7:30 pm on the second Monday evening of each month. The group will meet 
in person for January. 
   On Monday, January 10, 2022, we will be discussing Intimacies by Katie Kitamura. Goodreads describes Intimacies 
as a “brief, seemingly straightforward novel that’s made complex, rich and endlessly fascinating by its storytelling.”  Our 
discussion will be led by Judy Sokal and we will be hosted by Barb Gahry.
   Upcoming books for 2022 are Hamnet by Maggie O’Farrell for February, The Rose Code by Kate Quinn for March 
and The Lincoln Highway by Amor Towles for April.
   Attendees to our meetings are expected to be fully vaccinated (including a booster).  If you would 
like to join the group, please contact Adele Kellman (adele.kellman@gmail.com or on 908-464-7003) 
to receive an invitation. 

Rivendell Book Group II Scheduled for January 18th
 January 18, at 7pm the Rivendell Book Group II will meet to discuss Anxious People by Eric Backman.  From the New 
York times bestselling author of A Man Called Ove, comes a “poignant comedy about a crime that never took place, a 
would-be bank robber who disappears into thin air, and eight extremely anxious strangers who find they have more in 
common than they ever imagined,” reviews Goodreads. 
   Maria Ilioff will be hosting and leading the discussion.  Please let Maria know if you would like to attend by emailing 
her at milioff85@gmail.com
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2022 Rivendell Ponds & Preserves Management Program  
By the Ponds & Preserves Committee     © 2021 Rivendell P&P Committee 111521 

 
PRESERVES Management Plan 
Includes: 14 Wetlands & Upland Preserves covering 115 acres. 
• Preserves and buffer areas should be left alone. Any activity beyond homeowners’ property lines is 

considered an incursion. Do not plant, build, cut or remove any vegetation, or deposit yard waste in 
protected areas. Incursions are monitored and will be enforced. 

• In agreement with Sarasota County, the HOA (RCA) is 
responsible for managing upland buffers surrounding each 
preserve and the “conserved buffer” bordering Oscar Scherer 
State Park (OSSP) and require regular maintenance and 
inspection.  

• Ongoing management actions include: removing invasive plants, 
inspection & correction of incursions in preserve and buffer areas, 
plus installing signs to mark preserves boundaries as needed. 
Other maintenance includes wildfire mitigation and ecological 
mowing and clearing perimeter paths, grates, weirs, and bubblers.     

(PS Remy photos) 

PONDS Management Plan  
Includes: 23 Named Ponds with 65 acres of Open Water. 
• Our HOA is responsible for maintaining the Stormwater System, pond and shorelines, and community 

common-ground.  
• Erosion is visible on Rivendell pond shorelines and 
being managed by installing “Rivendell Natural Shorelines” 
around all pond’s shorelines. The 3-foot LMZs (no-mow 
zones) are installed, while aquatic plants are being planted 
in phases.  
• Our HOA landscape contractor keeps LMZs 
trimmed to a rounded height of 8-12 inches for a neat & 
uniform look. Plants are emergent, shoreline Florida native 
species to help absorb nutrients.  

• Reduce use of toxic herbicides to inhibit algae growth. 
 
Benefits: Stabilize shoreline banks. Filter excess nutrient runoff. Improve water quality. Avoid costly 
engineered remediation. Enhance wildlife habitats. Keep property values strong.                                                          

  (Bob Frank wildlife photos) 

Homeowners’ and Residents’ Important Role - Thank You!      
• Follow Sarasota County guidelines for responsible fertilizing and irrigation.  

Respect the fertilizer ban between 6/1 – 9/30. No fertilizer within 10 feet of 
preserve, pond or any hardscape surfaces.  

• Reduce use of nitrogen/phosphorus fertilizers. Iron-based fertilizers are an 
effective summer alternative.    

• Reduce water usage where possible. Only if needed, irrigate on your assigned 
day (Tuesdays for even house numbers, Thursdays for odd - before 10am or 
after 4pm). Inspect and maintain good working sprinklers and rain sensor.  

 

Take Pride in Rivendell! Keep our community healthy 
and beautiful. Enjoy the abundance of wildlife and 
experience harmony with nature while strolling around our 
community.  

I f  you can, get involved 
Lend your talents. Volunteer on 
a committee or for activities that 
interest you. Meet neighbors. 
Keep Rivendell a special 
community for all!  
 

Your Actions Make a Difference!	
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What a Great Wildlife Week - 
Over 4,000 Wildlife Sightings! 

Wildlife Window - By the Ponds & Preserves Committee

During the week of November 13-20, 2021, the Ponds and Preserves committee hosted the inaugural Rivendell Wildlife 
Week. Wildlife Week had two components. The Rivendell Community agreed to conduct semi-annual community wildlife re-
ports as one of the conditions of a grant we received to install aquatic plants in our ponds. These plants help control erosion, 
improve water quality and attract wildlife. An Audubon guided Bird Walk held on Nov. 20 capped off this great nature week. 
   We asked residents to become “nature watchers” and help us observe and document sightings of the diverse wildlife that 
calls Rivendell home. We asked nature watchers to pay extra attention to the wildlife as they wander or drive around Riven-
dell and let us know what they saw. While these sightings do not provide a scientific count of each species, they do provide 
an indication of the diversity and numbers of animals in our community.  

Many thanks to all 33 residents who participated in Wildlife Week. 
 Between the nature watchers and the bird walkers, we captured sightings of over 4,000 wildlife friends covering over 80 
different species. We plan to have a Wildlife Week each spring and fall to compare the sightings. Here’s a brief breakdown 
of what residents saw this fall.  

Four Fun Facts About Our Wildlife
 Let’s keep our ponds healthy and vibrant for these beautiful creatures.

• Wood Storks are currently on the Federal “threatened” list (June 2014). Rivendell is fortunate to have so many visit 
our area and over 100 sightings were reported. 

• Florida Softshell Turtle & Gopher Tortoise Both species are protected by law and on the “endangered” list. In our 
community both species were spotted! 

• Glossy Ibis sightings were over 400 making them the most mentioned wildlife species sightings in the Wading/Shoreline 
Bird type.  White Ibis were second with over 200 spotting’s . 

• Great Egret Luckily, these elegant wading birds are a frequent visitor and a dazzling sight in our ponds and wetlands. 
A USDA report notes that “Pond banks without vegetation are less attractive to birds and will decrease the efficiency 
of wading bird feeding.”

 Many Nature Watchers commented on the positive experience of watching Rivendell’s wildlife and how much it meant to 
live in such beautiful natural surroundings.  Enjoy these photos of wildlife species that were sighted during this week along 
with residents’ comments.  All of the Nature Watchers said they want to participate in next spring’s Wildlife Week! Thanks 
again to all! 

 Photos by Bob Frank. 

 

Wildlife Window: Egrets 
Beautiful Great White Egrets are Common in Rivendell. 

By the Rivendell Ponds & Preserves Committee 
 

December conjures up images of snowy winters and holidays. Many of us moved here to avoid winters, 
but we can all enjoy the Great White Egrets, with their snow-colored white plumage, that frequent 
Rivendell ponds. Keeping our ponds healthy attracts these beautiful birds. Plus, there are other Egret 
species in Florida, including the Cattle Egret and the Snowy Egret, although not likely seen in Rivendell.   
 
Similar to Herons, Egrets are members of a small family of birds known as the Ardeidae. These 
“waterbirds” (fresh and salt water) are long-legged, long-necked and generally long-billed birds. Let’s 
learn more about the different Egrets, along with an Egret look-alike that’s really a Heron. (Spoiler alert.)  
 

Great White Egret (Ardea alba) 
Great White Egrets are tall, long-legged 
wading birds with long, S-curved necks 
and long, dagger-like bills. In flight, the 
long neck is tucked in, legs extend far 
beyond the tip of the short tail. 
Size & Color: Large, about 37-40” long, 
a wingspan of 50-57” (smaller than 
Great Blue Herons, larger than Snowy 
Egrets). These waterbirds have white feathers, and their long bills 
are yellowish-orange, with black legs.  

Feeding & Habitat:  Great White Egrets are carnivores and wade in shallow water to hunt fish, frogs, 
and other small aquatic animals. They typically stand still and watch for unsuspecting prey to pass by. 
Then, with startling speed, egrets strike with a jab of their long neck and bill, capturing their prey. 

Cattle Egret (Bubulcus ibis) 
Size & Color:  The short, thick-necked, stocky Cattle Egret spends most 
of its time in fields. This medium-sized egret has a short yellow bill and 
yellow legs. It is often seen perched with its thick neck tucked in.  
Feeding & Habitat:  Cattle Egrets are tropical, found in agricultural 
areas near wetlands. They forage at the feet of grazing cattle, heads 
bobbing with each step, or ride on cattle backs to pick at ticks. 

Snowy Egret (Egretta thula) 
Size & Color: The medium-sized, slender Snowy Egret sets off 
immaculate white plumage with black legs and brilliant yellow feet. 
Feeding & Habitat:  Snowy Egrets are found by the coast, especially 
in places with mudflats and tidal wetlands. They eat mostly aquatic 
animals, including fish, frogs, worms, crustaceans, and insects. They 
use their bright yellow feet to paddle in the water or probe in the mud, 
rounding up prey before striking with its bill.            

Little Blue Heron (Egretta caerulea)                       

• Juvenile Little Blue Herons are often mistaken for Snowy Egrets, which 
have an all-black bill and black legs compared with the grayish bill and 
greenish-yellow legs of Little Blues. By contrast, Snowy Egrets lack the 
vague dusky primary-feather tips of juvenile Little Blues. 

Feeding & Habitat:  The Little Blue Heron is a patient stalker, with a 
distinctive posture – it walks with its neck stretched awkwardly up and 
forward, while the bill is pointed down at the water. Little Blues can 
often be seen quietly working the grassy edges of a pond - while 
numbers of Snowy Egrets forage together in the more open water.	
(Bob Frank photos) 
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These Bird Walkers enjoyed an Audubon guided Bird Walk 
as the grand finale of Wildlife Week. Special thanks to Alena 
Capek, Venice Audubon Society, who led this enthusiastic 
team of “Birders.”

The Wood Stork is currently on the Federal “threatened” list. 
Rivendell is fortunate to have so many visit our area. Over 
100 sightings were reported. 

The stealthy Bobcat is a special sighting anytime in Rivendell, 
and was seen right on cue during Wildlife Week. 

Spotted on the Bird Walk was this gorgeous Great Egret. 

The beautiful Gulf Fritillary butterfly is attracted to Rivendell 
with all of our native butterfly-friendly plants. 

Rivendell’s hometown is Osprey – and our namesake, the 
Osprey, reminds us of the importance of protecting our ponds 
and preserves for all of our wonderful wildlife friends.  
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“Nature Watcher” Residents’ Comments

• John Greco told us, “After spending a week really being mindful of all the creatures that pass through or reside here, I 
realize that the entirety of Rivendell is a nature preserve.”

• “Thank you for the opportunity to learn more about the wonderful creatures with whom we share an amazing neighbor-
hood,” Patti Bunce said.

• Edith Norby expressed, “I liked that this exercise made me more than usual aware of who is sharing our beautiful nature 
with us.”

• From Lori Appel, “I feel very fortunate to live amongst such amazing wildlife. I would definitely do this in the spring.”

• “Our observations were a continuation of our appreciation of the Rivendell environment,” mentioned David & Diane 
Tomer.

• Board President, Larry Dobias said, “We are constantly walking through the community and observing nature and all it 
has to offer. The Wildlife Week, however, puts it in perspective because counting the numbers and variety of birds and 
animals provides a fantastic picture of how lucky we are in Rivendell.”

• Larry’s wife, Nancy added, “We enjoy watching the wildlife, I love taking their pictures, and we're both interested 
in how the wildlife are benefiting from our LMZ and all the many pond plantings.  Several of the pictures that I 
took show that the wildlife LOVE those shoreline plantings since that seems to be where the best food is being 
‘served.’"  

• “I typically take my morning coffee in the lanai facing the lake so every day I witness the comings and goings of 
various creatures.  Right now there is a white ibis, the pond’s resident anhinga and two wood storks all within 
20’ of one another. They all seem to get along,” Rich Hehemeyer said. “Sure count me in for the spring.” 

• “The wildlife count was fun and made me try to learn a bit more,” Doris Hurban said. “Yes, we'd do it again!”  

• Cathy Vernon commented, “Very enjoyable to focus more closely for a week on the beautiful natural world all around 
us in Rivendell. As a result, I now find myself instinctively looking up to try and identify anything flying overhead, even 
though the counting week is over.”

• “I enjoyed noticing the wildlife and trying to get pictures. I enjoyed this so much that I downloaded an app called iNatu-
ralist so I can try to identify the wildlife I photograph with my cell phone.” Tim Childers said. “I will definitely volunteer 
for next time.”

• Kevin Boggess told us, “I would be happy to participate again in the spring. This was a great excuse to sit outside and 
appreciate the ponds and preserves we are lucky enough to have just outside our homes.”

The Rivendell Community Web Site is 
available at

WWW.RIVENDELLCOMMUNITY.COM
Please contact Lighthouse Property 

Management for the password to the 
RESIDENTS / INFORMATION section.



Architectural Review Committee Report 
Meeting Tues Nov 30, 2021 - 4:30PM 

Meeting called to order 4:30  PM Adjourned: 5:30 

Meeting held via Online Conference call. 

Quorum present:  Greg Warner,Jim Duncan, Joe Casale,  Rich Bunce, Maria Ilioff & Joe Zwerling 

Board Member: Greg Volack 

Additional Meeting 12/2/21 @ 3:30 PM for 45 mins all present except Maria Ilioff 
	

        
 

Request	
	

Address	 Assign	 Second	 Status	

        

1	
Hurricane	Window	&	
Front	Door	 Nelson	 748	 Fordingbridge	 Joe	Z	 GV	

Approved	-	Grids	in	
Front	Window	

2	
Replace	palm	with	
Malayan	Coconut	Palm	 Heymeyer	 1065	 Mallard	Marsh	 Maria	 Rich	

Approved	

3	
Repaint	-	Sherwin	
Williams	 Lorie	 1084	 Mallard	Marsh	 Maria	 GW	

Approved	

4	 Remove	Palm	Tree	 Elman	 1163	 Mallard	Marsh	 Maria	 GV	

Hold/Completed	
without	ARC	

Approval	

5	
Pave	Backyard	-	9'	by	
18'	 Spaulding	 498	

Meadow	Sweet	
Circle	 Rich	 GV	

Approve	

6	 Roof	 Pata	 504	
Meadow	Sweet	
Circle	 Joe	C	 Gw	

Approve	

7	
Paint	House	-	Benjamin	
Moore	 Paul	 525	

Meadow	Sweet	
Circle	 Joe	C	 GW	

Approve	

8	 Landscaping	 Paul	 525	
Meadow	Sweet	
Circle	 Joe	C	 Rich	

Approve	

9	
Paint	House	-	Benjamin	
Moore	 Hearn	 567	

Meadow	Sweet	
Circle	 Joe	C	 GW	

Approve	

10	 Remove	Trees	 Perkowski	 1341	 New	Forest	 Jim	 GW	

Approved	with	
stumps	grounded	

11	 Tesla	Solar	Tile	Roof	 Meyer	 1026	 Oak	Preserve	 Rich	 GW	
Approved	

12	
Removal	of	2	dead	
palms	 Kessous	 1034	 Oak	Preserve	 Jim	 Rich	

Approved	

13	
Trellis	Side	of	House	-	
Foothill	 Nguyen	 804	 Placid	Lake	 GW	 Rich	

Denied	=	No	Standing	
Structure	permitted	-	
May	appeal	to	Board	

14	
Install	Paver	7"	by	20'	
Parking	 Cascio	 966	 Scherer	Way	 Rich	 GV	

No	-	Owner	may	
appeal	to	the	Board	

15	 Roof	 Vidmar	 718	 Shadow	Bay	Way	 GW	 Rich	
Hold	-	need	to	see	

design	
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Rivendell Community Contacts 

 Committees 
Block Captain Committee 
Chair: Rachel North Zipay (mobilerach@verizon.net)	
     Board Liaison: George Smith 
   
CERT Committee 
Chair:  Paul Englert (paule253@hotmail.com) 
    Board Liaison: Cathy Daignault  
    Members:  Need Volunteers.  Please contact Paul 
    if interested. 
 

Communication Committee  
Chair:  Kristine Nickel (kristine@nickelcommunications.com) 
    Board Liaison: Larry Dobias 
    Newsletter: Kristine Nickel, Nancy Giordano, Barbara        
Gahry  
    Directory: Christopher Smith and Kristine Nickel 
    Webmaster: Gary Mruz   
    At large: Marylin and Jim May 
 
Architectural Review Committee (ARC) 
Chair:  Greg Warner 

Board Liaison: Greg Volack 
Questions or Submissions: rivendell@mgmt.tv   

    Members: Joe Casale, Rich Bunce, Maria Ilioff, Joe 
Zwerling, Jim Duncan 
     
Fine Administrat ion Committee (FAC) 
Chair:  Robert Thierfelder (rcthierfelder@gmail.com) 

     Board Liaison: George Smith
    Members: Ken Alerie, Bill Bloom, Mary Kennedy 
 
Maintenance Committee (MC) 
Chair: Chuck Pert i le (noplans12@gmail.com) 
    Board Liaison: Greg Volack (gregvolack@gmail.com) 

Members: Carole Myles, Mark Giordano, Dave Cook, Kevin  
Humbert 
           
Ponds & Preserves Committee 
Chair: Bob Frank (frank@ohio.edu) 
    Board Liaison: Larry Dobias 

Members: Dave Gill, Ken Heckert, Tom Hurban, 
Sue Remy, Norma Lee Rhines, Allie Sandow,  
Melle Lee Warren 

 
Social Committee 
Chair:  Carolyn Kenney (kenneycsrq@gmail.com) 
     Board Liaison:  George Smith
     Members: Kristen Ellison, Kathy Halaiko,   
     Maria Ilioff, Deb Jones, Adele Kellman,  
     Kathy Lysak, Lenora McComas, Karen Price,  
     Melle Lee Warren      
      

Rivendell Board of Directors 
 

Larry Dobias, President,  dobiasle@gmail.com
 
Greg Volack, Vice President, gregvolack@gmail.com 
 
Cathy Daignault ,  Treasurer, catdaignault@yahoo.com 
 
George Smith, Secretary, georgeandnadia@gmail.com 
 
John Fitzgibbon, Director john.fitz48@gmail.com , 
 
 

Sub-Association Boards of Directors 
 

The Cottages: Marilee Casale, President , 
(marileecasale@gmail.com); John Martin, 1st Vice President, 
(4johmartin@gmail.com);  Carole Myles, 2nd Vice President, 
Bob Metelko, Treasurer (bob@csdsinc.net); Kathi Webber, 

.Secretary, (kathi.travel@gmail.com)  
 
Patio Homes: Bob Thierfelder, President; Dan Tavares, 
Secretary; Randy Price, Treasurer. 
 
The Vil las: Sherry Sholt is, President; Merdeith Pike, 
Vice President and Secretary; Barbara Loe, Treasurer. 
 

Lighthouse Property Management: 
941-460-5560 Ext. 225 
Property Manager:  Steven DeHart 
(SteveDeHart@mgmt.tv) 
  

Rivendell Website 
www.rivendellcommunity.com 
Contact Lighthouse Management for password to RESIDENTS 
section. 

Woodlands Word Deadline:  
Submit articles and information to Kristine Nickel 

(krist ine@nickelcommunications.com) 
by the tenth of the month. 

 
    Updates to the Contacts Page: 
Kristine Nickel (krist ine@nickelcommunications.com) 

Nuisance All igator 
Call Florida Fish & Wildlife - SNAP 866-392-4286 

Do Not Call Lighthouse Property Management 
 

Sarasota County Sheriff  
Non-emergency Number: 941-316-1201 

Please use this number for non-emergencies 
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