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Rivendell Reflection — Summer Vacation

 We’ll be back in August with more news and information for all Rivendell residents.  In the meantime, 
 continue to support our advertisers who make Woodlands Word possible.
 See you in August!

RIVENDELL REFLECTIONS 
NATE AND FREDDY AND THEIR CHANCE ENCOUNTER

Story and photos by Nancy Dobias

 Have you ever wished you could have something that you 
couldn’t and then one day what you thought would never be 
possible came true?  
     It all started when Nate and his family came to visit Gammy 
and PawPaw in Florida.  

 That’s when Nate’s life would intersect with Freddy….
 Freddy was a guy who lived in Crane Pond but Freddy 
wasn’t a crane.  Freddy was an alligator…a very bored, 
young, and energetic alligator….an alligator who wished and 
wished and wished…an alligator with dreams….an alligator 
who would give anything if only he had someone who would 
play catch with him.   
 Freddy just knew he had what it took to chase down any-
thing.  He just needed a chance….
 Day after day Freddy waited.  Day after day Freddy longed 
for that chance…
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…and just when it seemed it wouldn’t happen, Nate arrived.

 Freddy had never heard of Nate.  Nate had never heard of 
Freddy, but Nate was in Florida to visit Gammy and PawPaw 
AND Nate was a guy who LOVED to fish AND Gammy and 
PawPaw lived in Rivendell…home to lakes and ponds galore!  
     Because earlier Gammy and PawPaw had mentioned to 
Nate that a lot of fish could be seen jumping in Crane Pond, 
it didn’t take long before off to Crane Pond, armed with every 
lure known to man, biked Nate.  
     Quickly Nate strung his line, picked out the most irresistible 
lure for large-mouth bass, readied his reel for the right amount 
of action, and then scanned the lake for where might be the 
most lucrative place to which he might make his first cast….

No sooner had Nate made that cast…

…when a flash of water could be seen hurtling over to shore…

…and in less than a nanosecond, lo and behold there ap-
peared Freddy!

  “Finally, someone to play with!  Finally I can prove how fast 
I am,” said Freddy as he patiently awaited the game to begin.  
 Then as Nate drew back his arm, getting ready to make 
that snap that would send that lure a’flying, Freddy hunkered 
down as well, mentally preparing himself for the first play of 
the game….

Nate cast to the left…Freddy was off in a flash…
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 and said, “Hey, Nate, Thanks so much for letting me have 
so much fun in making my dream come true.  I never thought 
ANYONE would play with me, but YOU gave me a chance.  
You’re a nice person but I have to leave now. I heard that 
there’s a lot of fun that could be had playing around the 
fountain on Rivendell Lake and I can’t wait to check it out.  
Take care!” and before Nate could say anything, off swam a 
happier, more satisfied and contented Freddy. 
     AND since Nate had a few more lures left, off he went to 
Rivendell Lake, hoping to make HIS dreams come true…

 Nate tried a trick cast….

…but Freddy already knew what to do.  Out through the lily 
pads he raced and onward joyously to the lure he jetted.  
This was a game that he absolutely loved!  Freddy was in 
his element! 

 Nate, however, was not in his.  He came to fish.  He did 
not come to play “Frisbee” with a bored alligator.  Nate also 
did not appreciate losing all of his favorite lures to an excited 
Freddy who seemed compelled to chomp down and swallow 
every lure he caught and Freddy was quite adept at what he 
was doing.
 “What should I do?” thought a perplexed Nate.  “I know 
he means no harm but this is getting old.  How can Freddy 
have fun and I not lose any more lures?” pondered a very 
considerate Nate.

 Just then, Freddy swam over to where Nate was lost in 
thought… 

…any by nightfall, that is 
exactly what happened!
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Catching Up With the Cottages
Story and photos by Marylin May

 The Cottages closed out a busy social season with the May 
running of the Kentucky Derby in their clubhouse.  This always 
busy group of residents preceded that festive occasion with 
their annual Gong show.  
 Stay tuned in the fall to see what will be happened on 
Meadow Sweet Circle.

Cottages Derby Day — 
Win, Place and Show!

 The Kentucky Derby is always a festive affair with fancy 
hats and mint juleps. However, the merrymakers at Churchill 
Downs don’t celebrate like the revelers who attended the 
Meadow Sweet Circle Derby Party this year. Held to coincide 
with the actual race, there were light appetizers, beverages 
and desserts to put everyone in the mood. Special Cottages 
Derby races were held before the big event which was viewed 
on the Clubhouse’s new big-screen TV. Bill and Kris Ordman 
did an outstanding job hosting and everyone had a great time. 
This event closed out an eventful season for the Cottages 
Social Committee. We’re all looking forward to getting together 
again for the fall and winter social season.

AROUND THE NEIGHBORHOOD
Talented Cottages Performers 

Deliver Lots of Laughs!
 On Saturday, April 9th, the Cottages held its third annual 
“Gong Show.” A mixture of talent, humor and more humor, The 
Gong Show consists of acts, gags and performances remi-
niscent of the old sixties show, “Rowan & Martin’s Laugh-In”. 
There were dancers, a performing dog, and even The Dirty Old 
Man skit. Organized by Hugh Barth and Pat Brown, residents 
gathered poolside to enjoy the show and share food, fun and 
much laughter. We can’t wait until next year’s show!
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Join 665 of your fellow 
Rivendell Residents on the NEXTDOOR 

social network www.nextdoor.com 
Are you seeking a service 
provider recommendation? 

Do you have an item to sell? 
Do you have any questions about 

Rivendell or other topics 
residents can help with? 

Nextdoor is the world’s largest 
social network for the neighborhood. 

Nextdoor enables truly local 
conversations that empower neighbors 

to build stronger and safer communities.
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RESIDENTS HELPING RESIDENTS

Is Your Lamppost Light Staying On 24/7 Or Not Coming On At All? 
Rivendell resident Bill Bloom will repair your problem.  Replacing a sensor is $45 and includes all parts, 
labor, and cleaning of the lamppost.  Replacing a burned out bulb is $18, includes a new bulb and cleaning. 
Call Bill at 941-587-8439.
 
When YOU are ready to get healthy, lose weight, eliminate some of your expensive 
meds and focus on YOU…..Call ME! 
 I have the program that will get you to your goals. Follow our simple structured program and you can’t fail! 
Complementary expert coaching is part of the program.
 Call:Dr Maggi Verhagen
 Villanova Center for Obesity Prevention & Education 
(845)234-1647

Zentangle Method is an easy-to-learn, relaxing & fun way to create beautiful 
images by drawing patterns.
 The Cost - $20 per person which includes supplies for 2 hour class.
 Minimum of 2 people; Maximum of 5 people
 Call: Carole Jones, CZT
 Certified Zentangle Teacher caj68@aol.com (941) 315-0426

Elementary and Middle School Tutoring for English, U.S History, Chinese, and Science
 My name is Nicole Laureno, and I am a high school senior at Pine View School. I would love to help tutor 
elementary and middle school students in the neighborhood in English, U.S History, Chinese, and Science! 
My services will be Rivendell-exclusive (only within the neighborhood), with a rate of $20/hour for elementary 
school students and $25/hour for middle school students. Call: (908-) 415-2437.

Computer repair, tuning and instruction plus other home electronics (tablets, smart 
phones, tv’s, streaming services, websites, security cameras 
 I have been providing computer/electronics services to Rivendell and the surrounding neighborhoods for 
12+ years!  I am a Rivendell resident with 40 years computer & home automation experience. Call: Gary 
Mruz 941-786- 6019 or email gary.mruz@gmail.com

Pet Sitting and Walking Services
Retired RN who Loves Animals 
is available to walk or sit your pets. References. Call Marlene Vogt (941) 918-2594

“Retired senior . . . reliable and caring”
Call or text Yelitza Leon (773)-860-5556

“In the Neighborhood”
Carolanne Haddock Call: (941) 539-6175

mailto:caj68@aol.com
mailto:gary.mruz@gmail.com
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VENICE FAMILY STORE
1160 US 41 Bypass, Venice 

941 488 9300
Open Monday  Saturday 

 9:00am  5:00pm
Donations accepted 9:00am—3:30pm

(Unless Raining)

FOUNDERS DAY
July 2, 2022

50% OFF ENTIRE STORE* 
Join us in celebrating the Founders 

of the Salvation Army,  
William and Catherine Booth! 

Come and meet some of our officers and learn about our 
programs like Pathway to Hope, Family Services, Voucher 

Programs, Rehab Services, Life recovery,  
Emergency Shelter, Disaster Services, and more… 

If there is anything of power in the Salvation Army today, it is  
because God has had all the adoration of my heart, all the 

power of my will, and all the influence of my life. 
~ William Booth  

Be sure to join our Frequent Shopper Program! 

         FREE DONATION PICKUPS! 
Give us a call  941-488-9300 option #1       

* Discount only applies at the Venice Family Store and only on July 2, 2022
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The Rivendell Community Web Site 
is available at

WWW.RIVENDELLCOMMUNITY.COM
Please contact Lighthouse Property 

Management for the password to the 
RESIDENTS / INFORMATION section.

10yr. 
Warranty

Heating & 
Cooling Units

$4495
 Great job - super prompt, clean install and very 
professional. Would highly recommend.                     - D. Jones
 Brandon is very sharp and professional. Fixed 
two problems that I had quickly and charges fairly. I highly 
recommend him/Integrity AC.                                    - D. Babecki
 Brandon is the absolute best! Responsive/
punctual, polite, educated in AC repair, and 100% HONEST! 
              - S. Coffaro

Integrity AC, LLC
941-704-9413

License#CAC1820225
1202 Gary Ave. Suite #101, Ellenton, FL 34222

Installed

From

Reader’s Choice Winner for 2021

ContemporaryHearing.com

Blair Post, HAS, BC-HIS, ACA
Board Certified Hearing Instrument Sciences
American Conference of Audioprosthology

Rechargeable
Hearing Aids

 Rechargeable hearing aids are now available for demo.
 During the past few months, we asked our clients to 
give us honest feedback about these new  hearing aids. We 
have received raves about these new hearing aids.
 We heard the hype from the manufacturers but the re-
sponse from our clients has been better than we hoped for 
about these rechargeable hearing aids.
 Our clients were impressed with the clarity of speech 
and the lack of distracting background noise. They did like 
having the convenience of putting the hearing aids in the 
charger case and not having to fiddle with small batteries. 
Yet each client was more impressed with the sound quality.
 We currently have four models available for demon-
stration, from different manufacturers. We carry a variety 
of brands to ensure the sound quality is what you want to 
hear. We had a few clients who tried two brands before they 
knew exactly which hearing aid gave them more confidence 
in conversations.
 We always want the hype from manufacturers to be ac-
curate, but we think they are underselling this new technol-
ogy. Not only is there better speech clarity but the ease of 
not having to fiddle with tiny batteries is such a bonus.
 We are offering you a chance to experi-
ence rechargeable hearing aids at no cost 
to you. If you have been curious about re-
chargeable hearing aids and want to try 
them, call us for a free demo 941-244-9300.
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