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Recent Update
From RCA Board of Directors

 The new Board elected in February 2021 has decided 
to discontinue the dedicated CAM approach to community 
management and use the Portfolio CAM model that had 
been used by Rivendell in past years. To make the Portfolio 
CAM more responsive to community needs, the agreement 
with Lighthouse was reviewed and now includes a list 
of the responsibilities for the CAM. This agreement is a 
work in progress that will be refined in the months ahead 
to ensure that expectations and performance targets are 
being met. In addition to better service, the change in the 
business model reduces the community expenses by more 
than $30,000 annually.
 The new CAM responsible for Rivendell is Crystal Mie-
row who comes to us with years of experience in property 
management. Crystal started taking care of Rivendell on 
March 1 and is already establishing a reputation for her 
organizational skills and the ability to get things done effi-
ciently. The Board is glad to welcome Crystal as part of the 
management team and anticipates that all of Rivendell will 
be happy with her ability to manage our property. You can 
reach Crystal at 941-460-5560 ext. 225 or CrystalMierow@
mgmt.tv.

RIVENDELL HOMEOWNERS 
ASSOCIATION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
HELD ON WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 10, 2021

AT 6:00 PM VIA ZOOM
CALL TO ORDER: The meeting called to order by President 
Larry Dobias at 6:00 PM.
PROOF OF NOTICE: Notice of the Board of Directors was 
emailed to each board member and posted on the property in 
accordance with the requirements of the Association Documents 
and Florida State Statute 720.
QUORUM:  A quorum was established via teleconference call 
with all Board Members present:
Larry Dobias, Cathy Daignault, George Leo Smith, Greg 
Volack & John Fitzgibbon.
Motion 21-4 President Larry Dobias moved to approve Decem-
ber 2, 2020 and January 6, 2021 minutes seconded by Cathy 
Daignault. Motion carried. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT By: (Larry Dobias) 
President Dobias expressed thanks to those who had previously 
volunteered to serve the community in various capacities.  He 
welcomed all the new board of directors and assured owners; 
this board looks forward to serving Rivendell Association to the 
best of their ability.

Treasurer’s Report: (Cathy Daignault) 
We have received a copy of Rivendell Community Association’s 
(RCA) January financial statements. The statements show the 
association with about $571 thousand in assets (not counting 
capital assets).  These assets consist of $321 thousand in op-
erations and $250 thousand in reserves. 
Accounts Receivable:  Our accounts receivables have in-
creased from the December balance of $3,395 to $20,069. Thirty 
late notices have been sent out as of January 31, 2021.  
Operations:  Through the end of January our expenses are 
underbudget by around $6,500. We are once again underbudget 
in grounds maintenance as well as maintenance.
Reserves:  We had payments from our reserve accounts in 
January 2021 for the final payments on our painting projects for 
the pool building, fence, and the gazebo in the amount of $5,050 
which were completed in January. 
Manager’s Report – Kathambi Jones reported the projects that 
were scheduled for painting of the pool house and the Gazebo 

Welcome Crystal! 
By Kristine Nickel

 I caught up with Crystal as she 
was inspecting the community pool 
on her second week of Rivendell 
responsibility. A rapport was quickly 
established as she filled me in 
on her professional experience. 
Crystal began working in property 
management in 2002.  First up was 
leasing apartments, which led her 
to obtain her real estate license.  
Her focus was on HOA manage-
ment, mostly “portfolio manage-

ment” of around 8-14 properties at one time.  “I did a year 
of condo management of a commercial building,” she said.  
“It was worse than having a dozen properties — incredible 
learning experience but very stressful. Last January I began 
with Lighthouse”

mailto:Serena@mgmt.tv
mailto:Serena@mgmt.tv
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had been completed, residents have access to enjoy the 
pool and the playground.  She requested anyone who 
needed the access code to the pool to email her the signed 
waiver and a copy of their driver’s license, this would save 
time. All ARC requests must be received by lighthouse by 
the 15th of every month to allow the committee enough time 
to physically inspect each property on the list.  She thanked 
all the owners who have responded to the violation notices 
sent out earlier in the year.  

Committee Reports:
ARC Report: Kathambi Jones 
There were 6 ARC requests in January. They had all been 
approved. 
Landscaping Committee:  Chuck Pertile. 
Chuck reported that the trimming of the 47 palm trees 
starting at the intersection of Rivendell and Golden Pond 
and the overhanging oak tree branches along Rivendell, 
Rainbow and elsewhere within the community had been 
completed.  There were some heavy bushes close to the 
some preserves which would be trimmed later.
Pool Committee: Cathy Daignault
She thanked residents for continuing to follow the CDC 
guidelines as they continue to enjoy swimming in the pool.  
Cathy reported she had received over 90 signed pool waiv-
ers which was a very good response on the owners’ part.

Communications Committee:  Kristine Nickel
Social Committee:  None
CERT Committee:   None
Ponds & Preserves Committee: Bob Frank
 Wildfire mitigation mowing by Florida Forest Department 
will start this coming week.  The mowed area is, for the 
most part, along the border with Oscar Scherer Park.  We 
have received a START pond restoration grant for $1,000 
to install aquatic plants along the edge of our ponds.   
 We have an opportunity to obtain another grant for $4,000 
for pond plantings from the Sarasota Bay Partners Grant 
program. These funds could be used to supplement Riven-
dell expenses for pond plantings in 2021. The proposal 
must come together in the next 10 days as the deadline 
is March 1. Some matching funds from Rivendell will be 
needed for a strong proposal, and a letter of support and 
commitment from the Board will be needed as well. The 
Board voted unanimously to move forward with a grant 
application.   
 A 2021 Sarasota County Neighborhood program grant for 
up to $10,000 should be announced soon.  Pond plantings 
is an allowable project for this program as well.   
 Thanks to Frank Freestone, Sue Remy, Ken Heckert, 
Dave Gill, Tom Hurban, Maggie Christie, Melle Lee and 
Charlie Warren for recent contributions to the P&P commit-
tee.  Their efforts are very much appreciated!!   
Old Business
New Business

Motion 21-5  Larry Dobias moved to approve the associ-
ation using a portfolio manager vs. an onsite manager.  
Motion seconded by Greg Volack; all in favor, motion 
carried. A meeting shall be scheduled with Lighthouse 
Management in the coming days to pursue the options.

Motion 21-6  Larry Dobias moved to ratify the cost of 
the gopher tortoise survey required before the Florida 
Forestry Service cuts fire breaks along Oscar Scherer 
boundary at a cost of $1,547. Greg Volack seconded; 
all in favor, motion carried.

Motion 21-7  Greg Volack moved to approve $6000 for the 
remediation project on the Rivendell bridge to be paid 
from the Reserves.  Cathy Daignault seconded, all in 
favor, motion carried.

Motion – Greg Volack moved to approve the proposal from 
Greentopps for work to done in phase one (1) in the 
amount of $7,200 and phase two (2) in the amount of 
$5,600. Cathy Daignault seconded, all in favor, motion 
carried.

Motion 21-8 Greg Volack moved to approve plantings 
along the southern fence of the lift station at the Park 
Trace entrance not to exceed $600.  John Fitzgibbon 
seconded, all in favor, motion carried.

Motion 21-9 Greg Volack moved to approve a budget of 
$700 maximum for an accent light on the Ficus tree in 
the cottages circle area. Larry Dobias seconded, all in 
favor motion carried.

Motion 21-10  Larry Dobias moved to approve the presence 
of two (2) board members when there is contact with 
the association’s attorney.  John Fitzgibbon seconded, 
all in favor, motion carried. 

Discussion of a budget for repairs and small projects under 
the Maintenance Committee was tabled for a later date.

The board appointed Larry Dobias, Cathy Daignault & 
Grey Volack to be the financial instruments for Rivendell 
Credit Cards and Check Signers.

The discussion on how to address the LMZ noncompliance, 
depending on the violation shall be addressed on case-
by-case basis.

Cathy Daignault shall contact the right professional on 
updating the reserve study and advise the board.

With no further matters before this board, the meeting 
adjourned.           

Meeting Adjourned at 7:45 PM

Next Meeting: March 10, 2021 6:00 P. M.

Submitted By: Kathambi Jones 
Association Manager 
For: Rivendell Board of Directors
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Rivendell Calendar of Events – April 2021
Due to Covid-19, many events and activities have been canceled for the month of April.  Most groups are meeting virtually 
via Zoom.  Occasionally there may be additional board-related meetings that may also be scheduled. For the most up-to-
date information check the Rivendell website at www.rivendellcommunity.com 

April 14…Board of Directors Meeting is scheduled for 6:00 pm.  The meeting will be held via Zoom.  Instructions to participate 
will be provided closer to the meeting date.

April 1 and 15…Bridge Group meets the first and third Thursday of the month.  Contact Barbara Loe at 651-398-2256 for 
more information.

April 8… Watercolor in the Woodlands is held the second Thursday of each month via zoom from 1:00 – 3:00 pm.  All expe-
rience levels welcome.  Contact Maria Ilioff at 607-427-4192 or milioff85@gmail.com for more information.

April 8…Communications Committee meets the second Thursday of the month at 7:00 pm.  The meeting will be held via 
Zoom.  For more information contact Kristine Nickel at 941-918-0016 or kristinenickel@comcast.net  

April 12…Rivendell Book Club will meet via Zoom at 7:15 pm.  Details to be provided closer to the meeting date.  The book 
under discussion is The Giver of Stars, by Jojo Moyes. Contact Adele Kellman at adele.kellman@gmail.com or 908-464-
7003 for more information.

April 20…Rivendell Book Club II will meet via Zoom at 7:00 pm. The book under discussion is Caveat Emptor: The Secret Life 
of an American Art Forger, by Ken Perenyi. Contact Maria Ilioff at 607-427-4192 or milioff85@gmail.com for more information.

April 20…Maintenance Committee (MC) meets the third Tuesday of the month at 7:00 pm.  The meeting will be held via 
Zoom.  For more information contact Chuck Pertile at noplans12@gmail.com or 847-337-3710.

April 22…Rivendell Euchre Group plays Thursday night at 7:00 pm. For now the group will play online using the Trickster 
App, which has audio and video capabilities.  For more information or sign on instructions contact Mike and Annie Francis 
at 585-749-0430.  All are welcome!

April 27…Architectural Review Committee (ARC) meets the last Tuesday of the month at 4:30 pm. The meeting will be held 
via Zoom. For more information contact Greg Warner at 941-504-1710 or greg1790@gmail.com 

Social Committee is canceled for April. Contact Carolyn Kenney at kenneycsrq@gmail.com for more information.

Mix and Mingle Social at the Rivendell Community Pool has been put on hold. Contact Kathy Halaiko at halaiko@yahoo.
com for more information.

Dine In and Dine Out Groups are canceled for April. For more information contact Kristin Ellison at kristinellison1@gmail.com 

To make additions or corrections to the Calendar of Events, please contact Lesley Sterling at 703-919-0744 or lesley.ster-
ling@yahoo.com 

http://www.rivendellcommunity.com
mailto:milioff85@gmail.com
mailto:kristinenickel@comcast.net
mailto:adele.kellman@gmail.com
mailto:milioff85@gmail.com
mailto:noplans12@gmail.com
mailto:greg1790@gmail.com
mailto:kenneycsrq@gmail.com
mailto:halaiko@yahoo.com
mailto:halaiko@yahoo.com
mailto:kristinellison1@gmail.com
mailto:lesley.sterling@yahoo.com
mailto:lesley.sterling@yahoo.com
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Q. Crystal, would you articulate the difference between a 
“portfolio” and a “dedicated” manager for our readers?

A.  A portfolio manager will have a number of communities, 
rather than a one-on-one relationship. As part of my portfolio, 
I’ll have a monthly drive-thru as well as managing all of com-
pliance for the Board. Rivendell has many committees and 
volunteers. The manager does not have to be as “hands-on” 
with that kind of community commitment. And, I can leave 
that for the Board to manage.  
 Essentially for the 20 years I’ve been in real estate I’ve 
developed a diverse background in all aspects of property 
management— roofs, ponds, tree management, — all kinds 
of vendors.  That will come into play with our relationship, too.

Q. How will you approach your monthly drive-through.  

A. I did my first last week. I took the violations report, so I 
concentrated on looking at those properties in order to close 
those reports.  I wanted a clean slate.  Of the ones that are still 
open, I will reopen a new violation and then we’ll take it from 
there. The process of sending letters and following up with 
calls needs to be handled by a fines committee. In the past, 
people got letters from the CAM and then they were rarely 
followed-up on.  My objective is to have the Board assemble 
a fines committee and approach people fresh.  People need 

to know that the violations will be addressed. I think that you 
need to have more pressure than the CAM can deliver, es-
pecially if there is more history involved. These things have 
to be done in a fair way.
 I also familiarized myself with the layout of the community. 
Using an aerial map, I got a great visual picture of the ponds 
and preserves.  I have an associate’s degree in travel and 
tourism and that’s where the map thing comes into play.  I 
love the lay-out of Rivendell.

Q. What intrigues you about our community?

The diversity of Rivendell. It’s interesting that you have several 
mini communities within the development.  All of the ponds 
and preserves are beautiful.  And as long as you have the 
people to volunteer, its outstanding. I really look forward to 
moving things forward.

Q. What else would you like to tell us about you?

In my leisure time, I like to write. It was “my thing” in high 
school and remains a good outlet of creativity.  I have two 
daughters in their twenties.  My younger daughter is pursu-
ing an interest in law, especially in indigenous law.  My older 
daughter has recently finished her masters degree.  And, I love 
that Rivendell is a doggie haven, cause I love my dog, too.

(Welcome Crystal continued from Pg. 1)
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 Spring has sprung in Rivendell… the best time to enjoy 
Sandhill Cranes and their Colts strolling around our commu-
nity. These long-legged, long-necked, gray, heron-like birds 
(Grus canadensis) have a distinctive patch of bald, red skin 
on top of their head. Males and females look identical. They 
can reach a height of 47 inches with a wingspan of 6-7 feet. 
Cranes fly with necks outstretched like geese (whereas herons 
fly with necks tucked in on their backs).  
 A distinguishing feature of the Florida Sandhill Crane is 
its call, described as the “call of the wild”, with a bugling or 
trumpeting sound. You have probably heard this unique call, 
which can be heard several miles away. They are omnivorous, 
feeding on seeds, grain, berries, insects, earthworms, mice, 
small birds, snakes, lizards, frogs, crayfish, but do not “fish” 
like herons.  
 Sandhill Cranes breed with only one mate. Experiencing 
their courtship “dance”, which features jumping, running, 
and wing flapping is a wildlife treat. They are a non-migratory 
species that are often seen in very small groups or pairs. They 
nest in freshwater ponds and marshes and inhabit freshwater 
marshes, prairies, and pastures.  Females lay two eggs that 
incubate for 32 days. The offspring – called “Colts”- will begin 
traveling from the nest with their parents just 24-hours after 
hatching.  At ten months old juveniles are able to leave their 
parents. While a Crane family is beautiful to see strolling to-
gether, they are very protective of their young Colts and each 
other – so don’t get too close as they can be aggressive. 

WILDLIFE WINDOW: SANDHILL CRANE
Sandhill Cranes with their Colts – it must be Springtime.

Photo-story by the P&P Committee

 FUN FACT:  Why are Sandhill Crane young called “Colts?” 
People are surprised the baby crane designation is the same 
as a horse. With their long legs, Sandhill Crane colts are able 
to get up and leave the nest within hours of being born - similar 
in concept to horse colts. Colts are a bright orange color for 
the first couple of weeks after they hatch. They are a delight 
to see with their little fuzzy bodies and very long legs.
 Protect their Habitats.  Sandhill Crane populations are 
being threatened by degradation, habitat loss, and overhunt-
ing. Watch out for these big birds when driving around town 
– because they enjoy walking, their gray color can be hard 
to see in the shadows by the road. Let’s keep our ponds and 
preserves healthy and attractive for these wonderful Sandhill 
Cranes and other wildlife friends. We can enjoy their beauty 
and enhance our quality of life, plus keep our property values 
strong. We remind you to view the amazing P&P Wildlife Photo 
Gallery at www.rivendellcommunity.com/ponds. 

This magnificent Sandhill Crane lovingly 
protects two eggs before they hatch.

(Photo by Bob Frank.) 

A Sandhill Crane feeding her new Colt, 
which can walk within hours of being born. 

(Photo by Sheila Pies.) 

Sandhill Crane Mama watches over her new Colts, 
who will stay with their parents for about 10 months. 

(Photo by Sheila Pies.)

http://www.rivendellcommunity.com/ponds
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Join 634 of your fellow 
Rivendell Residents on the NEXTDOOR 

social network www.nextdoor.com 
Are you seeking a service 
provider recommendation? 

Do you have an item to sell? 
Do you have any questions about 

Rivendell or other topics 
residents can help with? 

Nextdoor is the world’s largest 
social network for the neighborhood. 

Nextdoor enables truly local 
conversations that empower neighbors 

to build stronger and safer communities.

The Rivendell Community Web Site 
is available at

WWW.RIVENDELLCOMMUNITY.COM
Please contact Lighthouse Property 

Management for the password to the 
RESIDENTS / INFORMATION section.

www.nextdoor.com
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Rivendell’s Natural Shorelines – Exciting Progress
Our Changing Shorelines Help Control Erosion and Runoff

By the Ponds & Preserves Committee
Stroll around Rivendell and take note of our changing pond 
shorelines as they continue to evolve and control erosion. 
Rivendell Natural Shorelines are now around all ponds in our 
community. The community standard is a trimmed 3-foot LMZ 
(low-maintenance, no-mow zone) around all ponds, along with 
shoreline aquatic plants.  
 Our HOA (RCA), own and have title to our ponds that are 
managed in compliance with Sarasota County and Southwest 
Florida Water Management District as part of our stormwater 
system. Erosion damage has been visible on most ponds, so 
there was urgency associated with getting it under control. 
Based on respected evidence, these shoreline changes im-
prove the health of our ponds, enhance wildlife habitat, help 
control erosion, and reduce the need for costly engineered 
remediation (dredging and shoreline rebuilding).
 LMZs (low-maintenance, no-mow zones) and aquatic plants 
work together to create our “Rivendell Natural Shorelines.” 
Started in 2019, LMZs are now installed on all our ponds to 
control erosion by stabilizing the banks, keeping soil in place, 
and absorbing excess nutrients and runoff. Native aquatic 
plants with deep roots – Pickerelweed, Duck Potato, & Spike 

Rush - are planted on ponds visible from streets and will be 
installed on all other ponds over the next few years. Plant clus-
ters have already started to spread along the shorelines and 
will continue to do so. Together, LMZs and aquatic plants are 
an effective treatment to control erosion, filter out pollutants, 
and provide habitat for fish, birds and other wildlife – keeping 
nature in balance.  
 How You Can Help. Please follow County guidelines for 
responsible fertilizer and irrigation practices. Do not apply 
fertilizer from June 1 to Sept. 30. Irrigate your lawn on your 
assigned day, and only if needed. Reduce water usage where 
possible. Keep our wildlife wild – never feed, harm or approach 
any wildlife.  
 Your Actions Make a Difference – and are Being Recog-
nized!  Rivendell is being recognized by the County and other 
communities as a leader in protecting our watershed resourc-
es. Be proud of our community and help keep it vibrant and 
strong for our wildlife friends and each other. Healthier ponds 
and preserves attract more buyers to our community, increase 
our quality of life, and keep property values strong. Click to 
read more about our County recognition: NEST-Rivendell 

Our “Rivendell Natural Shoreline” at Egret Pond.  
LMZs and aquatic plants work together to control erosion and excess runoff.

Healthy ponds attract beautiful wildlife – 
like these magnificent Herons. (Bob Frank photo)

Native Pickerelweed has
 deep roots to absorb runoff 
and stabilize the shoreline. 

(PS Remy photo)

https://www.sarasota.wateratlas.usf.edu/nest/#featured-projects
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Kudos to our Landscape Team!
From the Cottages Board

 We owe a debt of gratitude to our Cottages Landscape Team, Carole Myles 
and Dorie Bourke, for the long hours they spent overseeing Brown’s Tree 
Service crews this month. This is an annual event that requires inventorying 
all the large oaks and palm trees throughout the Circle, choosing which ones 
need trimming with our Landscape experts, and then ensuring the crews 
complete the task according to the plans. Their dedication and hard work 
are very much appreciated by all of our residents. Our community benefits 
from the beautiful ambiance of the Circle and we are most grateful for Carole 
and Dorie’s efforts.

The Cottages’ Annual 
Meeting and BOD Election

By Marilee Casale
The Cottages’ 2021 Annual Homeowners 
Meeting and Board of Directors Election took 
place on Thursday, February 18th via a Zoom 
conference call. Nineteen residents partici-
pated in the meeting led by Deb Holton-Smith.   
 
Election Results:  Kathi Webber and Carole 
Myles were elected for two-year terms. 
 
Resolutions Passed:  Reserve Fund Trans-
fers & Excess Funds Rollover

Homeowner Comments: Homeowners dis-
cussed trash and recycling bins not being 
stored inside garages or kept out of sight 
from the street or neighbor’s view, and over-
night parking on the street without a Parking 
Permit. John Martin reminded owners of our 
covenants pertaining to these violations and 
promised follow-up by the Board. Another 
discussion centered around streamlining the 
annual election process. The Board agreed 
the process could be improved and will make 
this a priority for next year’s election.
 
After adjournment of the Annual meet-
ing,  the new Board met  v ia  Zoom 
and agreed to the following positions: 
 
Marilee Casale - President
John Martin - 1st Vice President
Carole Myles - 2nd Vice President
Bob Metelko - Treasurer
Kathi Webber - Secretary

The Board thanked John Martin for his lead-
ership and dedication to serving on the Board 
and the care and attention he’s given to our 
community over the past four years. He will 
continue on the Board serving as the liaison 
for Architectural Review and Compliance 
matters.

The Cottages Clubhouse 
decorated for St. Patrick’s Day! 

From the Cottages Board
 Even though the party is canceled, some wonderful MSC “Gnomes” made 
it their job to decorate our clubhouse for St. Patrick’s Day. A heartfelt thank 
you to Debbie Craddock, Dorie Bourke, and Carole Myles. Your hard work 
has us feeling all “Erin go Bragh”! 
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LMZs Installed on All 
Rivendell Pond Shorelines.

Your Actions Make a Difference!
 Thank you for your continued support as we install LMZs 
and aquatic plants to protect our ponds and watershed re-
sources from erosion. The RCA Board issued a 2020 Standing 
Rule to install 3-foot Low-Maintenance Zones (LMZs) around 
all pond shorelines. All LMZs are installed on communi-
ty-owned common ground.  Native aquatic vegetation is being 
planted over time on all ponds as well. Residents should not 
make any changes to LMZs or plantings being managed by 
the community contractors. This action is enforceable and 
helps keep our stormwater system and ponds healthy and 
in compliance.  
 LMZs and plants work together to reduce erosion and nu-
trient runoff. Healthier ponds attract more wildlife, improve 
our quality of life, and keep property values strong. These 
3-foot LMZs are being maintained and trimmed regularly to 
8-12” by the community landscaper. Shorelines bordering 
preserves, previously mowed to the edge, will have mowed 
paths at the tops of banks, while the slopes will be allowed 
to grow naturally.  

For more information: Woodlands Word article – Aug 2020: 
Our Pond Shorelines Have Changed

Book Group II
 Isn’t it wonderful that we have two book clubs in our Riven-
dell Community! This group meets the third Tuesday of the 
month at 7pm, via Zoom (the next best thing to being there). 
 April’s book is Caveat Emptor: The Secret Life of an 
American Art Forger by Ken Perenyl.

 “The true story of America’s great-
est art forger!. Ten years ago, an FBI 
investigation was about to expose a 
scandal in the art world that would 
have been front-page news in New 
York and London. After a trail of fake 
paintings of astonishing quality led 
federal agents to art dealers, renowned 
experts, and the major auction houses, 
the investigation inexplicably ended, 
despite an abundance of evidence 
collected. The case was closed and 

the FBI file was marked “exempt from public disclosure”. Now 
that the statute of limitations on these crimes has expired 
and the case appears hermetically sealed shut by the FBI, 
this audiobook, Caveat Emptor, is that artist, Ken Perenyi’s, 
confession. It is the story, in detail, of how he pulled it all off. 
Unlike other forgers, Perenyi produced no paper trail, no fake 
provenance whatsoever; he let the paintings speak for them-
selves. And that they did, routinely mesmerizing the experts 
in mere seconds. By Ken Perenyl”
 If you have any questions about the club, i.e. meeting 
format, book selection, Zoom invitation, etc…please contact 
Maria Ilioff 607-427-4192 or milioff85@gmail.com.

Rivendell Reflections
 Editors Note: This is a new feature in the Woodlands Word. We invite residents to submit photographs, essays, 
poetry or any other artistic endeavor inspired by our Rivendell surroundings to frank@ditwebb.com.

Banyan Tree 
By Nancy Dobias

 With Covid vaccines more readily 
available, and our pool and play-
ground once more open to our 
families and friends, light is not only 
at the end of the tunnel, it’s also 
shining brightly over the Cottage 
Circle. Should you be in the vicinity 
of the blue park bench in the eve-
ning hours, check out Rivendell’s 
latest addition, new lighting on the 
Banyan tree.

https://1302b445-ff55-f02a-f939-529c1f9a0154.filesusr.com/ugd/fdf0a3_0b06a5115d674a6198b94e2b3115f984.pdf
mailto:frank@ditwebb.com
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 Rivendell’s natural preserves are a precious resource both 
for our community and the wildlife that inhabit them. Like 
anything valuable, they need to be protected and maintained. 
Some preserves have accumulated vegetation (fuel) over 
many years creating a wildfire risk (mainly from lightning), 
especially adjacent to Oscar Scherer State Park. An agree-
ment with Sarasota County, requires the HOA to manage 
these preserve areas by taking proactive steps to minimize 
wildfire risk, thereby protecting the preserve and by extension 
the adjacent homes. 
 As you may have seen (or heard), on February 16th, the 
Florida Fire Service brought in specialized equipment – a 
Mulch Mower - to cut needed firebreaks in selected preserve 
and buffer areas. This initial mowing will reduce accumulated 

Wildfire Risk Mitigation Program - Protecting Our Preserves 
By the Ponds & Preserves Committee

vegetation, improve access & reduce fire danger threat. On-
going, Rivendell’s HOA will continue to maintain these areas 
using mechanical equipment to reduce vegetation and wildfire 
risk as required by the agreement with the County. 
 Our community contractors may have to use residents’ 
backyards to gain access without prior notice. Actions in-
clude: removing invasive plants, inspection and correction of 
incursions in preserve and buffer areas, and installing signs 
to mark preserves boundaries. 
 Let’s work together to support and protect our natural pre-
serves. We can enjoy the abundance of wildlife who share 
these habitats, improve our quality of life, and keep property 
values strong. 

A Bald Eagle checks out her nest above the firebreak clearing 
in the pine uplands behind Eagle Lake and Placid Lake.  

(Photo by Nancy Dobias.)
(Reminder: Eagles are federally protected; it’s illegal 

to get within 600 feet of an active nest.)

Mowed firebreaks help protect our preserves 
from wildfire risk, most often from lightning. 

Florida Forest Service’s Mulch-Mower cuts down
 accumulated vegetation to reduce wildfire risk. 

This is one powerful machine!

Supporting this important effort, we thank Mike Keegan, 
FL Fire Service, and Larry Dobias, President,

 Rivendell HOA, P&P Liaison.
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The Magnificent Eleven
Thanks to our Volunteers

Several piles and bags of debris gave 
testimony to the Herculean effort

WestBay will soon be removing the piles of debris. Sarasota 
County has already removed the many bags on trash day. 

Eventually GreenTopps will be summoned to the park to 
deal with the more hard-core elements.

if you happen to walk by the park, you might notice that 
some of the beds have already begun to look better and 

sidewalks are no longer covered in debris.

AND, if you would like to join the merry band of Garden Warriors,  Greg Volack is the man to contact.
 If you appreciate the efforts of Rivendell’s Magnificent Eleven, let them know!

 Recently, our community put out a call for help. Rivendell Park’s 
gardens were a graveyard of dead leaves, broken tree limbs and 
other assorted yard debris. 
 Armed with rakes, loppers, pruners, saws, and lots and lots of 
bags, Board member Greg Volack rounded up his Garden Warriors 
and directed them throughout Rivendell Park. There they sought 
out unruly beds that needed attention. For 2 arduous days, they 
battled weeds, vines and the unruly branches that were threat-
ening to take over the park.
 Many thanks to our volunteers: Greg & Debbie Volack, Chuck 
Pertile, Shirley Fair, Mark Giordano, Pete Daignault, Sue Huff, 
Kevin Humbert, Jim Duncan, Charlie Warren, and Larry Do-
bias.
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Request Address Motion Second Status

1 Lanai Screen Replace 702 Anna Hope Lane Maria Greg W Approved

2 Roof 494 Meadow Sweet Cir Joe C Greg W Approved

3 Roof 533 Meadow Sweet Cir Joe C Greg W Approved

4 Roof 553 Meadow Sweet Cir Joe C Greg W Approved

5 Landscape 562 Meadow Sweet Cir Joe C Greg W Approved

6 Landscape 587 Meadow Sweet Cir Joe C Greg W Hold-Easerment Problem

7
Landscape Remove 2 Lg 
Palms

807 Placid Lake Greg W Maria Approved

8
Replace 2 Windows - W/ 
Hurricaine

832 Placid Lake Greg W Jim Approved

9 Landscaping 850 Placid Lake Greg W Maria Approved

10
Replace Shrubs - Con-
crete Curbing

918 Scherer Way Greg W Maria Hold- has begun

11
Landscape  Rep lace 
Shrubs

1046 Scherer Way Greg W Jim Hold-Need Plant Names

12 New Gutters Front 1046 Scherer Way Greg W Jim Approved Gutters Only

13 Roof 719 Shadow Bay Way Greg W JIm Approved

14 Pavers 808 Shadow Bay Way Jim Greg W Approved

Architectural Review Committee Report
Tuesday February 23, 2021 4:30 PM

Meeting called to order 4:32 PM Adjourned: 5:33  PM 
Meeting held via Online Conference call.
Quorum present:  Greg Warner, Jim Duncan, Joe Casale, Maria Ilioff, Joe Zwerlin, Rich Bunce
Board Member: Greg Volack

Earth Day
April 22

What is Earth Day? 
 Earth Day is an annual event, celebrated on April 22, on which 
day events worldwide are held to demonstrate support for envi-
ronmental protection. It was first celebrated in 1970, and is now 
coordinated globally by the Earth Day Network, and celebrated 
in more than 192 countries each year.
 Earth Day began on April 22, 1970 and has been an important 
day ever since. It’s a day to reflect on our planet, our environment 
and what we can do to help keep them healthy.
 A month later a separate Earth Day was founded by United 
States Senator Gaylord Nelson as an environmental teach-in 
first held on April 22, 1970. Nelson was later awarded the Pres-
idential Medal of Freedom Award in recognition of his work.

Architectural Review Committee Report 
Tuesday Feb 23, 2020 – 4:30 PM 

	

 
Request	 Address	 Motion	 Second	 Status	

	

      1 Lanai Screen Replace 702 Anna Hope Lane Maria Greg W Approved 

2 Roof 494 Meadow Sweet Cir Joe C Greg W Approved 

3 Roof 533 Meadow Sweet Cir Joe C Greg W Approved 

4 Roof 553 Meadow Sweet Cir Joe C Greg W Approved 

5 Landscape 562 Meadow Sweet Cir Joe C Greg W Approved 

6 Landscape 587 Meadow Sweet Cir Joe C Greg W Hold-Easerment Problem 

7 

Landscape Remove 2 

Lg Palms 807 Placid Lake Greg W Maria Approved 

8 

Replace 2 Windows - 

W/ Hurricaine 832 Placid Lake Greg W Jim Approved 

9 Landscaping 850 Placid Lake Greg W Maria Approved 

10 

Replace Shrubs - 

Concrete Curbing 918 Scherer Way Greg W Maria Hold- has begun 

11 

Landscape Replace 

Shrubs 1046 Scherer Way Greg W Jim Hold-Need Plant Names 

12 New Gutters Front 1046 Scherer Way Greg W Jim Approved Gutters Only 

13 Roof 719 Shadow Bay Way Greg W JIm Approved 

14 Pavers 808 Shadow Bay Way Jim Greg W Approved 

 

Meeting called to order 4:32 PM Adjourned: 5:33  PM  

Meeting held via Online Conference call. 

Quorum present:  Greg Warner, Jim Duncan, Joe Casale, Maria Ilioff, Joe Zwerlin, Rich Bunce 

Board Member: Greg Volack 
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Rivendell Community Contacts 

 Committees 
Block Captain Committee 
Chair: OPEN 
     Board Liaison: George Smith 
   
CERT Committee 
Chair:  Paul Englert (paule253@hotmail.com) 
    Board Liaison: Cathy Daignault 
    Members:  Need Volunteers.  Please contact Paul 
    if interested. 
 
 

Communication Committee  
Chair: Kristine Nickel (kristine@nickelcommunications.com) 
    Board Liaison: Larry Dobias 
    Newsletter: Frank Diteljan, Carol Heckert, Lesley Sterling  
    Directory: Kay Mruz 
    Webmaster: Gary Mruz 
 
Architectural Review Committee (ARC) 
Chair: Greg Warner 

Board Liaison: Greg Volack 
Questions or Submissions: rivendell@mgmt.tv   

    Members: Steven Staley, Yelitza Staley, Joe Casale, Rich 
Bunce, Maria Ilioff, Rachel Zipay, Peter Strauss, Jim Duncan 
     
Fine Administration Committee (FAC) 
Chair: Robert Thierfelder (rcthierfelder@gmail.com) 
    Board Liaison: George Smith 
    Members: Ken Alerie, Bill Bloom, Mary Kennedy 
 
Maintenance Committee (MC) 
Chair: Chuck Pertile (noplans12@gmail.com) 
    Board Liaison: Greg Volack (gregvolack@gmail.com) 

Members: Ken Heckert, Carole Miles, Mark Giordano, Dave       
Cook, Kevin Humbert, Dave Gill, Peter Daignault, Charlie 
Warren, Sue Huff, Shirley Fair. 
           
Ponds & Preserves Committee 
Chair: Bob Frank (frank@ohio.edu) 
    Board Liaison: Larry Dobias 

Members: Dave Gill, Ken Heckert, Tom Hurban, 
Edith Norby, Sue Remy, Norma Lee Rhines, Allie 
Sandow, Melle Lee Warren 

 
Social Committee 
Chair:  Carolyn Kenney (kenneycsrq@gmail.com) 
     Board Liaison: George Smith 
     Members: Darragh Briffet, Kristen Ellison, Kathy Halaiko,   
     Sallie Hawkins, Maria Ilioff, Deb Jones, Adele Kellman,  
     Kathy Lysak, Lenora McComas, Karen Price,  
     Melle Lee Warren 
 
Pool Committee 
Chair: Cathy Daignault 
      Board Liaison: Cathy Daignault 
      Barbara Loe, Paul Sarno, Nina Kretz, Lindanell Zwerling,              
Joe Zwerling, Mike Francis, Peter Daignault, Anita Sarno 
 
      
      
 

Rivendell Board of Directors 
 

Larry Dobias, President, dobiasle@gmail.com 
 
Greg Volack, Vice President, gregvolack@gmail.com 
 
Cathy Daignault, Treasurer, catdaignault@yahoo.com 
 
George Smith, Secretary, georgeandnadia@gmail.com 
 
John Fitzgibbon, Director, john.fitz48@gmail.com 
 
 
Sub-Association Boards of Directors 
 

The Cottages: Marilee Casale, President , 
(marileecasale@gmail.com); John Martin, 1st Vice President, 
(4johmartin@gmail.com);  Carole Myles, 2nd Vice President, 
Bob Metelko, Treasurer (bob@csdsinc.net); Kathi Webber, 
Secretary, (kathi.travel@gmail.com). 
 
Patio Homes: Bob Thierfelder, President; Dan Tavares, 
Secretary; Randy Price, Treasurer. 
 
The Villas: Sherry Sholtis, President; Merdeith Pike, Vice 
President and Secretary; Barbara Loe, Treasurer. 
 
Lighthouse Property Management: 
941-460-5560 Ext. 225 
Property Manager:  Crystal Mierow (crystalmierow@mgmt.tv) 
  
Rivendell Website 
www.rivendellcommunity.com 
Contact Lighthouse Management for password to RESIDENTS 
section. 

Woodlands Word Deadline:  
Submit articles and information to Frank Diteljan 

(frank@ditwebb.com) 
by the tenth of the month. 

 
    Updates to the Contacts Page: 
              Frank Diteljan (frank@ditwebb.com) 

Nuisance Alligator 
Call Florida Fish & Wildlife - SNAP 866-392-4286 

Do Not Call Lighthouse Property Management 

 
Sarasota County Sheriff 

Non-emergency Number: 941-316-1201 
Please use this number for non-emergencies 

 
 
 

Woodlands Word Deadline:  
Submit articles and information to Frank Diteljan 

(frank@ditwebb.com) 
by the tenth of the month. 

 
    Updates to the Contacts Page: 
              Frank Diteljan (frank@ditwebb.com) 

Nuisance Alligator 
Call Florida Fish & Wildlife - SNAP 866-392-4286 

Do Not Call Lighthouse Property Management 

 
Sarasota County Sheriff 

Non-emergency Number: 941-316-1201 
Please use this number for non-emergencies 
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Spring 
Into 

Action!

Adopt-A-Manatee® 
1-800-432-JOIN (5646)  
savethemanatee.org
Photo © David Schrichte




